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PREFACE. 

After telling Mrs. Gaskell one day a story for the truth of which 
I could not vouch, she said, with her heautiful bright smile, "Now 
I'm going to believe that, whether it's true or not. It ought to be 
true." On looking through the Lambeth MS. 853, which Mr. Stubbs 
kindly handed to me in Lambeth Palace Library, I could not help 
saying, " I'll print it all, whether it contains early versions or late ; 
it is a jolly little Manuscript " : — a chubby vellum quarto, written in 
a large, clear, upright hand, which looked at first sight fourteenth 
century, but which the Museum authorities whom I afterwards con- 
Y^ulted put at about 1430 a. D. As nice a little volume as one would 
wish to handle; a pleasing contrast to the shabby, scrubby, paper 
Percy folio of two hundred years later that I am now working at. 
Accordingly, the whole MS. is in type for the Society, and I hope 
members have no cause to regret it, for though earlier versions of 
some of the poems are no doubt in existence, — I have printed one 
at least sixty years older at pp. 106, 108, 110, 112, to show how 
the late text has changed^ — yet the Lambeth MS. has given us the 
bett-er text of The Complaint of Christ, in " Political, Eeligious, 
and Love Poems," (E.E.T.S., 1866,) a better text of "The Parlia- 
ment of Devils" than that printed by Wynkyn de Worde, and 
the best texts yet printed of the far-famed Stans Ptier ad Mensam, 
" How the Good Wife taught her Daughter," and " How the Wise 
Man taught his Son," &c. : these, besides other poems of considerable 
beauty and interest in the present volume, and the other Texts I 

^ Two words at least of the earlier text — sau^n and vnsau^, " to reconcile ** 
and "unreconciled, at enmity," p. 108, 11. 37-38, were unknown to the late scribe, 
and were changed by him to sfften and tiiusoft. 



Lave lately edited, or am now editing, for the Society. The early 
Engliahman, like the modern one, was a religious and superetitioua 
person, and aa any one in 2360 a,d. ahonld know of us, that in many 
educated (or deducated') persons' minds now', baptism by an epis- 
copally-ordained cleigyman is necessary to salvation, that a man's 
being drowned while boating on Sunday is a just judgment of God, 
whereas a similar death on Monday is a sad accident, with a hundred 
othel' like notions ^ ; so we should know of our forefathers, if we woidd 
estimate them aright, what their religions belief and superstitious 
fancies were. Mary-worship, Parliament of Devils, Stations of Rome, 
St Gregory's Trontal, and what not : let us have them all : all the 
nonsense, as well as tlie expressions of the pure, simple faith, that 
through life and death our men of old held to. And a survey of onr 
early religious poetry will, I believe, — and so far as I may speak from 
Borae work at it, — result in a verdict favourable to the plain good 



' We sadly want eome word like this dedaraU, dedtieation, &c., to denotB tha 
wilful dawn-lpading into prejudice and unreason, in VulitiCj nt least, wi prevalent 
in England and eTerynhere else, to aujiport nnjnat Bocial arrsngementa and abosea 
because they exist, or are ia tlie interest of a powerful claaa, &c. I«t any one 
tliink of tlie amount of dedncation attempted about the Eepeal of the Com Laws, 
the old and modem Iteform Bills, the lata American War, £c, , and then see how 
hard the deducatora atill are at their work I 

^ "Dr. Pasey has written anotbor letter tfl the Timei, stating his opinion of 
absolution. He believes that Christ, conferring upon the Apostles the power to 
remit sins, intended to confer it also upon their ' successors.' He therefore holda 
that every successor has the power to remit the sins of penitent persons as fully as 
Christ Himself could Have done ; and so he aSirms, on the autlioritj of the Ordina- 
tion Service, the Church of England also holds. In other inords, Christ intended to 
leave the salvation of souls dependent on the will of such human beings as con he 
proved to have been ordained by the ordained up through the ngea to Himself. 
One aingle unordained Bishop, say in the middle ages or the third esntury, would 
spoil the whole arrangement. Why does not Dr. Pusey claim the power of working 
miraDles given to tlie Apostles at the same time ! The invisibihty of the power is 
no greater obstacle in the one case than the other. If the sick did not get visibly 
better for the prioat'a touch, neither do the bad get visibly better for his absolu- 
tion. After all, does tbe human mce advance ? A Koman gentleman would have 
smiled at a superstition bo gl-oss as that which Dr. Pusey dignifies with the name 
of Christianity." 1868, Deo. 1, TfeSjKctetor.p. 1328. col. 1-2. Dr. Pnsey and his 
school may not admit the conectoess of the statement above, " In other words." 
I only wish to register here the opinion of one of our best edited weeklies on this 
point, and to note that however comical the view staled, and a thousand like < 
may seem to our man of 2380 A.n,, they were eq^nally so to many in 1866 
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PREFACE. Vll 

sense and practical going straight at the main point which English- 
men pride themselves on, whatever amount of philistinism and hum- 
bug is mixed up with these qualities. The burden of the early songs 
(as I read them) is a prayer for forgiveness of sins, a desire to get 
out of the filth of the flesh, and rise, as well here as hereafter, into 
the purer and higher life which, to the believer, union with his 
Saviour implied and implies. 

Many of the poems in this volume seem to me very touching and 
beautiful, and I hope other readers will find them so too. The most 
interesting to me is the one I have entitled, from 1. 638 in it, p. 78, 
" The Mirror of the Periods of Man's Life, or Bids of the Virtues 
and Vices for the Soul of Man," pp. 58 — 78. It sketches the tempt- 
ations of the well-off man of the period — the MS. is ab. 1430 a.d. 
— from the time when ho was new-born from his mother till, at a 
hundred years old, Overhope and Wanhope (despair) would ruin him, 
but Good Hope and Good Faith bring him to trust in God's mercy. 
At twenty — which may be a misprint for fifteen, xx for xv, — this is 
the choice presented to the young man. 

Quod resouw, "in age of .xx. ^eer, 

Goo to oxenford, or lerne lawe." 
Quod lust, " harpe & giterne fere may y leere, 

And pickid statfe & buckelere, fere-wijj to plawe. 
At tauerne to make wo??imen myrie cheere. 

And wilde felawis to-gidere drawo, 
And be to bemond^ A good squyer 

Al ny^t til fe day do dawe." 

^ For an explanation of this hcinondf I liave asked in vain Mr. Cliappell, Mr. 
Way, Mr. Morris, Mr. Skeat, Mr. "Wright, &c., &c. The only iutei-pretation I 
can suggest is drawn from a passage in Le Venery de Twety, Cotton MS. Vesp. 
B. xii., printed in Eeliquice Antiq%ice, vol. I., pp. 149 — 154. At pp. 152-3 we 
read, of the hounds hunting the hare, *' And if eny fyndc of hym, where he hath 
ben, Rycher or Bem<mdy ye shall say, oycz a Bemond le vayllaunt, qice quide 
trovere le coward, ou le court cow'* The name Bemond might easily pass from 
the leading hound to the leader of a revel, or be used, by personification, for a 
fancied god of indulgence in women and wine, a sort of Bacchus. I think it 
certain that this bemond has nothing to do with the beinol (flat, b), and hequarre 
(natural, the square J, jjl) of the curious song on leawiing music in Jteliquice 
Antiqiue, vol. I., p. 292, or the hemy of the Burlesque, p. 83, ih. last line. In 
our early music books B is si, though in the earliest I have seen, no name is 
given to it. 
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Conscience's lemonatranoe that this wUl waste li 
and his own time and learning, is answered by 
" Good conscience, goo preeljo to f e post, 
J3i couneel sauerij) not my tast . . . 
M my lust y wolo ful-fille, 
I wole spare no wommnn." 
After the advice of Piide, Gluttony, Lechery, "Wrath, Envy, 
Sloth, Covetonsness, and Avarice, to the young man, how to indulge 
his passions and lusts, comes Pride again with this hit of couiLsel bs 
to dress : 

" Apparaile fie propirli," quod Pride, 

" Loke yi pockettis paase Jie lengist gise ; 
Slatre fi clothia bofe schorl© & side [= wide] 
Pussi7ige alle of ere mennia sise." 



And ( 



) the poem continues with allusions, more or less, to the 
of the times. The poekeftis of the verses last quoted serve 
to fix the date of the composition of the poem, if they are (a.s I 
suppose them to be) what Camden in his Piemaines, p. 196, calls 
"pocketting sleeves."^ He says, 

" Of the long pocketting sleeves in the time of King Henry tlie 
Fourth, Hocclive, a master of that age, sings, 

Now hath thu land little need of hroomes 
To sweep away thejilth out of the streeie. 
Sen side sleeves of pennilesse groomea 
WiU it up liche, he it di-y or meete." 
The woodcut of the Duke of Gloucester [1] on p. 153 of Mr. raii>- 
holts Goslume in England, copied from the Eoyal MS. 15 E i (fol. 
li), in the British Museum, shows the long pocket sleeve admirably, 
and 'Ilia crimson jaciet furred with deep red is exceedingly short,' 
but gathered in close folds behind. At p. 139 of Eairholt is 
another woodcut of an ottendiint with the pocket sleeve, from the 
same Koyal MS. 14 E 4. On fol. 133 of the same Eoyal MS. are 
three figuica vrith the long pocket sleeves, and one of them has his 

' Packeta begin to appear in women's dressca ia Edward the Third's time, 
anys Faiiholt, and u'e alionn in that king's dangbter'a dro-is nn the south siila of 
bla tomb iu WestiniuBtur Abbey, as cupicd in Fuli'liolt, ;i. 100. 
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PREFACE. IX 

sleeves tied behind his back, just below the bottom of his jacket. 

The very wide and short doublet seems not to have appeared till 

about 1460, and not to have been slashed. The tighter plaited jacket 

of Edward the Fourth's reign, also contemporary with pocket sleeves, 

had ** large sleeves, open at the sides to display the shirt beneath," as 

shown in the cut on pages 154 and 159 of Fairholt. This is the only 

slatring (supposing it means slashing) shown in the figures, unless the 

opening for the arm in the long pocket sleeve be meant by the words 

of the poem. But the slashing of garments was at least as early as 

Chaucer's * so mochil pounsyng of chiseles to make holes, so moche 

daggyng of sheris' (Persones Tale, ed. "Wright, p. 143, col. 2). 

The rere or late suppers noticed in 1. 374 of this Mirror poem are 

complained of by Eoberd of Brunne in 1303. Handlyng Synn^y p. 

226, U. 7260-3. (See also the servants' * rere sopers ' denounced, IL 

7268-79.) 

Eere sopers yn pryuyte, 

"Wyjj glotonye echone fey be ; 

And Jjyr is moche waste ynne, 

And gadryng of ouf er sjmne. 

Doubtless Eoberd was not the first preacher who inveighed against 

them. He also complains of the rich man lying long in bed on 

Sundays. 

When he heryj? a bel ryng 

To holy chercbe men kallyng, 

fan may he not hys bedde lete. 

But fan behouef hym lygge and swete. 

And take f e mery mornyng slepe. 

Handlyng Synne, p. 135, 11. 4258-62. 

For the last three Poems in this volume I am indebted to Mr. 
"W. Aldis "Wright, who copied them from MSS. under his charge in 
the Library of the Trinity College, Cambridge. The first, Quindecim 
Signa ante diem Judicii, he desired to print on account of its varia- 
tions from the other earlier versions of the Poem in the E.E. Poems 
I edited for the Philological Society (Transactions 1858, Pt. II., 
pp. 7-12), in Hampole's Pricke of Conscience, the Metrical Homilies 
edited by Mr. Small (in E.E. Poems as above, pp. 162-3), &c. The 
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second forms a companion to the Vii'gin's Complaint in our Political, 
Religious y and Love Poems, 1866, and the third is given for its 
historic interest, and its contrast to the temper in which the later 
chronicler wrote of Archbishop Scrope's death. 

Some of the poems bear traces of having been Southernized from 
a Northern oiiginal, as in using boon for bane, p. 25, 1. 108, lastande 
na mare, 1. 115, si^hande, p. 30, 1. 261, and Mr. Perry has just sent 
me a version from the Northern Thornton MS. of the Sweetness of 
Jesus, pp. 8-11, here, pp. 83-6 of the Text edited by Mr. Perry from 
the Thornton MS. that will appear with this one. I have only in 
conclusion to return thanks to the Archbishop of Canterbury for the 
loan of his pretty little Manuscript, and to Mr. Aldis Wright for his 
help, always so willingly given, notwithstanding the pressure of 
crowds of other work that would overwhelm an ordinary man. 

S, St. George's Square, N. W, 
mh November, 1866, 
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NOTES. 

Pref. p. vi, 1. 6. A .just judgment of God. Compare Cotgrave's " Vne 
Iimibe de dUu. Sue doe lUe canting and blaapbemoua roguea of France 
teurme a cankered, ganj^reiied, or desperately- Bore leg." A.o. 1611. 

p. 36. I viiyte myeelfmyn owne woo. Sir F. Madden, in liis Introduc- 
tion to Byr Qawayne, p. \xy, notes anotber copy of tluB, " a Poem in ten 
eight^line stanK'ie, the burden of which is ' I wite my self myna owne wo,' 
on fol. 71 of MS. Kiiwlinson, C. 86, Bodleian Library. It begins 'In ray 
youthe fulle wylde I was.' " AnotJier is printed from MS. Cotton. Calig. 
A II foL 106, V in Rtliijmfe Anliijuw, v. 1, p. 197-200. It is in 16 stftiiKoa 
of 8, with two introdiiutory lines : 

1 may say, and ao may mo, 
i wjte mysyl/B myiie owena woo. 
p. 41. "The P'irlyament of Deuylles" whb also "Enpryoted In 
London In Powels cbyrclieyarde By Julyan Notary. A. M. M.UCCCC. & 
SK " ; and Wynkyn de Worde's edition of 1509 was " reprinted by Niool 
for U. Eeber, Esq., as bis uontribntion to the Hoxburgoe Club, but fur 
private reasons, never issued to its members." BokiCe Lowndte. Colo- 
phon. " Thus endetii tlie pnrlyarnent of denyllea. Enprynted by Wynkyn 
de word / prynter unto the moost excellent pryncesae my lady the kynges 
moder. The yere of our lorde .M.CCCCC. & is." 

p. 58. Mirror of the Periods of Mitn's Life. " The auncient sages by 
curious notes iiaue found out, that certuine yeeres in mnna life be very 
perilous. These they uarae clirnacterical or Btayrie yeares, for tlien they 
Bivw great alterations. Kow a climactericftll yeare is euery seauenlL. 
yeare . . Hence is it that in the seanenth yeere children doe cast and 
renew their teeth. In the fourteenth yeere proceedeth the strippling age. 
In the one and twentieth, youth. And wnen a msn hath past tieauen 
times seauen years, to weet, nine and fortie yeares, lie is a ripe an<l perfect 
man. Also, when he attainetli to ten limes seauen yeeres, thiit is, to the 
age of threescore and ten, his strength and chiefest vertue beginnes to fall 
nway." W. Vaughan, Natural and Artificial Birectiana for fieaUh, 1602, 
pp. 47-8. 

In Admiral Switibume'H incomplete copy of The noble Igfe i6 natures 
of man Of beetes j aerpeniya j fowlea <& fiaahes y' be moate knowen, by 
Laurens Andrewe of y' towue of Calis, is a large cut ruiiiiing across both 
pages (a iii b, a iv), of the Ten Ages of Man, in ten double compartments, 
boy and man in the ten stages at top, and the ten beasts lie is Ukened tu, 
underneath. Below ure verses applying to each age. 

" Here after folowetb the ten ages of mankynde lykened be ten dyuers 
hestis as here is eipresly shewed / and how tlie nature of uiaukynde dothe 

chauHgo friiiii t^n tyine of a co . . . 

[Cut of] The .X. Ages. 

[FroJM one vntn .x. a childe is be 

[Whyp]ingB hia toppa viith sporte U playe 

[Li;p]yug as r gote right roerily. 

.... a his care bothe nyght & dny 

[At . XX. yeie he is iocund anjil plesand 

t pryiif 



xvi soTBa. 

^ AC .XXX, yerc be la HAiited a man 
And ayb to the bull of nature stiiMige 
Renenringo his right where euer bo caii 
with lAome it be bothe abort k longn 
1 Howe forty yere he ja ywjs 
Condicyond as a lyou m euary degra 
Which mafeeth hym ofteu witAouten mjB 
To Iebo bia wysdom beleae ye me 
IF At fifty ycre then eun be glose 
Wily as tba forein words and dede 
That etter wyll wyime & noiier loae 
& eke of bis seruyao ha wyl haue mede 
1 At threacoro yere be dotho deacende 
But couetyee in him is rtwted than 
Enyn as the wolfe be doth amenden. 
y' woroeth the shepe wber ener he can 
At .lir, he is syb to the hownde 
y* gnaweth y' bone so doth he liia hnrt 
All eportes he castetb to the growndo 
Leat therfore hia eowie sboldo smart 
IF At fourscore yere witbonten fayle 
He is disdayned with man and wyfe 
Syb to the Cat that lyckotb her tayle 
Knar be the fyra that is hia lyfo 
f At fouMcore & x he U s . . . 
Scorned of man and child b[e ia] 
From hym in wisilom & at[rengtb gone] 
Ei'.hone wyll his deth in b . . . 

H At .C. yere detha commas 

Jt moketh him aa a gose y' i[B] . . . 

So plucks y* frendea 

But he in erthe is s " 

The inquirer as to climacterical years ia referred to " A Succinct Phy- 
loaophical Declaration of the nature of olymaterlcal yeares occEisioiied bv 
the death of Queene Elizabeth" in MS. Sloane 2117, fol. 231. 

p. 83. 2'hiB worlds ia biU a vanite. A later copy of this Poem, with 
the Durden "This world is but a wannytS", was printed by Mr. Halliwell 
for the Warton Club in I85fi, in Earit/ Englieh Miecellaniee, p. 9-12. It 
has ten stanzaa of eight lines each, and winds up with an estra "In 
Domino confydo. Amen, dico vobia." 

p. 88. Er]>e vppon er\ie. In Mr. Halliwell's Earli/ Englielt Miscellanits 
from the Porkington MS., Warton Club, 1855, is a later and somewhat 
different version of this poem in twelve atftn^as of six, and two intro- 
ductory stanzas of seven lines. Mr. Halliwall calls the Porkington one 
"the most complete copy known to esial." It seems a late recast of the 
old Torsion. Mr. Halliweil also notes, p. 94, "Other versions, varying 
conaiderably from each other, are preserved in MS. Said, sup, 63 ; MS. 
Rawl C. 307 ; MS. Bawl. Poet. 32 ; MS. LamheOi 863 (in this test) ; and 
in the Tfiomton MS. in Lincoln Cathedral (fot. 279). Portions of it are 
occasionally found inscribed on the walls of cbiirches." 

p. 128. Archbishop Scrope's Death. See the Latin Poem on this is 
Mr, Thomas Wright's PoUUtal Soiige, v, 2, p. lU-18. 



igmns to % Virgin, Christ ^l 



Bm, €mmkxii. 

(a song op GRBAT sweetness from CHRIST TO HIS 

DAINTIEST DAM.) 

{Lamheth MS. 853, ab. 1430 a.T),, page 1.) 
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ClUrge mea sponsa, swete in si^f , 
^^ And se fi sone f ou 3a fe souke so scheene ; 
pon schalf abide vfith J?i babe so bri^f , 
And in my glorie be callide a queene. 
Thi ina7?imillis, moder, ful weel y meene, 
Y had to my meete faf y my^f not mys ; 
Aboue alle creaturis, my moder cleue, 
Veni, coronaberis. 



Arise, My beloved, 
who gavest Me 
suck 



from thy breasts. 



Above all crea- 
tures thou shalt 
be crowned. 



vome, clenner fan mstal, to my cage ; 
Columba mea, y fee calle. 
And se f i sone fat* in seruage 

12 For maT^nis soule was made a fralle. 
In f i palijs so principal 
I pleyde pnuyli wif oute mys ; 
Myn hi3 cage, moder, haue f ou schal ; 

16 Veni, coronaberis. 



Come, My dove, 



and see thy son 
who was made a 
slave for man. 



Thou Shalt have 
His high place, 
and be crowned. 



B 



2 

•poUeu towtr. 


1 


VEXr, CDROSABERI9. 

for miMJiilii, mo(!er, wns nenere ih fpe ; 
Filia ejonj fou aif |)a flour : 


orown^l.yae. 


20 


Ful sweteli schalf frm sitte bi me, 
And bere a ccowne wi'tJi. rriB in tour, 


rPm«E.) 
ind 111 Hy ulnU 
ituU konour Ui«. 




It Aud alle my seiiitis to fin lionoai' 
Sehal honoare Jjee, moder, in my blis, 
paV hiessid bodi paV bare me in boiivj', 




24 


Veui, ooronaberis. 


PmdlH, Moths 




Tota pulcra fou arf to my plesyiige, 
Mj moder, pn'uces of jjaradija, 
Of fp' a watic ful weel gan sprynge 




28 


Jjaf Bcbal ajen alle my rijtia rise ; 


tl»w«nfltn.en7 


H Jjc welle of mcj-cy i« fee, iiioder, lija 


Ihy biMwd l™l/ 




To bringe fi blessid Iwdi to blia ; 


Oi^l^MlK, 




And my scintia acliuleii do fee seruice, 


crowned. 


32 


Veni, coron aliens. 


ComcMytho™ 




Veni, electa mea, raeekeli chosen, 


"■^'en."' " 




Holi moder & maiden queens, 

On sege to sitte semeli bi him an hij. 




3G 


J3i sone and eok fi childe. 


dwell l,m -111, 




1 Here, moder, wif me to divolle, 






Wit/i fi aweto babe faf sittif in blis, 
Jjpi's in ioie & blis faf achal neue™ rays, 


.„d., crowed. 


40 


Voni, coronaberia. 


[r««a.] 




V uni, electa mea, my moder aweto, 


^^itafi'h^' 




"Whanne >f>u bad me, babe, be ful stille. 


dew lliRl dropped 
from mr lln 




Ful goodli dure lippis fan gan mete, 


when we klucd. 


44 


'With brijt brauHohis as bloames on hille. 
H Fnnua diatiilana if wente wttA wille, 
Oute of owre lijipis whanno we dicle kis, 


Cfln»a..dl« 


4S 

■ 


)5erfore, moder, nmv ful atille, 
Vi^ni, eoroiiaberis. 



YEN I, CORONABERIS. 



Y eni de libano, fou loueli in launclie, 
)5af lappid me loueli with liking* song', 
j)0M schalf abide with a blessid brJlll?^^hc, 

62 j)at* so semeli of f i bodi sprong*. 
H Ego, flos campi, f i floMr, was solde, 
)5af on calueri to f ® cried y-wys : 
Moder, ))ou woost* fis is as y wolde ; 

56 Veni, coronaberis. 



('ome from 
Lebanon, thou 
who saiigst Me to 
sleep, 



Me who on 
Calvary cried to 
thee. 



fulcra vf luna, f ou berist* f e la??ime, 

As f e suwne J?af schinej) clere, 

Veni in ortnm meum, f ou deintiesf damme, 
60 To smelle my spicis^ faf here hen in fere. 

My palijs is pi3f for f i i^leasure. 

Fill of bri3f braurwhis & blosmes of blis ; 

Come now, moder, to f i derling* dere ! 
64 Veni, coronaberis. 



Lovely as moon- 
light, 



come thou to Me. 



[Page 4.] 
jly palace is dight 
v/ith blossoms of 
bliss. 

Come, Mother, 
come and bo 
crowned. . 



loiuid est* ista so vertuose 

}5af is euere lastyng* for her meekenes 1 

Aurora consurgens graciouse, 
68 So benigne a ladi, of such bri^tnes, 
IT }5is is J?e colour of kinde clewnes, 

Eegina celi f af neue?*e dide mys ; 

pus eendij) fe song* of greet* swettnes, 
72 Veni, coronaberis. 



Who is she that 
shall endure for 
ever for her 
meekness ? 



The Queen of 
Heaven, who 
never sinned. 
Come thou then, 
and be crowned ! 



[Quia Aniore Langueo, or " In a tabernacle of a tour," and its 
continuation " In a valey of ]>is resiles mynde," printed in Politi- 
cal, Religious, and Love PoeniSf pp. 148-150, follow here. Then 
" Ihesu, |>1 swetnes," p. 8, and *' Ihesus ])at sprong," p. 12, of this 
volume.] 

^ Compare "Awake, north wind, and come, thou south ; 
blow upon my garden, that the spices thereof may flow out. Let 
my beloved come into his garden, and eat his pleasant fruits." 
Solomon* s Song, ch. iv. 16. " My beloved is gone down into his 
garden, to the beds of spices, to feed in the gardens, and to gather 
Ulies." vi. 2. 



|aU, §lesstlr larn ! 

[Lambeth MS. 853, ah, 1430 a.d., page 24.] 



The heavy Clarendon letters mark the red of the MS. 



Hail, Mary, 
Mother of 



the Son of Ood t 

Maiden, never 
defouled. 



fairest flower of 
the field. 



Hail, comely 
Queen, 



healer of all pain. 



[Page 25.] 
Han, mother 
of Christ, 



TTEil be fou, marie, J?e modir of cnsf , 

^"^ Heil J?e blessidisf fat^ euere bare child ! 

Heil f af conceyuedisf al wij) list* 
4 \)Q sone of god bofe meelce (fe mylde ! 
IT Heil maide sweete fat* neue?*e was filid ! 

Heil welle and witt* of al wijsdome ! 

Heil foil flour ! lieil fairest* in feeld ! 
8 Aue regina celoruni ! 



Heil comeli qneene, cou?Mforf of care ! 
Heil blessid lady bothe fair <fe bri3t* ! 
Heil f e saluour of al sore ! 
12 Heil Jje lau?Mpe of lemys li3f ! 

H Heil J)ou blessid beerde in whom [crist*] was pi^f ! 
Heil ioie of maw bothe al and sum ! 
Heil pinaclo in heuene an hi3t*, 
thekingofAugeis. 16 Matci legls angelorum ! 



Hail, fidrestofall, 
who bred our 
bliss, on whom all 
women in child- 
bed call. 



All fiends dread 
tliee, who feddest 
thy Son with 
maiden milk, 

Thoa flower of 
virgins. 



Heil crowned queene, fairest* of alle 1 

Heil fat* alle cure blis in bradde ! 

Heil fat* alle wo??imen on doon calle 
20 in temynge whawne J>ei hen hard bistadde ! 
H Heil J)ou J)af alle feendis dredde. 

And schulen do til fe day of doomo ! 

'With maidens mylk pi sone fou fcdde, 
24 maria, flos virginum. 



HAIL, BLESSED MARY ! 



D 



Heil fairest* fat* euere god foond, 

Whiche chees fee to his ovvne hour ! 

Heil f e lanteme fat* is ay li3thond ! 
28 To fee schulen loute bof e riche & poore. 
U Heil spice swettist* of sauour ! 

Heil fat* al oure ioye of come ! 

Heil of alle wwrwnen f niyt* & flour ! 
32 Velud^ rosa vel lilium. 

Xleil be f ou goodli grouTwi of grace ! 

Heil blessid sterre upon f e see ! 

Heil of coumfortis in euery caas ! 
36 U Heil f e clieeuest* of charitee ! 

Heil welle of witt* and of merci ! 

Heil fat* bare ihesu, goddis sone ! 

Heil tabernacle of f e trynyte ! 
40 Funde pieces ad filium. 

Xleil be f ou virgyne of virgins ! 

Heil blessid modir ! heil blessid may ! 

Heil norische of sweete ihesus ! 
44 Heil cheefest* of chastite, forsof e to say ! 
H Lady, kepe vs so in oure last* day 

)5af we may come to f i kingdom ! 

For me & alle cWsten f ou pray, 
48 Fro salute fldelium. Amen. 



Hail, choice of 
God, 



whom rich and 
poor adore. 



Hail, frait and 
flower of 
womankind. 

[} velud; Z, u, 
and d rubbed] 



[Page 26.] 

Hail, Star upon 
tlie sea. 



chiefest in 
charity. 



tabernacle of the 
Trinity. 



Hail, blessed 
maiden. 



In our last day 
bring us to thy 
realm. 

Pray for all faith- 
ful souls ! 



[Lamheth MS, 853, ah. 1430 a.d., page 26. Partly 
written without Weafcs.] 



Hail, Maiy, 
Queen and Star of 
Heaven ! help me 
and hear my 
prayer. 

[1 Page 27.] 



To thee I make 
my moan : let 
me not die in 
any of the Seven 
Sins. 



Hail, Mary, flower 
ofaU! 



To thee I pray ! 



be by me when I 
die. 



and save me from 
Satan's bonds. 



Grant me my 
prayer. 



XlEil be Jjou marie, crzstis moder dere, 
J5af arf queene of heue;*, fair and sweete of chore, 
J5af art* sterre of lieue/i schinywge bri3t* & clere ! 
4 Helpe me, lady ^ f ul of my3f , & heere my i)r«iere 

Aue maria. 

Heil blessid marie, mylile queene of hexien ! 

Blessid be f i name, fill good it* is to nempne : 

8 To fee, lady, y make my moone ; I p?*aie foe 

heere my steuen. 

And let* me neiieye die in noon of fe sy7^nis 

seuene. 

Aue maria. 

Xleil be J)ou marie fat* arf flour of alle, 
12 As roose in eerbir so reed ! 
To fee, ladi, y clepe and calle. 

To f® y make my beed ; 
j5ou be in stide & in stalle 
16 Wha?ine y schal drawe to deed, 
And lete me neue7-e falle 
in boondis of fe queed ! 

Aue maria. 

20 Xleil be fou, marie, fat* hi 3 sittist* in troone ! 

Y biseche fee, sweete lady, grau;<te me my 
boone. 



AUE MARIA. / 

Ihesn to loue & drede, & my lijfe to ameende soone, atn^nd my life, 

_ . Ill ^^^ bring itie to 

And bring* me to \>a.V blis pat* nauere schal be everlasting bUss. 
doone. 
24 Aue maria. 

Heil be fou marie, gloriouse moder hende ! send me meek- 

Meeknes & honeste, with abstynewee, me sende, that i may go to* 
With cbastite & charite iwto my lyues eende, 
28 And fat* J?oru3 fi praier, lady, I mote to heuen 
blis weende ! 

Aue maria. 

[OrcUio Magistri Richardi de Castre, p. 16, below, follows here.] 
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ipcms to Christ. 



Jesu, beside Thy 
sweetness 



all earthly love 
is bitter. 



Teach me 



firmly to set my 
heart on Tliee. 



No earthly love 
delights like 
Thine, 



the King of 
Love. 



I would my heart 
were wholly 
Thine. 



[Page 15.] 

If Nature bids me 
love my kin, I 

should love Tliee 
first, who didst 



put Thy likeness 
in my soul. 



©fee ^ioititnm of Icsus. 

[Lambeth MS. 853, ab. 1430 a.t)., page U.] 

IHesu, J?i swetnes, who-so my^te if se, 
And f erof haue a cleere knowynge, 
Al erfeli loue bittir schulde be 
Saue fin a-loone wz't/iout* leesinge. 
1 praie fee, lord, fat* lore kere me, 
Aftir f i loue to haue longynge, 
And sadli to sette myn herte on fee, 
8 In f i loue to haue most* liking*. 

So likinge loue in erf e noon is ; 

In soule who-so coude him sof eli se, 

Him to loue were mykil blis, 

12 For king* of loue callid is he. 

H WiiJt true loue, y wolde f is. 

So faste to him bou?ide be, 

J5at* myne herte were bolli his 
16 So fat* no f ing* likid me but* he. 

If y for kyndenes schulde loue my kyn, 
J)an me f enkif in my f ou3te 
Bi kyndeli skile y schulde bigynne 
20 At* him fat* haf me maade of nou^f. 
H His lijknes he sette my soule with-iwne, 
' And al f is world for me haf wrou3t*. 
As fadir he fondid my loue to wyrme, 
24 For to heueno he haf me brou^t*. 



THE SWEETNESS OF JESUS. 
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jcLs moder of him, y make now mynde, 

J)at* bifore my birf e to me toke hede, 

And sif en vfiih baptym waischif fat* kynde 

28 J)af foulide was f om^ adams dede. 

IT Wzt^ noble mete he norischij? owre kynde, 
For vfiih his fleisch he doof us fede, 
A betere fode may no man fynde, 

32 To lastynge lijf if wole us lede. 



Before my birth 
He cared for me> 



and now feeds 
our race with His 
blood. 



Oure brofer & sustir he is bi skile, 
For he so seide, & lerid us fat* lore 
J)af who so wrou^te his fadris wiUe 

36 Briferen & sustren to him f ei wore. 
IT Mi kinde also he took f er-tille, 
Ful truli truste y him f erfore 
J)af he wole neuere lete me spille, 

40 But* wif his mercy salue my sore. 



He is the brotlier 
and sister of 



those who do His 
Father's will. 



[Page 16.] 
He took my 
nature, and so I 
trust Him. 



X ne loue of him passif , certis, 

Al erf eli loue fat* may ben here ; 

God & man, my spouse he is, 
44 Weel ou^te y, wrecche, to loue him dere. 
H Bof e heueu and erf e holli is his. 

He is lord of greet* powere, 

Callid he is f e kyng* of blis, 
48 His loue me longif for to leere. 



His love passes 
all earthly love, 

and He is my 
spouse. 



His name is King 
of Bliss. 



Aftir his loue me f enkif long* 
For he haf myne ful dere y-bou^te ; 
Wha?me y was wente fro him w^'ty^ wrong*, 

62 From heuew to erf e he me soujte. 
H Mi wrecchid kynde for me he fonge. 
And al his nobley he sette as nou3f, 
Pouert* he suffride, & peynes stronge, 

56 A3en to blis or he me brou3te. 



He bought my 
love full dear, 



took my wretched 
nature, and 



brought me to 
bliss. 



THE tiWEBTSEHS OF JBBU8, 

Wlmwiie y was fral, to make me fre, 
Jti loue fro heiieno to Grpe liii/i leiliie, 
My loue aloouc haue woklc be, 

60 For fei'fore be leiJe bis bjfto weddp. 
IT WiJ) my foo be fau^te for me, 

Wou»did be waB, and bittirii bledde, 
His precioude blood ful greet plente 

64 Kul pitiiuouaeli for me was scliedda 



Hiee sidis bloo and blodi were 
JjaP sumtyme were ful brijt of blee ; 
His borte was peraid wif a spere, 

68 Ilise I'uli wouwdia were nife to se, 
% Mi raunanm forsofe lie paied fere. 
And jaf bis lijf for gilf of me, 
His defif acliulde be to me ful dero, 

72 And perae myii lierte for pure pitee. 

for piteo myn bette solmlde brake on I 

To Ilia kyndenes if y took bede ; 

Euobeaon y was of ai his woo, 
7C He suf&ide ful banio for my niis-dede. 
IT To laatyng' lijf pat' y sebulde go. 

He sufEride deep in bis nianbeiie ; 

And wba»ne bis wille was to Ijue also, 
80 Ajen be roos porii] bis godbedu. 

To beuew be weute w(*t/i niycbe blis 
"Wbaniic be oucreome bis bataile, 
His banec ful brode diaplaied is 

8+ "Whawnc so my fo wole me assaile. 
IT Weel oujte y, ivrecdie, to ben bis. 
He is pat' freend fat* neuej'e wole failc : 
Ko (ling' desirip bo paf is, 

88 But tmo loue nji-n for bis trauailc. 



1 
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Xhus wolde my spouse for me 63^, 
And for me was wouwdid sore, 
For my loue his deej? was di^t^ ; 

92 What loue my3te he kife more ] 
IT To 3elde his loue haue y no my3te 
But^ loue hhn hertili ferfore, 
And worche weel with werkis ri3t* 

96 )jat he haj? lerid me with loueli lore. 

Wi]? loueli lore his werkis to fille, 
Weel ou3te y, wrecche, if y were kynde, 
Ny3t* & day to worche his wille, 

100 And euere haue fat* lord in mynde. 
IT But» goostli f 00s greuew me ille, 

And my freel fleisch makij) me blindc ; 
\)erfoie his mercy y take me tille, 

1 04 For betere bote can y noon fynde. 



For me He was 
wounded sore, 

and died. 



I oiniiot repay 
His love, but 



only obey His 
commands. 



[Page 19.] 

I must alway 
work His will ; 



but my foes and 
flesh blind me. 



I fly to His mercy, 



JBetere bote is noon to me 

J)an to his mercy truli me take 

J)at* with his fleisch haf made me free, 

108 And me, wrecche, his childe wole make. 
IT I praie f af lord for his pitee 
J)at* he for sywne me not* forsake, 
Buf 3eue me grace fro sy?ine to flee, 

112 And hwi to loue let* me neue^'e slake. 



wliicii is my best 
remedy. 



O Lord, forsake 
ine not, but give 
ine gi'ace to love 
Thee. 



LkesUy for pe swetnos pat* in fee is, 
Have mynde of me whan y hens wende, 
With stidfast* trufe my wittis fou wis, 

116 And, lord, fou scheelde me fro??* fe feendc ! 
IT For fi mercy foi^eue me my mys, 

Jjaf wickid werk my soulo neue?'e schende. 
And lede me, lord, in-to fi blis, 

120 With fee to woue wz't/ioutc ecnde. Amen. 



For Tliy 
sweetness 



keep me from tlie 
evil one i 

[Page 20.] 
For Thy mercy 

lead me into bliss, 
ever to dwell 
witli Thee ! 
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'§t mg Cottiiif0rt, Crist Ij^^as ! 

[Lambeth MS. 853, ab, 1400 a,!),, page 20.] 



Jesn, 



savour sweet to 
mail's soul. 



Thou Virgin's 
son! 



Sou, and Motber, 
comfort me ! 



Jesu, 



to save man's 
soul Thou wert 
poorly clad, 
put in a cradle, 
[Page 21.] 



bom in 
Bethlehem. 



By Thy kiss to 
Thy mother. 



comfort me ! 



iRestis fat* sprong of iesse roote, 
As us haj) prechid f i prophete, 
Flour and fruyt* bof e softe and sote, 

4 To mawnis soule of sauour sweete ; 
Ihe^u ! J?ou brou^tist* man to boote 
Whawne gabriel gan marie greete, 
To felle oure foomen vndir foote, 

8 In hir f ou si^ a semeli sete : 
IT A mayden was fi modir meete, 
Of whom fou took fleisch for us ; 
As 36 may bofe my balls boete, 
12 So be my coumfort*, crist* ihesus. 

Ihesu., jjou art* wijsdom of witt* 

Of f i fadir ful of my3t» 1 

Mannys soule, to saue it*, 
16 In poore aparaile fou were pi^t*. 
H Ihe«u ! Jjou were in cradil knyf , 

In wede wrappid bofe day & ny3f, 

In bethleem bom, as fe gospel writt*, 
20 Witli auwgelis song and heuene li3t*. 

Barn y-bom of a beerde bri3f , 

Ful curteis was fi conieli cus ; 

j5oru3 uertu of fat* sweete si3.te, 
24 So be my coumfort*, crist* ihesus. 



Jesu, who wast 
fair when young. 



Ihe«u, fat* were of 3eeris 3ong*, 
Fair and fresch of hide and hue, 



BE MY QOUMFORT, CRIST IHKSDS ! 
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Whanne fou were in )jraldo9>i prongs, 
28 And turmentid witJi many a iewe, 

IT Whawne blood and watir were out^ wro7ig<, 

For beetinge was fi bodi blewe ; 

As a clot* of clay fou were for-clonge, 
32 So deed in Jjrou3 farme men fee frewe. 
H But* grace of J?i graue grew ; 

j5ou roos up quik cou?7ifort* to us. 

For hir loue fat* fis couwcel knewe, 
36 So be my cou??ifort*, crist* ihesus. 



wlien Thou wert 
on the Cross, 



turuedst blue, 

and like a clod of 
clay wast oast in 
grave. 



But quickly Thou 
arose. 



Then comfort me^ 



Ihesu, sooffast* god and man, 
Two kindis knyt* in oon persone, 
J)e wondir werk fat* f ou bigan 

40 J)ou hast* fulfillid in fleiscb & bone. 
H Out* of f is world wi^tli f ou wan, 
Lif tynge up f i silf a-loone ; 
For my^tili f ou roos, & ran 

44 Strei3t* vnto f i fadir in trone. 

H Now dare man make no more moone ; 
For maw it* is f ou wrou^te f us, 
And god wif man is maade at* oone, 

48 So be my couwifort*, crist* ihesus. 



[Page 28.] 
Jesu, God and 
man, 



soon Thou rose 
from the dead to 



Thy Father's 

throne. 

Man shall mourn 

no more. 



so comfort me. 



IT Ihesu crist*, holi and hende, 

J)at* beerde was blessid fat* bare fee, 
Aftir hir whawne f ou gan sende, 
52 In heuene blis wif fee to bee. 

IT Out* of f is worlde whawne sche wende, 
Bof e bodi & soule were sett* in see 
Hi3er fan ony of ^ auwgelis kinde, 
56 In troone a-fore f e trynyte. 

IT Jjere may f e sone his modir se * 
In heuene an hi^ to helpen us ; 
Jjou peerless pnnces, praie for me ! 
60 And be my coumfort*, crist* ihesus. 



Jesu, Thou 
sentest for Thy 
Mother to heaven. 



and set her higlier 
than the angels 
on a throne. 
1 of in margin. 

[Page 28.] 

Peerless Princess, 
pray forme! 
and, Jesus, 
comfort me ! 
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BK MY COUMFORT, CRIST IHESUS ! 



Jesus, 



rule me. 



be my food in 
body and soul. 



stay my sorrow, 
and comfort me. 



Iliesii, my souercyne sauyour, 
Almy3ti god, fere ten no moo : 
Crisf , Jjou be my gouernour, 

64 \)i feij) lete me not* fallen fro. 
H Ihesu, my ioye and my socoure ! 
In my body and soule also, 
God, fou be my strengisf fode, 

68 And wisse f ou me whaw me is wo. 
IT Lord, J)oii makist* freend of foo, 
Lete me not* lyue in langour fus, 
But se my sorowe, & seie now ' ho,' 

72 And be my coumforf, crist* ihesus. 



Prince of Peace, 
I pray Tbee 



[Page 24.] 
help me in all my 
fear, 

let me please Thee 
in word and deed. 



and die well at 
my day. 



Be my comfort, 
Christ t 



Ihe^, to fee y crie and greede ; 

Prince of pees, to fee y praye ; 

J)ou woldisf bleede for ma?mis uede, 
76 And suflfre manye a feerdful fray. 
IT j)o\i me fede in al my drede 

Wif pacience now and ay 

Mi lijf to lede in word & dedc 
80 As is moost* plesaunt* to f i pay, 

IT And to deie weel whawne it* is my day. 

Ihe^u, fat* deied on tree for us, 

Lete me not* be f e feendis pray, 
84 But* be my cou/wforf , cnst* iheaus ! AmeI>^. 



[The two Hymns to the Virgin, **Heil be })ou, Marie," printed 
on pages 4-7 of this Text, follow here.] 
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[Lambeth MS. 853, ab. 1430 A.D,y jmge 28, icriiten 

loithout breaks^] 

Oratio magistri Eichardi de castre, qnam ipse posuit. 



XHcsu, lord, fat* madist* me, 

And wif fi blessid blood hast* bou3t*, 
For^eue fat* y haue greued fee 
4 "Wit/i worde, vfiih wil, & eek wiih f ou3f . 

U IhesTi, in whom is al my trust*, 
J5at* deied upon fe roode tree, 
Wit/idrawe mvn horte from fleischli lust*. 
8 And horn al wordli vanyte ! 

U Ihesu, for f i wou?idis smerte 
On feet* & on fin hondis two, 
Make me meeke & low of herte, 
12 And fee to loue as y schulde do ! 

H IhesxjL, for f i bitter wounde 

J5at* wente to fin herte roote, 
For sywne fat* haf myw herte bounde, 
16 J)i blessid bloode mote be my bote. 

II And ihesu mst*, to fee y calle 
J)at* art* god f ul of my3t* ; 
Kepe me cleene, fat* y ne falle 
20 In deedli sy/me neif e?* be day ne ny^t*. 



Jean, 



forgive what I 
have grieved 
Thee. 



Withdraw my 
heiirt from fleslily 
iust. 



Make me meek 
and lowly of 
lieait. 



Thy blood must 
heal my guilt. 



Keep me pure 
from mortal sin. 
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RICHARD DE CASTRE*S PRAYER TO JESUS. 



Let me never 
displease Tliee. 



Grant that 1 and 
all to whom I am 
bound may die 
well. 

[Pnge 29.] 



Speed my prayers 
that I may not be 
condemned. 



Keep Thy reveng- 
ing hand ftt>m 
those who anger 
Thee. 



Comfort all who 
are full of care. 



Amend all who 
havegrieved Thee. 



Stop these wars, 
and send us peace. 



H Ihc5u, grauwte me myne askingc, 
Perfite pacience in my disese, 
And neuere mote y do fat* f ing* 
24 paif schulde fee in ony wise displese. 

H Ikesxx, fat* art* 0M?*e heuenli king*, 
Soof efast* god, & man also, 
Jeue me grace of good eendinge, 
28 And hem fat* Y am holden vnto. 

IT Ihesu, for f e deedly teeris 

J)at* f ou scheeddist* for my gilt*, 
Here & spede my praiers, 
32 And spare me fat* y be not* spilt-*. 

IT Ihesu, for them y f e biseche 
J)at* wraf f en fee in ony wise, 
W^t^-holde from hem fin hond of wreche, 
36 And lete hem lyue in f i seruice. 

IT Ihesn, moost* con?nfort* for to se 
Of f i seintis euerychoone, 
Comnfort* hem fat* careful been, 
40 And helpe hem fat* ben woo bigoou, 

H Ihesu, keepe he?}i fat* been goode. 

And ameende hem f at^ han greued fee, 
And sende hem fruytis of erf eli fode 
44 As ech man nedif in his degree. 

IT Ihesu, fat* art* wi't/i-outen lees 
Almy3ti god in trynyte, 
Ceesse f ese werris, & sende us pees 
48 Wif lastinge loue & charitee. 

Ihesu, fat* art* f e goostli stoon 
Of al holi chirche in myddil erf e. 



RICHARD DE CASTRB's PRAYER TO JESUS. 
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Bringe fi fooldis & flockis in oon, 
52 And rule hem ri3tli wiih oon hirde. 



Bring Thy flocks 
Mid folds in one ; 



IT Ihesu, for ^J)i blessidful blood, 

Bringe, if f ou wolt, f o soulis to blis 
For 2 whom y haue had ony good, 
56 And spare fat* fei haw do armys. Amen. 



P Page 30.] 
and bring to bliss 
all who have done 
me good. Amen. 

[« ?/or Fro] 



[** Who-so wilne>," printed on pp. 11-12 of The Babees Book, 
&c., follows here, on p. 30 of the MS.] 
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[Lafnbeth MS, &83, ah i440 a.d., jpaz/e 54, lontten 

without bredksi] . 



Our Creator is 
the maker of all, 



to whom we 
lament 

how frail we are. 



God, be merciful 
before thy 
judgment ! 



There is no creatour^ but* oon, 

Maker of euery creature, 
God a-loone, & euer more oon, 
4 And J?re in oon alway to endure. 
IT To fat* lord we make owre moone 
To whom al cou;yifort* is, & cure, 
To finke how freel we ben echoon. 
8 In Jis world is hard auenture : 
IT Who-so f erof is moosf ensure, 

Suwnest* schal he be schamed and schenf . 
Or fou ))e world vriih fier pure, 
12 Do merci bifore J)i iugement*. 



Damn not Thine 
own work to 
please the Devil; 



banish us not 
from thy sight ! 



liord, do mercy or faf fou deeme, 

Lest* J?ou dampne fat* f ou hast* wrou3t* : 
What* ioie were it* a feend to qweme, 
16 To 3eue \n.m fat* fou hast* dere bou3t*. 
IT Out* of J?i si3t* if fou us feme, 

We ben dampned ri3t* as nou3t* ] 
])\ passion?* make us bri3t* & schene 
20 In wil, in worde, in dede & J)0U3t* ! 



^ MS. 'creature/ but a later hand has written our over the 
urc of * creature,* and dotted the ure out. 



DO MERCI BIFORE THI lUGEMENT. 
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II For whi, sywne haj? us foru^ 30113^ ; 
J)er-fore ameende fou oure entent* 
To fe doom or we bee brou^t^ ! 
Do mercy bifore Jji iugemenf. 



Amend our 
purposes before 
Thy Judgment. 



\Ar e axe f 1 mercy, Jou henenli king*, 

For fou art* lord of ech degre ; 
Of erfe fou madisf owre bigynnynge, 
28 And aftir with spirit* enspirid us free. 
U WiJ? trees and gras fou 3af us growinge, 
WiJ? beestis, feelinge lijf haue we, 
And with auwgils we haue vndirstondinge, 
32 And f erbi we schulden know fee. 

J?ou baddist* fat* alle schulde multiplie. 

But* we ben fals & necligent* : 
For we may not* hide us irom fin i^e, 
36 Do me?*ci bifore f i iugement*. 



[Page 55.] 
We ask Thy 
mercy. 

Thou madest us 
of earth, and 
breathedst spirit 
in us, 

giving us sentient 
life with beasts, 
and knowledge 
with angels. 



We are false, but 

cannot hide from 

Tliee. 

Have Mercy on 

us! 



l^ou baddist* us axe merci, & we schulden haue ; 

It* doof us cou?wfort* on fee to calle, 
J)ou hast* ordeined man to saue, 
40 For f i merci passif f i werkis alle. 
II \)i herte blood for us f ou 3aue, 

J50U madist* ns free where we were f ralle : 
Lete neuere f e feend oure soulis craue 
44 Jjftt* waischen was in fin holi welle ! 
H Oure fleisch is freel, it* makif us falle, 

Wif grace ^ we risen & scliulen repente ; 
And ill hope of fee we schal : 
48 Haue merci to-fore tlii iugement*. 

w/q axe mercy bi ri3twijsnes, 

For f i bllicest* is al oure vi^V, 
And oi \>i greet* kindenes 
52 J5cu hast* mercy to us bihi3t*. 



Thou baddcst us 
ask Mercy. 



Thou gavest 
Thine heart's 
blood for us : 



[I Page 5fi.] 
our flesh is frail ; 
give us Grace 
and Hope ; and 

have Mercy on 
us. 



We rely on Thy 
promise of 



Mcr<'y to us. 
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^55^ 




W,«nd« 


n We ne be buf er[ie watirlaes, 




nolhlng 


J)af to springe vertu liafi no myjf ; 
J3is worMis likeroBC bittirnM 
56 Bireiic)! us discrecioun & owre sijt. 




Tli» world, the 


11 }3e feenii, fe Beiscb, [w worlde, wi|) us ay fi?f; 




doUAgbKrllb 


J)U8 be we taken in turmenf; 




HiitHtrcT 


Jterfore, lord, or pi doom be dijf, 




beflnXhj 
JudgmiMiI. 


60 Do mwci bifore }i ingemenP, 




Wi> hire compl- 


Wil* synue we ban dc-foulid oure kinde. 




oiUiiLiil 


And kinde may wo not* eschewe ; 
To wraji|ie fee, god, we ben vnkinde ; 




"■"■""■■ 


64 J30U kindeli king-, we ben vntrewe ! 

•j Ajens fiis can no clerk skile fynde ; 

GracioBB god, upon us rewe ; 




EwnmiliCTTfll 


Take nof oitro trespase in to mynde, 




""[V^'.] 


C8 EuP in J)i doom lete merei Bue ! 




wennnoleKape 


1i For >ou} we wolden from Jiee remewe, 






In ech place fiou arP preaeuf ; 
Or we were born, lord, fiou ua knewe ; 




KawmBcyon 


72 Do raerci bifore |ji iuggemenf. '^^_ 




Lorf.wtconm.it 


Lord ! oure soulc, oure spirit*, oure lijf, ^^H 






Into fiia bondis, lord, we bitake ; ^^^| 
Out^ of temptacionn and strijf, ^^H 




k«)>I»>.iEl.l.<>. 


76 Lord, kepe iia whejiec we slepe or waka ^^M 




Jeii drive 


1] Ib<»u, for fi woundia fyiie, ^^H 
And for >i [blessid] niodii sake, ^H 




^^^'" 


J3e feend away froin ua fou dryuo ^^M 
80 AVbanne dee{> witA us maist/ie schal make, ^^M 




Mhlninotwu 


H And suffre hi«i noP oure soule away to take ^^M 




oorMDVl. 


For ivliiche on roode (lou were to-rcnf ; ^^H 




S,"^"?' 


A^ens fi doom we tremble & quake ; ^^^| 




JaJgmei.l, 


84 Do mei'ci tofore yi iugemenP I ^^H 




fl«l.n,i,^ElE 


Crod, {>ou decme us rijtwijsli, ^^^| 






Medcb ]>m inci-ci vM exccnsioim, ^^M 



DO MERCI BIFORE THI lUGEMENT. 
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For we han forfetid wrowgf uUi ; 
88 Take hede to oure contriciouw ! 
II We jeelde us synful & sory 

By ^Knowliche & confessiouw ;2 

j)i passioun & fi mercy 
92 We take to oure entensiouT^. 
II Bileeue is oure saluaciouw, 

With keping* of fi comaunderaewf. 
God, putte fin holi passiou?i 
96 Bitwixe us & f i iugemewf ! Amen. 

^ MS. confessoun. 



take heed to oar 

contrition. 

We are sinful and 

sorry. 

[1 Page 58.] 
We plead Tliy 
sufferings: 



put them between 
us and Thy 
Judgment. 



["As y gan wandre," printed below, follows here.] 
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l^t f o&e of Itsus. 



(Piifjcs 90-102, written will writ h-eaJcs,) 



Tiove in Clirist is 
everluhtiiiglife; 



it tuniB work into 
r«iit. 



T Que is lijf fat' lastif ay 

})erG it* is in cn'st* macie fest^, 
AVhanne Avele ne wo it* slake mav, 
4 As y^i'iten han men wisest*. 
II \)e iiy3t* it* turnef in-to day, 
Traueile it* turnef in to rest* : 
If foil Avolt* do as y fee say, 
8 Jjoii sclialt* fa7ine be yvith fe best*. 



JiOve is like a fire ; 



it cleanses us of 
sin. 



II Loue is a fou3t* -with greet* desijr, 
And also of a fair loouy?ige ; 
Loue y likne irir-to a fier 
12 Jpat* slakeen may for no fiwg*. 
H Loue clensif us of oure sywne, 
loue owre blis schal briwge, 
Loue f e kingis liorte may wywne, 
1 6 loue of ioie euere may synge. 



Tlie help of Love 
xeuclies to beaven. 



[Page 91.] 



It couples God to 
man. 



\)e socour of loue is lif bid hie, 

For i7ito heuene it* ran ; 
Me fenkif in herte fat* it* is sli^e, 
20 Jpat* makif f e peple bofe pale & wan. 
H j5o beed of blis it* goif ful ny3, — 
I telle 30U it* as y can, — 
Jperof us f enkif f e wey to drie, 
24r For euere louo couplif god to man. 



THE LOVB OF JESUS. 
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IF Loue is better J)a7^ fe cole 

To hem faf of it* is fayn & frike, 
Jpe flawme of loue, who iny3te it* fole, 
28 If it* were euermore lijke : 
IF Loue us helif, & makif in qwart*, 
And liftif us up in-to heuene-riche, 
And loue rauischijj cr/st* in-to oure herte, 
32 I woot* nowhere no loue it* is lijke. 



Love is hotter 
than coal; 



it cheers as, and 
lifts us to heaven. 



IT Leeme to loue if fou wolt* lyue 
Whawne fou schalt* hens fare ; 
Al fi ))0U3t* to him fou 3eue 
36 ))at* may fee kepe horn care ; 

IF Loke Jjou fin herte fro him not* twynne 
J50U3 fou wandre euery where, 
So \ovl may weelde him wit/i-iwne, 
40 And loue him hertili euermore. 



Learn to Love 



Ood, and put not 
tliine heart from 
Him. 



Ihe6"u, fat* me loue hast* lende, 
In-to f i loue f ou me briwge, 
Take to fee al^ my7^ entente 
44 ))af f ou be to me myw 3emmge, 
IT And fat* sy/ine fro77i me awei were went*. 
And loue come myn owne coueitynge, 
}5at* my soule hadde herd & bent* 
48 }5e songe of f i sweets louynge. 

IF ]>\ loue is to us euerelastynge 

Fro fat* tyme fat* we may it* ve?Tili fele, 
}5erinne make we euere brewnynge, 
52 Jpat* no f ing* may it* uerrili keele. 
IF Mi f ou3t*, take it* into fin hand, 
And stable f ou it* ilke a dele, 
Jpat* y be no f ing* hildande 
66 To loue uerrili f e worldis wele. 



[Page 92.] 
Jesn! bring me 
to Thy Love 



that sin may leave 
me, 

and my soul may 
liear the song of 
Tliy loving. 



Thy Love lasts 
ever. 



Take my desire to 
Thee 



that I may not 
love the world. 



* al in margin. 
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THE LOVE OF JESUS* 



If I love any 
earthly thing. 



[Page 9S.] 
at my death it 
will be poison 



in hell. 



U If y loue ony erfeli fing* 
j)8iV paief to my wille, 
And sette my ioie in foule likinge, 
60 Whanne it* may come me tylle. 
X may drede at* my departynge 

J}at* it* wole be attir & ille, 
For alle my welfis ben wepinge 
64 whanne peyne my soule wolde spille. 



Earthly joy, 



now fresh and 
green, soon fades. 

Such is the world; 



toil and trouble. 



H \)e ioie fat* men lieere seen 
Is ful likiwge vnto fe i3ee ; 
Jpaf now is fair, freische, and grene, 
68 And anooTi aftir is welkid awey : 
II ))is is fe world, alle men moun seen. 
And wole be vnto domysday, 
Ful greet* traueile, & myche teno ; 
72 To flee fat* is ful hard in fay. 



If you leave evil. 



and give yourself 
to Christ, 



He will bring you 
to bliss. 



H If f ou leue yuel in al f i fou3t*, 
And hate f e filthe of synne, 
And 3eue to him fat* fee dere bou3f, 
76 )3at* he weelde fee witMnne, 
II Al fi soule fi lord haf sou^f, 

And f erof he wolde not* mynne ; 
}5us schalt* f ou to blis be brou3f , 
80 And wonye heuene wif-ynne. 



[1 Page 94.] 
Love is trusty and 
true. 



never changing. 
He who finds it 

need not care. 



IT For-^sof e f e kinde of loue is f is, — 
Jjere it* is trusty and trewe, — 
To stoonde euere in stabilnes, 
84 And chauwge neucre for no newe. 
U }5at* wi3t* fat* fat* loue may finde, 
Or euere in herte it* knewe, 
Fro care it* tumef fat* kinde : 
88 Such a mirf e fyndif to fewe. 



TUE LOVE OF JESUS. 
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IT For-f i, loue fou as y fee rede ; 

Crisf is trewe loun, as y fe telle ; 
WiJ) auTigilis take fou j)i stide ; 
92 J5at* ioie loke fou not' felle. 
U In erfe hate* fou no maner qweed, 
But* loke fat* fi loue may dwelle, 
For loue is more strenger fan deed, 
96 Loue is more harder fan helle. 

H Loue is li3t*, & a birf un fyne ; 

Loue gladif bof e ^onge and oolde ; 
Loue is wif out* ony pyne, 
100 As louers han me toolde. 

IT Loue is goostli deli-^ciouse as wijn 
Jpaf makif laen bof e big & bolde ; 
To f at* loue y schal me so faste tyne, 
104 Jpat* y in herte if ^ euermore holde. 



Christ is true 
Love. 



Let thy Love be 

His. 

It is stronger than 

death and hell. 



Love gladdens 
young and old. 



P Page 95.] 
It is delicious as 
wine. 

Hold fast to it. 



II Loue is f e swettiste f iiig* 

j)ai^ heere in erf e men may han ; 
Loue is goddis owne derlinge ; 
108 Loue byndif bofe blood & baan. 
U In loue, f erfore, be oure likinge ; 
I knowe no betere won ; 
For me oonli, & my louynge, 
112 Loue makif bofe buf oon. 

IT But* al fleischli loue schal fare 
As doof f e flouris of may, 
And schal be lastande na mare 
116 But* as if were an howr of a day ; 
U And sorewen aftir f af f ul sare 

Hir lusf , her pride, & al her play, 
Whawne fei aren casf in care, 
120 In-to pyne faf lastif ay. 



Love is 



Ood's own 
darling. 

Let our delight be 
in it. 



Fleslily love is 
like May flowers. 



lasting only an 
hour. 



And after comes 
sore sorrow 



tnbeU. 



^ ^loue. 



3 it in margin. 
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THB LOVE OF JESUS. 



[Page 96.] 
When men rise 
again. 



if they have 
sinned Iiere, 



they shall lie in 
bell. 



U WTia?zne her bodies in fe fon liggew, 
])anne schulen her soulis be in drede, 
And up a^en as men schulen risen, 
124 And answere for her mys dede. 
II If fei be seen fan in sywne, 

And now heere fer liif fei ledde, 
}5an schulen fei ligge helle wijj-iwne, 
128 And derkenes haue to niede. 



Rich men shall 
rue their sin in 
heU. 



But Love, and 
then you'll sing 
to Christ. 



U Riche men her hondis schal wryngo, 
And her wickid werkes abie 
In flawmes of fier bitterli brewnynge, 
132 Wif care and sore we schamefastli. 
H If Jjou wolf loue, fan may fou synge 
To fi lord crist* in melodie : 
\)e loue of hi77i oue?*comoj) al fing* ; 
136 In loue lyiie we & die. 



Jesa, Son of Gk>d ! 



send Love into 
my heart I 
[1 Page 97.] 



Be my Love ! 



Ihesu ! god-is sone pou art^, 
lord of moosf hi3 magiste, 
Sende verrili loue in-to myn herte 
140 Oonly ^to coueite fee ! 
H Reue me likinge of fis world, 
Mi loue fat* f ou may be ; 
Take myn herte in-to f i ward, 
144 And sette fou me in stabilte ! 



Jesu, maiden's 
Sun! 



Pierce my soul 
with thy spear. 



Make my heart 
liglit in thy 
sweetness. 



U Ihe^ai ! fou, f e maidens sone, 
}5at* with f i blood me boujte, 
Jjirle my soule with f i spere anoon, 
148 \)aV myche loue in men hast* wroujt*. 
U Me longif fou lede me into fi si3t', 
And f astne fere in fee my f ou3f ; 
In f i swetnes make myw herte li3f, 
152 })aV al my woo wexe to noujt*. 



THE LOVE OP JESUS. 
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H Lhesu, liiy god & my loueli king* 1 
Forsake fou not* my desijr ; 
Mi j30U3t< make to be meekinge ; 
156 I hate bofe pride & ire. 
H pi wil is al my desirynge ; 
Of loue kyndele fou fe iier, 
Jpat* y with fi sweete loaynge 
160 Wijj auTigils take myn hire. 

U Wouwde foil myn herte wif-iwiic, 
And weelde me at* fi wille ; 
Of blis \>aV neuere schal bly?ziie, 
164 })ou. fastne me faf y not spille. 
U }5af y fi lone may wywne, 

Of grace my fou^V fou fiUe, 
And make me cleene of sywne 
168 J5at* y may come fee tille. 

^ Ihesu ! putte iw-to myn herte 
pe memorie of fi pyne ! 
In sijknes,^ and eek in qwarte, 
172 j)i loue be euerie myne ! 
!Mi ioie is al of fee ; 

My soule, take if as fine ; 
Mi lone eue?*e wexinge be, 
176 So fat* y neuere dwyyme. 



Jesu, my God I 



make me meek ; 



kin«ile within me 
tlie tire of Love! 



Wield me at Thy 
will. 



[Page 980 
that 1 may win 
Thy love 



and come to Thee. 



Jesu, remind me 
of Thy suflTerings. 



give me Thy 
Love, 



take my soul :i8 
Thine. 



U My lone is eue?*e in 8i3inge 
While y dwelle in f is way ; 
Mi loue is in fee longynge, 
180 )3af bindif me ni3t* & day 
H Tille y come vnto my king*, 
\)eve y wone with him may, 
And se his fair schynynge 
184 In lijf fat* lastif ay. 



My Love sighs 



and longs 



till I come to my 
King 



in Life that lubtetb 
aye. 



1 MS. lijkuea. 
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THE LOVE OF JB8U8. 



Clirist lias sent 
nfie His Love. 



All woe has left 
me. 



H Longiwge is in me so lent* 

For loue, faf y ne can lete ; 
His loue he haj? me now senf 
188 ])aV euerj bale may bete ; 
U Sifen faf myn herte was hient^ 
In mstis loue so sweete, 
Al woo fro me awei is went* 
192 And we neuere a3en schulen mete. 



I sit aiid sing. 
[1 Page 99.] 
Jesu, my joy. 



bring me to Thy 
dwelling. 



H I sitte and synge of loue longynge 
J)af in my ^brest* is now bred. 
Ihesu, my king< and my ioiynge \ 
196 Whi ne were y to fee led 1 

U Ful weel y woot* in al my 3ernyrige, 
In al ioie, y schulde be fed. 
Ihesn ! me brynge to fi woniynge, 
200 For fe blood fat* fou hasf bleed. 



Jesus was hung 
on the Cross, 



scourged. 



and crowned with 
thorns. 



H Demed he was on a crosse to heng*, 
J5e fair auwgelis foode ; 
Wif scourgis fei gan him sore swing* 
204 Whawne fat* he hoimd&n stoode ; 
H His brist* was bloo in betyng*, 
Not spilf was his blood ; 
J5e forn crowned faf king* 
208 j)aV doon was on fe roode. 



White was His 

breast, 

[See Political 

B. and L. Poems, 

p. 214.] 

wtin his face. 



down his blood 
did glide. 



White was his nakid breest*, 

& reed his bloodi side, 
Wan was his face fairest* , 
212 Hise wouwdis depe & wide. 
H J3e iewis wolde not* fan reste 

To pyne him more in fat* tide ; 
Al he suffride fat* was wisest*, 
216 His blood to lete doun glide. 



THE LOVE OF JESUS. 
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IT Blyndid were hise faire 73611, 

And al his fleisch bloodi f or-bete ; 
Hise ^louesiim lijf fat* alle men si3e[w], 
220 Ful myldeli he out* gan lete. 



[} Page 100.] 
out he let hig 
lovesome life. 



U Deed & lijf biguwne to strmen 
Whefer my3t* be maister fere ; 
Liif was slayn, & roos a-3en ; 
224 In-to blis ful fair may we fare. 
U He fat* fee bou3t* haue al f i f ou3t*, 
And lede he it* in to his loore ; 
Jene al fin herte to crist* in qwarte, 
228 And so to lone him eue?*more. 



Life was slain. 



but rose again to 
give lis bliss. 



Give thy heart to 
Christ ! 



U I si3e, y sobbe, bof e day & ny3t*, 
For oon fat* is so fair of hue ; 
j)Qve is no f ing* mjn herte may H^t* 
232 But* his loue fat* is so true. 
H Who so hadde him in his si3te, 
Or in his herte him knewe, 
His moornywge schulde tume into ioie bri3t*, 
236 His longynge into glewe. 



I sigh and sob for 
Him; 



nothing bat He 
can comfort me. 



He alone can 



turn mourning 
into joy. 



II In mirf e lyuef he ny3t* & day 
J5at* louef fat* sweete childe ; 
Wraf f e wolde from him awey, 
240 Were he neuere so wielde. 
IT It* is ihesu, forsof e to say, 
Of alle meekist* & myelde ; 
He fat* in herte him louef fat* day, 
244 From yuel he wole hi?3i schielde. 

IT Of ihesu Joanne moost* list* me speke, 
J3at* may of al my bale be bot« ; 
Me f inkef myn herte wole al to-breke 
248 Whawne y finke on fat* soote. 



He who loves 
Jesus, 



[Page 101.] 

meekest and 
mildest of all, 



will be shielded 
from evil. 



Of Jesus I must 
speak. 
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THE LOVE OF JESUS. 



for He has caught 
my heart in Love. 



H In louG ku^f he haf my })0U3f , 
J5at< y schal ueuero for-lete ; 
Ful dere me finkej? he haf me bou3t*, 
252 WiJ) bloodi heed, hondis, & feeto. 



For Love my 
lieart will burst 
when I see Christ. 



Love is the best 
of all works. 



H For loue myn herte wole to-berste 
Whawne y faf fair loue biholdo ; 
Loue is ful fair fere it* is fest*, 
256 j)aV neuere wole bo coolde. 
II Loue us reue}) ]?e ny3tis rest* ; 
In grace if niakijj us boolde ; 
Of alle werkis loue is fe beeste, 
260 As holi me7i me haf tolde. 



I sigh when I 
think on Jesus 



nailed on the 
Cross, 



[Page 102.] 
suffering for man. 



IT 'No wondir if y si3hande be, 
And 6i]>e7i in woo al bi-sett< ; 

Ihesn was nailid upon bo tree ; 
364 3he, al bloody for-beet*. 

U To pvike on hhn is greet* pitee. 
To se how tenderli he gret* ; 
Jpis haj? he suffride, man, for fee, 
268 If fat* fou wolt* fi sywnes leett*. 



The sweetness of 
Christ's Love 
none can tell. 



God keep him 
who Loves, IVom 
lielK 



H Jpere is no lijf in erfe may telle 
Of fis loue fe swetnes : 
Jjat* stidefastli in loue can dwelle, 
272 His ioie is euere eendelees. 

H God schielde fat* he schulde to helle, 
J5at* of loue longiwge kan not* ceesse, 
Or euere hise enemyes schulde him qweUe, 
276 Or fat* he so his loue schulde lese. 



Jesus is tlie Love 
that lasteth aye. 



IF Ihesu is f e loue fat* lastif ay, 
To him is oure longiwge. 
Thesii f e ny3t* turnef to day, 
280 And derknes in-to day spryng*. 



THE LOVE OF JESUS. 
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IT Ihem ! finko on us now and ay, 
For fee we holde ourc kyng* ! 
Ihesu, 3ene us grace })af weel may, 
284 To loue fe with oute eendynge ! — A-M-E-K 



Jesu, think on us. 



and give us 
Grace to love 
thee ever. Amen. 



["The good wijf," printed in The Bcibees Book, &c., follows.] 
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BE WHAT OURE LORD 8UFFR1DE FOR OUHE SAKE. 



and bound the 
Devil, 



and brought 
Adam, Eve, and 
others, from hell. 



If you follow 
Jesus, 



P Page 120.] 
you shall find that 
Meekness will 
prevail. 



bringing you to 
endless Joy. 



And boond J)e feend for al his boost* 
60 J}at* he was neuere so sore adradde. 
If Al ajens his wil & al his oost* 

Adam & eue wztA him he ladde, 
And many moo out* of faf coosf 
64 })af weren in pnsoun ful hard bistadde. 



And if J)ou in ihe^u haue delite, 

J30U3 al })e world do fee assaile, 
Do aftir J)is, & fou schalt* wite 

))at* meekenes ^Wole fee moost* availe; 
For who fat* suffrif heere dispite, 

And meekeli a-bidif in fat* bataile, 
it wole turne hem to greet* profite 

& eendlees ioie for her trauaile. 



68 



72 



If any man do 
you wrong. 



for Jesus' love 



suffer it; you 
shall dwell with 
Him in bliss. 



IF If ony man do to us a mys, 

Or wole in ony wise to us ojffende, 
for f e loue of ihesu haue my?ide on f is, 
76 & lete meekenes fi mood ameende 
wif ihe«u cnst*, as oon of his, 

And sufOre meekeli what* god wole sende, 
f a»ne schal we be w»t^ him in blis 
80 fat* euere schal laste wif outew eende. A-M-E-N, 



["How mankinde doo> bigynne," pp. 58-78 of this Text, 

follows here.] 
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toigtc mg si(f mgw otoiic Maa* 



[L«7w5e^^ illf5. 853, ah. 1430 A.D.,^a^e 226-33.] 
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IX iny 3onge age ful wielde y was, 
Mi silf Jat* tyme cowde y not* knowe, 

Y wolde haue my wil in euery place, 
And fat* haj) now broujf me ful lowe. 
}5inke, ihesu, how y am })in owe 1 

For me weere })i sidis bofe pale & bloo ! 
To chastise me J)ou doisf if, y trowe ; 

Y wiyte my silf myne owne woo ! 



In my youth I 
was vei"y wild, 



and that has 
brought me low. 
But, Jesu, think 
how I am thine. 



I blame myself 
for my woe. 



IF I made couenaunf , true to be, 
Firste whanne y baptisid was ; 

Y took to f e world, & wente from fee, 
12 Y folewide fe feend al in his traas ; 

From wraffe and enuye wolde y not* pas ; 
Coueitise and auarise y usid also. 
My fleische hadde his wille, alas ! 
16 Y wiyte my silf myn owne woo ! 

IF Now y woof y was ful wielde. 
In fat* my wil passid my witt* ; 

Y was ful sturdy, & J)ou ful myelde ; 
20 Ihesu, lord, y knowe weel it*. 

Of fi blis y were ful qwytf 
If y hadde aftir fat* y haue do ; 
But* to f i merci y truste ^itt*, 
24 Y wiyte my silf myn owne woo ! 



I kept not my 

baptismal 

covenant. 



but followd the 
devil, 



let my flesh 
have its will. 



and was 
rebellious. 



But, Jesa, 

[Page 227.] 



I trust to Tliy 
mercy. 



^ / goes to lino 7. 




I WITE Mt 8ILF MTN OWSE WOO. 

H I was liij of hertn and etonrte, 
And in my closing' wondre gay; 
I lokide man sehnlda vn-to me lowte 

28 "Wliere-so faV y wento bi Jie wey. 
Taire wommcu, and good aray, 
Al myn entent* y took fer-to ; 
Ajen fi teehinge euere y aeide nay; 

32 I wite my silf myu o^vne woo ! 

II I trustide more to ivorldii good 

]3an to god fat' if me sonte ; 

Weeljte made me hij of mood ; 

36 Lusf and likyng* me oiisr wente. 

To gete good y wolde uof atente, 

Y na roujte how y come Jjei^to ; 
To Jie poore y neifer jaf ne lento ; 

40 Y wiyte my silf myn o^vne woo t 

H Lord, y hadde no drede of fee ; 
Mi grace wente away perfore ; 
Euf, lord, as Jiou boujtiaf me, 
44 So lete me neuere be for-lore. 

for me {ton sufEredisf peines sore ; 
J)ou Brf my freend, and y (ti foo ; 
Mercy, lord ! y wole no more ; 

Y wiyte my silf myn owna woo 1 

fl jjcr bea ,iij. poyntis of myacbeef 
Jjat ben confuaioujj to many a man. 
Which Jjaf worchen to her Bonlis gi-eet g 

Y achal hem rehersen as y can. 
Poore men proud, jiat' litil han, 
)3ei wolen bo a-raied as riche mere goo ; 
psi hiatlren hem eilf & o))ir ])au, 
And mowe wjyto hem silf her owne won, 

H A I'iche man, ^eef, is anothir, 
]}a^ of coneitise wole nof slako ; 



I WITE MV SFLF MYS OWNE woo. 


37 ^H 


If he witA wrong* bigile liis bmpii, 


cb»t!ng ^H 


60 Heuena blia he schal forsake ; 


^^1 


Eifote god, for Jteeffce if ia take, 


^H 


Al JinP witA wrong* he wyTmef so ; 


w1^^»ltb ^H 


Buf il he here a-meendis inake^ 


[1 1.^1 ^^M 


64 he achal wiyte him silf hia owne woo. 


H 


1[ An oolde men lecchour, J>e fridde if is. 


^H 


For hia eomplexioun wexif coolde ; 


^^m 


If biingef ])e Boule to peyiie from l)!is, 


^H 


68 If stinckeji on god so manye foolde. 


^^1 


Theise .iij. f af y haue of toold 
Ben pleasinge to fie feend oure foo ; 


TlwlhiwplHU. ^^H 


Hem to use, who ia so boohl. 


^^1 


73 May wiyte hiin silf hie owne woo. 


^1 


H Manye defautis god may fynde 


Ood Iboffi ui ^^H 


In va Jiaf schulde hise seruauMtia he; 


^^1 


He flchewitA us loue, & we ynkiude. 


^^M 


76 Cettia J>e more to blame be wee. 


^H 


Summe staren broode & moun nof ae, 
Synne is fe canse if fariji soo ; 


^x""" H 


Suche dreden nof god, y aeie to paa, 


W«rn>rbl.inr ^^M 


80 And may wiyte hem ailf her owne woo. 


^M 


fl 111 .iij. fingis y dare weel sayn 


[P^130.1 ^^M 


god Bciiulde be worachipide oner al fing' ; 


w» BhaDld ^^H 


do rijtwijanea witA merd vith al pi mayn ; 




8i f e fridde ia cleennesse in lyuynge : 




To biachopia & curatis fiaf han kepijige, 


-hkhbi<ii<iT>, ^^H 


if is her charge, & to lordis also. 


^b^dt^^iH ^^1 


and if pei contrarie god-is biddirage, 


^^H 


88 Jiei may wiyte beiii ailf her owne woo. 


^1 


H wrong' ia an hij aeete fere rijf schulde he, 


Wrong I> now Ht ^^^| 


merci for mya deede is piitf away ; 


J 



lio I WITK WV SILF JIVK OWSE WOO. 

i.Miitiy drivn Ictulierie haj) niaJe cleimesse to flee, 

9;; Loue may not* abide nyghf ne day. 
J}ua {)o feend, y dare weel say, 
wole mnke oure freend oure moosf foo : 

(iiuno juqiwK Ulan, amende pee whilis fiou may, 

uml'm'^^''"" 96 Or wiyte [li silf fin ownu woo. 

1 inun be tnniiiieii H If IS DO wondir boui T be woo 

«]ilLuIliJlowi„y ■, , -, 

wn-iii. Jnyn owne wil ■whUe y wole aewe, 

& my lordia bidding* wole not' diw ; 
100 y am ful fale, buf he is trewe, 
[pjm*!«i.] And jif lie fyndifi me with al ymff newe, 

I wrio i>ie doiii. And y seme Jie feeod, and go him froo ; 

lint' if y amende, if schal me rewe, 
1LI4 And may wiyt* my silf myn owne woo. 

IT In Jire degrees fe world kept* is, 
Priau, kuigiii^ WM pteestis, knyjtis, and laborers, 

iimii BiL niiTer it Aud which of hem faf doan amys, 

108 Jjei scliulen if abie wondir deer. 

lii good eosaumplia pe ^y-eestis scbiild lere 
f3e vnleoraed liow foi achulden doo : 
iii.i biome tiieiD- If Iter word & work coorde not" in fere; 

ii.irtu. 1 1 2 J3ei raowe wite hem silf her owne woo. 

LdciiB Biioutd H Kiiyjthode also, lordis, ue o)iir, 

Si:liulden noP be of conaoienoo light, 

loip Hie poor, J)ei Bchuideit lieipe her poore suster or broker, 

116 And also strengfie hem in her ryghf 

101 iiiBtead nfttii Jjoruj prido & coueitiae aumme leesen hec myjf ; 

For letcherie, grace is kept? hem froo ; 

ind niirni tmroe If )?ei biholde her owne in-syghf, 

imn!l^i». 1 20 pa mowe wiyte hem silf her owue woo. 

[Fog* Mi.] H )3e laborer schulde tndy traiieile Jtan, 

Ami be rijtful hojio in woiile it deede, 



I WITB MY 8ILP MYN OWNE WOO. 
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And what-euere werkis paf he can, 
124 And resonabli to take his meede. 

Wrongfulli summe her lijf heere lede 
Among* leerned & lewde if is fouwde so, 
ATid in her laste eende if is to dredo 
128 J)ei niowe wiyte hem silf her owne wo. 



work well, and 
take reasonable 
wages. 

But some do 
wrong, 



and will have to 
blame themselves. 



IT Man, take hede whaf pou arf : 

Buf wormes meete ! fou woosf weel fis ; 

Whanne faf fe erfe haj) take his parf , 
132 Heuene and helle schal haue his. 

K Jjou doisf weel, fou goisf to blis ; 

If pou do yuel, pou goosf to pi foo ; 

Loue pi lord god, & pinke on pis, 
136 Or pou wite pi silf pin owne woo. 



Man, worms' 
food, thou must 
go 



to bliss or heU. 



Do not have to 
blame thyself for 
thy woe. 



IT Now ihera crisf , oure sauyour : 
From oure foos pou vs defende ; 
In al oure nede be oure socour, 
140 Heere & whawne we hens wende, 
And sende us grace so to amende, 
His blisse paf we may come vnto, 
Heere to make so good an eende 
144 Jjaf wee nof cause oure owne woo. 

Deo gracias. . 



Christ, defend us. 



here and 
hereafter. 
[Page 288.] 

Bring ns to Thy 
bliss, that we may 
not cause our own 
woe. 



[End of the MS. In a later hand is " This is sir 
Hary myndes booke. Record ^ of John Dauis, & of str 
John George & of S*> Robert george fines " (?).] 



May be Eecevd, 
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% iirtnes of % pme |tsns. 



[Page 88.] 



TliiB name, Jesue, 

wlien thou 
ttpeakest it, it 
shiill be lioney in 
tliy moutlt and 
melody in thine 
heart. 



l« Page 89.] 
Think on Jeeus ; 



it drives out the 
devil, and opens 
heaven. 



Also hail Mary 
often. 



Keep Love in 
tliiiie heart, for 
Love is the ful- 
filling of the Law. 



If foil wole be weel ^yith god, And haue grace 
to reule fi lijf, And come to fe ioie of loue, pin name 
ihe^u, fastne if so fast* in pin lierte J5af it* come neuere 
4 ouf of J)i Jjou^f. And wliamie fou spekisf to him, 
& seist* iheifu. J)oru3 custum. If schal be in fin eere 
ioie, And in fi mouf hony, And in fin herte melo- 
dic, For f ou schalf f i7ike ioie to heere f e name of 
8 ihesvi bo nempned*,^ swetnes to speke if, Myirfe & 
song* to f inke on if. K fou f inke on ihe«u con- 
tynueli. And holde if stabli. If purgif f i 8y?ine, if 
kyndelif fin herte. If clarifief fi soule. If remeuef 

12 anger, if doif a- way slownes, If wyndif in loue 
folfillid of charite. If chasif fe deuel, if puttif 
ouf drede, If openef heuene, if makif contemplatijf 
mew haue in mynde ofte ihesu. For alle vicis & 

16 fantu?7is if puttif fro fe louer. Also perto heile ofte 
marie bof e day & ny3f , A7id f anne myche ioie & 
loue schalf f ou fek. And f ou do aftir f is lore, J5e 
needif nof greetli coueite many bookis. Holde loue 

20 in herte & in werk. And f ou hasf al f c/f we may 
seie or write, For fulnes of lawe is charite : In f af 
hongif al. 



There is a curl of contraction as for er over the second c. 



41 



gi SSoug CalUh 



p4 ^m^\m ^n[lmmi 



OR 



larlammtura of IwnMs. 



{Lamheih MS. 853, a&. 1430 a.d., Pa^es 157—182.) 



TTTha?ine marye was greet* with gabnel, 

• And had cowceyued & hoien a childe, 
Alle fe deuelis of p& eir, of erfe, & of helle, 
4 helden fer paralamenf of faf maide mylde, 
H What* man had made her wombe to swelle. 
" To tempten hir 30 tenden to seelde ; 
her childis fadir who can telle, 
8 Who dide w^t7i hir Jjo werkis wielde 1 " 



When Mary had 
^ven birth to 
Jesos, all the 
Devils lield a 
consultation as to 
who had begotten 
Hira. 



H In helle J?e feendis foo answeride, 
** We knew neuere fadir faf he hadde, 
But* amongis prophetis we haue leerid 
12 \)aV god vriih man ha J) couenawit* maade ; 
II A serpent* iw-deseert* was rerid, 
So schal god-is sone in man be had, 
J5e soule of him schal be vnsperid, 
16 his herte to-cloue, and he for-bleed. 



The Hell-Devils 
did not know, but 
had leamt firom 
Prophets 



that God's Son 
was to be raisd 
in man, and to 
suffer death ; 



U )5ese prophetis speken so in myst*, 
What* J?ei mente we neuere knewe ; 
j)ei spoken of oon schulde bote crz'st*, 
*2{) Buf maries sone hi^to ihesu ; 



[Page 158.] 

and tliat one, 
Christ, should 
oome; but Mary's 
Son was Jeans. 



H And ftcii seiden Jjof oriaV wiUt goil scLiUde I 
a-twisf, 
Uiif [lis ihara neuere in Jw godhede ; 
We ben bigilid alle wif oure lysf. 
'2i pe claop ia al of anothir bew ; 

H And Jjouj god make hise perlaraent' 
Of peBS, mercy, tioiitlie, & 
And from heuen til erfe his sotte be seuf 
2S In mankinde to take a 

% We schulew ordeyne bi oon asaenf 
A prmey couiicell al of treaouu. 
And clityme ihani for oure i< 
32 For fat" lie ia ki«de of man, it ia good ciiesoujt. 

II Write we his name, whcpw 
Sifea to us he is vnkuowen. 
For fouj he be come of straunge seed, 
3G Jit' i« adams g 

51 Whanne lie ia ripe, do we oure dede ; 
Loke we paV we him bope repe & mowu/ 
For fiouj god him silf oure rollia rede, 
411 Bi rijf we chalenge ihwu for owi'e owne." 

' ' xo iue> maistir douel, it lija ; 

To ihesu wole y take hedo. 

To noriache him in manye deliJB, 

4-1 His freel fleiscbe bofe to clojie & fede; 

H And Jiouj Jiat he be neiiwe so wijc, 

Jif ouf of fe wey y wole him lede, 

Aud moke of him bofe fool and nyue, 
■ty And in helle his soule brede." ' 

H J3U3 deuelis fer wilia caste 
Wifi fer argumentia greete, 
& firiUi jeer (lei foondid faste 

' This liue aildtd ut bottotu. 




™L^^ 


^H 


53 To tempte ;hfo<u in nianye an hote. 


^H 


H " In to a wildirnea wM ihesus y paste, 


.T>d.6ntUm ^^H 


Of Km tnowliche for to goto, 


^H 


And fourty dales [lere he faate 


wliers lie Citlca ^^^H 


56 Wijioute sleep, drinke, or meeti:." 


■ 


H Jje maistir denel wondra fonjte 


^^H 


Of iliesns etnlworjte complexioun ; 


w'^ndl^t^"' ^H 


Ei mannya fode lyuede he noujte. 


^^H 


60 But bi praiera and deuocioun. 


onpnjeni; ^^^m 


IT " But wharane lie bigan to hunger, as me fou^f, 


liiit St lift ^^^H 
teinpl«d Him, ^^^H 


To tempte him fawno y made ma boun : 


& ' Lo, heere be stoonya hard y-wroujte, 


^^H 


■ 64 Make herof breed, y seiiie, to mawniB foisonn.' 


bread.- ^^^1 


H ' Foraofe,' ihera seide, ' not oonli in brec-d 


^1 


ia yen-ili mannis propir lynyn;;', 


Ik!^.''bi?,?^' ^^M 


Buf in enery worde of fe godhede 


Rordorood.- ^^^M 


68 To body and soule ia coumfoi'tynge,' 


^^H 


H Vpon an hij pinnacle fawne y him broi^te, 




And leff him jiere, and kep a-downe, 


CI^Up^dcTn'^ ^^H 


And seide, ' sane fee harmeleea, lyme & heed, 


Biid nikid iliiii la ^^H 


73 And ki|ie now inaistriea wliile Jioii art" jouge. 


^1 


11 If f on be god-is Eone, lete ae ; 


^1 


Of fee is writen longe a-goon. 


'^^'^^t!a„i, ^1 


" Aangils in hondia achullon beere fee 




76 Lesf f on sputne f i foof af a atoon." ' 


^^M 


If Quod ihesu, ' in holi writf fou maisf se, 


[PltOlSI.] ^^H 
' Tempt notthT ^^m 


Tempte nof fi lord god lyuynge aloone ; 


Wif ai fi niyghf and fi pooste 


80 j3ou schalf liini seine, and ofir noone.' " 


^m 


H }je deuel sij if myghf not geyn ; 


^M 


Of iheau hia purpoa he gan mjs ; 


r),m u.t ^^H 


He hroujte him til an hi3 mouiit<^yu, 


" J 



JjE DEUEr.lS I'lIUI.AMENT. 

8i And bad him do as he wolde wja. 

IT And fioTs be schewide hint upon (laf pleyn, 

lowels, ritchesse, aad worldli blisse ; 

" Worschipe me here, & bicome Diy swayn, 
^iS And y schal jeue pee al this." 

IT " Go, aathanaa ! from blis {ion flip, 
From henene riche, Jjat" rial tour ! 
It" is writeii oonli in holi wiitf 
'J2 ' f)i lord god fou sclialf honour.' " 

H "Alas," quod pe deuoj, "where hast' ^oii Jjaf 
witt^J 
\>i wordis are bittir, pi werkis aren Boiir, 
]>i conclusioun so soore me knyt*, 
!)6 I abood neuece ao scharp a schour." 

II Jje deuelia gadriden per greet fruum, 
And heeldea per peilament^ in pe luysf , 
" Oon wolde riflee na at^ hnme, 
100 And gadere pe fl.our ouf of oure grysf ; 
IT Neewe giloiirs wolde waite ub schame, 
Oon[ys] mew clupid him iohne pe baptisti, 
Euf now he hap turned, ihesus is hia name 
lOi }3af firsf hijte ihesu, now is clcpiil cryat, 



It I Bij him neuere rage no plawe, 
Euf euere in Etabilues he is ay, 
And streitely kepip god-is la we, 
108 And s'ijfly wip-stoondip myn assay; 
fl To werkis of vice wole he not* drawe ; 
A woadir ivorde y herde him say, 
pe greet* temple he wolde doun prawe, 
112 And reiae if ajen on pe pridde day. 



fl Whawne ho was born, wondris faifol : 
Oucr al was pees, bope eest* and west. 



J)B DEUBLIS PERLAMENT. 
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In rome of oile fere sprong< a welle, 
116 'From tristiuer^ to tybre if ran presf. 
IF In rome fer templis doun felle, 
J5er mawmetis dide?i al to-bresf , 
Aungils to scheperdis glorie gan telle — 
120 * In erfe, to al mankinde, bofe pees & rest*.' 

IF J?e emperoiir in rome stood hi^e, 

J5re suTjnis in oon he si3 schyniwge clere, 
In fe myddis of hem a maiden he si3e 
124 A man childe in her armes beere. 

IT \)e emperot^r & eek sibile spoken prophesie, 
And fei acordiden bof e in feere, 
And seiden * god-is sone mankinde schulde bie ; 
128 IV is pe tokene, J?e tyme nei3ej) neere/ 

IT Also fre kingis come fro fer, 
To worschipe ihesu al fei sou3te ; 
}5at* reisid eroudis herte fere 
132 }5em to slee, for fei so wrou^te. 
IF Bi fe li^tnynge of a sterre, 

To ihesu alle fre presentis fei brou3te ; 
Homeward an auTJgil tau^te hem nerre 
136 A-nofer wey fan fei had fou^te. 

IT Jjawne y couwcellid erond -with-inne a while 
To distroie fe former prophesie, 
J5at* alle men children in towne & pile 
140 to slee fem, faf ihesics myght* with hem die. 
IT He ascapide in to egipf ; in faf while 
fer mawmetis fil dou« from an hi3e ; 
he knew my f ou3te, & si3 my gilee, 
144 y myghte not* hide me from his y3e. 

IT To tempte ihesn if wole not* availe ; 
Of f e worldis good haf he no neede ; 



a well of oil 
sprang up in 
Rome; temples 
fell; idols broke. 
[Page 163.] 



Angels announst 
Peace on enrth 
to all mankind. 



The Emperor saw 
three Suns in 
one; in their 
midst a Maid with 
a child. 



He and the Sibyl 
prophesied, 'Gk>d's 
Son sliall redeem 
manlcind; the 
time draws nigh.' 



Three Kings came 
from far to 
worship Jesus, 



led by the liglit of 
a Star, bringing 
presents. 



[Page 164.] 
The Devil advised 
Herod 

to slay all the 
male children. 



but Jesus escaped 
into Egypt, 

detecting the 
Devil's guile. 



*It is no good to 
tempt Him ; 



^ Is this Trastevcre. 



I leese on him so niycLo trauaile, 
.8 )}e more y ao worclie, f>e worse y apwle ; 
1i WiHi ))e scharper n-Bautis y him aasaile, 
)3e laaae of me he atooniiif in dredp, 
Jje bolder in bikir y biddo bim bataile, 
)2 ))o laase of me be takifi hede. 




H For if y tempte birti in wraffie or pride, 
Wif pacience and mekenes be aconfltip n 
If y tempte bim to letcberie, y n 
p of wif cbaatitee. 
IT In glotenie & enuye wo!e be noP abide, 
Buf is eiiere in meaure and in chariteo ; 
In coueitiae & aiiariae wole he not" ride, 
e in largenes and in pouorte." 

H }je deuel aeide, " neifier in hoof ne cooldo' 
I may not^ make him atumble ne falle ; 
I nyate him neiiece goo to scolee,' 
1 64 And jiP oonis y eij biro apute in fe scoola halJe : 
H He satte hi"( aUf on Jib hijeaf atoole, 
And argued ajena pe maistris alle ; 
Summe caJIid him wijs, aumme eaJlid hinz foole, 
168 Buf 'goddia sone' he him silf doof calle. 



H Hiae werkis pasaen 


Qia«ni8 kinde. 


For crokid & creplia 


hemakiprijf; 


For deef, & dombe, 


& boren bJynde, 


72 he ;eue|) hem apech 


, beeiyng-, & sighf. 


fl 'Woode men, be jeueji hem fer mynde. 


And maki|) mesels hool and hjf ; 


A legiouw of feendia 


m a man be dide finde 


76 Alle be drofe ouf fc 


nij bis mygliU 


H 'Wiyii of watir he n 


«kij. Wylie, 


And donf raanye n 


TOTidir dede. 




^M fP, DKUELIS PEM-AMBST. 


if ^^M 


Wif two iyschis, aiid buos fyue, 


i^i.smm.„ ^H 


180 fyue fouaand men y sawj him fede. 


snd five Uiaics, ^^H 


H Twelne leepis of releef ^erot dide friue 


uf n^gmiirl., ^^H 


To men, women, & children, Jiaf haddeii noiIe 


Deed men he reisid from rteef to Ijue, 


^^1 


184 And jtf werijj he neuere buf oo wede. 




11 He handh|) neifsr money ne knyf, 


H 


NeifCT- in syrene deairij) he ony -womaji to liis ; 


Hed»lr»..n>l„ ^H 


Buf oonis he sailed a weddid wijf. 


EvS™" ^1 


188 la spousehriohe paf hadde dooit mya. 


^^H 


H He is so wondirful in lijt, 
I can nof knowe weel whaf be is ; 


He ii inch B ^^1 


I wolde we hadde eondid oure atriif ; 


^H 


1 92 He ia oute of oure bookis, & we ouf of his. 


^ir"""^ ^M 


A litte, rtipen y him firaf tempte bigan, 

•^ I sij him neae™ chaunge hewe ; 
Oonys he bad me ' go, foule sathan ! ' 


^1 


111 


1 96 Euez-e-more paf repreef y rewe. 


H In werkis he is good, in pei-aooae a man ; 


^^H 


Lijk to him y neuere noon knewe. 


L^ariTt^iJ^' ^H 


Where lemed he al Jie witf fat- he Ciiii 1 


ledge coine tkiHii = ^^| 


200 For euery day he doofi wondris neewe. 


^1 


If I folewide him oonys to a place, 


^1 


To a monnteyne upon an hi^te; 


0<,.«IwHMn ^H 


Petir, iames, & iohfi, >ere was, 
204 Ely & moysea stood >ere «p rijf. 


with ^^M 

j.di«,joiin, ^^m 


H I wolde haue seen ihesu^ia face. 


Hlsb«>hon<'><> ^^H 


Buf y myjf nof, if achoon so brijf ; 


^^H 


In fe soojjfasf Bu?me closid if was, 


^H 


208 pe hii^V beemys blonf my eijf. 


^m 


H To lette fe prophesie soone y wenf , 


i^v.ii,.j.», ^M 


))e iewis to alee ihesu y jaf hewi chois ; 


l'iTiCjT>^. ^H 


^ Appsrontly S in red, partly tut, bofors "A filtc." 


1 



flE DEDKMS 

If he (lie on pe roode, we aeliul be achent" : 
212 1 wolde nof (wf foi haJde ^eas Jiaf voia. 
H lie was woo lor [laf iiigemenf, 

Of ' cmcifuge ' to henre fie noise ; 

Pilatis wijf y Iwid hisily jeiie tenf 
216 J5((f iheeii were nof doon on fe crois. 

^ Jif pe iewis, for hise dedia goode. 

Fills witnes vpon him fei betid. 

And nailid bim. upon fe roode, 

220 And pcyned hi?« fere til faf he deiecl. 

K Tndir his lift" side y my silf stood, 

And aftir liis soiile fill naruj a-spied ; 

I wiaf npuere whidir it^ jode ; 

224 Whanne he if iip jaf, so manly be cried ; 

H J)e aiinne & moone loeten ]ier lighf , 
pe elementia foajten aa leif of |)uadir, 
fa erfe qwoke, and mounteynes an kiglif, 
228 Valais, & stoonya, buratcn a-sundir ; 
H Dede men risen poruj his myjf 
To here witnea of fuf wondir ; 
My niynde failid, y loate my aijte, 
232 I nyate bow soone y came fer vndir. 

H Ihe*w is soule ia wente, y woof nof where, 
So pj^uely it dide from me paaae ; 
"Wharane hie herte was firllid -with a spere, 
336 }3anne wyste y weel who be was. 
H Ordeyne we ua wif al oure gere, 
For hidir be jiinkij) to make a race; 
Aiise we alle faf ben bounden beere, 
240 And foond we to defends oiire place, 

H For if ]raf be wole hidir come, 
We scbuleni foonde euery-oboori, 



fK DKL'aUS PEKLAUENT, 

AIIb to-gid«re, bof u IiqijI & some, 
2ii To leer him from fe top to fo tooii." 
IT Jjamie seide lucifer aiioons, 
" If is buf waaaf to spekeii so j 
)3e spirit* of him is now hidir come 
248 For to woroheu ua alio woo." 



IT Jwre as fe goode soulia diden in (iwtiUe, 
J5ei clieyned fe ^iitis, and barred hem faste ; 
"A! now," iheau seide, "je princis felle, 
253 Openef fe jatia faf eaere achal laste, 
IT And letif) in ^oure king* of blis to belle." 
Jje deuelis axid biro fanno in haste, 
" Who is Jie king of blis fou doosf of telle 1 
256 Weneef poa to make us alle a-gaste 1 " 



leKlRgDrBllsi 



IT " Strong' god and king* of mygbf , 
I am lord and king* of blis, 
Ouer-comer of deef, niyghti in fighf 1 
260 Euerlastyngo jatis, openeji wight" I 
IT Bojie peea, mercy, troujie, & right*, 

I btou^f them at" oon, & made ]>cm to kis ; 
Euerlaatynge jatiB, opens]) on higbf, 
264 And lete in jonre king* to take out" bis ! 

U For y, fe soule of ihera ctiBf, am come bider, 
Witnea pant, my body in erfie lie]) deed, 
And fe holi goosf with fe soule togidsr 
268 J5nf nenere achal parte from fe godhede. 
H In heueii blis je stooden full aiidir ; 
(3oru) pn'de ^e offendid my fadn'a bede ; 
Mannia aoule for meeknes achal come fidtr, 
272 Jjei-e aa je feendia forfetid faf slide," 



IT Jjnnne aeMe lucifer, "god dide forbcde 
To adam in pafadiia buf oou tree, 



fS DEUELIS PERLAMENT. 

And peyne of daefi to liaue for ^ai" dede, 
276 And aftir in lielle euere for to be : 

V Aiid J)ou arP come of adam eeed, 
(jei-fore bi righf we chalenge fee, 
For in holi writt^ jiou made rede, 

280 ' In belle ia no remedie.' " 

IT Ihe»u Beide, ' ' lucif er. Hoofi f on tellisf me ; 
But* fou 'wooat' not" pi ailf how 
]]ere is a boonde belle, but' ])is is free. 
284 JjQ boond belle ivaa ordeyaed for )ou ; 
K For faf paf man forfetid foruj a tree, 
Jjoruj a tree ajen boujf ia he now. 
J)ou madiaf hi«j synne, J)b peyne longif to )><*, 
288 For fon woitisf neuere good to mannia prowj. 

IT Lucifer, fon me vndir-nome, 

And seidiBf y was of (le seed of adams kj-n ; 
forsojie y out of fe godbede come, 
292 And took fleiscb & blood a maiden witA-iBno. 
Sr for as of fe seed of erfe per springij) blome, 
So mette we, & p<irtid wijioute syniie : 
(ji» argument is fats, so ia J»i doome ; 
296 Bi whaf right woldiap fou me wynnel 

IT Who was cheef of (li conncell 

In heuejt whawne J)ou forfetidisP fe blis ! 
In paradiia adam (lau dediat' asaaile, 
300 And temptidiaf bim to forfete bis ; 

V And y ire bis quarel took bataile 
Ajan my fadir to amende bis mys, 
Wberfor of fii purpos Jiou schalP faile, 

304 fortbi ]>i quarel noujf it" is." 

H Jjanne Incifer answerido agoyo, 
" Wbi spekiat fou so to me hcerel 



1^^^^ 


^^H 


If is l)uf wantowne wordis in veyu; 


^H 


308 I trowe po\i comeKf liidir ua to fere. 


herslDfyiiiliUii ^^M 


IT Suwtyme wha?mo y waa in heucn an liij. 


Jjiif faf y feri- loste for my pride, corb'yn, 


^1 


Hoere-aftir y hope ful sikirly 


jiipc tn (wl to ^^H 


313 For to come to faP blis ageyn." 


H 


IT Crisf iheRu epak to eathan tho, 


ObMantwerd. ^H 


And aeide to him in fis manere, 


^H 


" If is buf waaaf to spekea so, 


^H 


316 Or ony suche wordis to Beie now heje. 


^^1 


IT jiaV tyme while fou in lieuen were, 


TPage ITS.] ^^M 


Ful myche ioie haddiat fou tho j 


111 heaven y»u Ii4d ^^^H 


I'or alle yi felawis, glad were f ei Jiere, 


^^H 


320 Buf rijf Boone if was ouergoo." 


^^ 


IT Lucifer spak to him ageyn, 


^^H 


And Beide to him witA wordia sore. 


l'nl^7dcidii ^^1 


" In Jtis place y haue dwellid in woo & peine 


«00j«ir., ^H 


324 Moore fan fiia .iiij. Jiouaand jeere : 


^H 


If Helpemeto faf blisageyn 


^H 


]ja which y loste for my pride ])ore, 


^H 


for Jjere if is rayrie in ccrteyn 


[Q n.^rr; M,ne ^H 


338 To ivonye wi(p rial aungils clere." 


H 


*r " I aeie (lee, lucifer, y schal fico telle, 


^H 


Or euere ony Jiiiigi waa ivroughf — 


■ 1I«ri>re [lw ^^H 


Heuene or erfe, eir or helle,^ 


^H 


332 Forso|)o fioo y mailo fee of noughf. 


I,nn<)etU»<.( ^H 


IT In heuere whanue fou stoodiaf in wele, 


^H 


I made fee aboue aungila alle. 


■Kd Kt lliee iilHn'* ^^H 


I'uf ferof mu)f Jiou neuei-e a dec]. 


^^H 


336 Suche p'ide in Jiiu herte gan faUe. 


^1 


H In heueJi whanne fou were af fi wille, 


(PoKe ^^1 


]]ou myjtisf haue bo in pees & I'esto ; 


J 



52 


f. ™™>8 pn,i.«.KT. 


I itnv* lli» my 


I took fee my aaete ful etille, 


»rv. X'd wl»n 


:!40 If to jeme |ion were ful presf ; 


I uine tack tliiH 


IT Anil while y wente where me lisf, 




And come aten a-txoon in hiie, 


uld'M tlxn iTMl 


pou seidisf Jiaf )wu were wor)iiesf, 


Uuwonhlir, 


344 And to aitte fere aa weel aa y ; 


uUIUKniuTcc 
npmUdit. 


Buf euere aggregidiBt* fi treapas. 


AdMndld; 


Adam wepte & sijode soore. 


b...kriffiBrcy. 


;U8 jlind askid mercy & oile of grace ; 


aa tent me litre 


51 My fttdir aende me hidir ferfore. 


fcrtt«.anahl 


Vpon a tree loete deef me chase. 




A apere J)onij myn herte gan boore, 




S->2 & leete ouf fe derworfieat' oile faf euei-e waa. 


InHUMma.opon 


If In ray fadris name of heuene 


joorgua.' 


Opene fe jatis ajens me ! " 


Like IlKhtning 


Aa lijf of leite, and fumiir leeme, 


tbB galM bur.t. 


356 |3e 3ati3 to-burate, and gan to flee ; 


[Pege 17S.} 


If God took ouf adam and eue ful eueue, ^H 


Cbrirt loipk 

ant AduD and >ll 


And alia hise chosen compauye. ^^t 


^in°i"r"' 


))o pi'ophetia seiden wi't/i mylde steueite, ^^H 


tl,.„k>, iirmely, 


3G0 " A aong* of wondria now synge we." ^^H 


A<1.„,. 


If " A, ha ! " seide Adam, " my god y se ; ^^H 




He 'pn.V made me wif Ina hoiid ! " ^H 


KMh, 


" I ae," seide noe, " where comef hee ^H 




304 J)af sauede me bofe on watir & londe ! " ^H 


Abmhom, 


If Qnod abraham, "y se my god so free ^^| 




iJaf aauede my sone fro bittir bande ! " ^^H 


M«H. 


j}o Keide moyeei, " fese tablia be bitook me ^^H 




368 His lawe to preche and vndiratande ! " ^H 


DiTid. 


fl Quod Danid, " we spoken of oon so grym ^^| 


■ 


paf schulde hreki; fc braaen jatis." ^^H 



pB nKUELlS PERLAUEffT. 

Qwod Zacharie, " & his folk out nyiii, zadinri 

372 And leiie psre stille fo J)aP he liatia." 

H Quod symeoa, "he li^taef his folk i« dym, symeoi 

Lo ■whece derknes aohendifi her statia. 

j3o Bcide iohiu, " fia lomh, y spak of him, amiJoii 

376 J3af al fe worldis synne a-batya." 

fl Ottre lord them took hi fie hoDd, [Pt 

And broujf Jiem to J)e place of blis, inom lo 

And eeide to them, y vndir-stonde, ii for«i 

3S0 " J)ia hargeyn y banc houjf her, fis : 
If For riche & poro, free and bonde 
Jjat" wole axe grace and ameende per mys, aakBmi 

Schulen be v/itli jou hecre pleyando 
38i In my kingdom, Iieueno bhs." 

H ThuB iheaus crisf harewide helle, n-unci 

And ledde liisa louere lo patadijs r 
Of Jig ojiei-e bellia wolde lie not" mellp, Butihe 

388 "Where feendis blake bounden lijs, loach, < 

H And whei-e diimpned soulis euere Bchuleji dwulle lauin m 
Jlaf wolen nof do weel, bnf enece he nyce, 
Turmentid -with horible deuelia of helle tormtni 

393 ])aif anrntyme were aungUs of prijs. 

fl Helle reprened fo fe deuel sathan, xinn h 

And horribli gan him dispice, kiuico' 
" To me Jjou atf a schrewida captayn, 
396 A eombrid wretche in cowardise." 

51 po aeide lueifer, " aifien fe woi'ld bigan [Pas 

I haue bronjf hidir manye a greet* price fledhin 

Hidir into helle of al kinde of man, kinds oi 

400 Bo>o >e false, foolis, and fa wise. """' 



H Helle, 30 -worschipide neuere Jiou we' 
If (ion cowdisf hane kept* foe aoo ; 



54 


^^5!F 


k«p Ui«n. 


I broujte fee ].io()o goi! & man in fere ; 




40-1 Will were |)on so nyca to leete him go I" 


Hell ull 1i< 


H Quod heUe, " nof wi> yi poowere 


»uWiiH.elpll. 


I niyjte not^ werne hira oon of tho ; 


ClTlrt topL lliem. 


He took out^ alle fiaf were him ilere ; 




408 I myjte iiof ktto him, foil) he wolJc mo." 


B«.«bn*b.nJ 


1! Qaod beleohnb, " y bnrrid fid faate 


up Ills gllH, iHlt 

ChrlBtbrnhetliei.. 


t)e jfttis wtVi ]ok, cheync, bolP, & pyii ; 


thnra^li wlUi B 
-onl. 


And wiWi 00 word of iiis wyndie blasts 




412 J)ei broken vp, and he came yniie. 




1i He boond me, and dowiie me caate ; 




if is to U8 no bote to stiyuo wtt/t him ; 


Alter tlie DiKiiii 


Whanne >e dreedful doome ia come & paste, 


tonBtiil. 


41G Oure eendelees peyne is ftftmne to bigynne." 


[PipilTa,] 


11 Jjoii^ fie iewis dide ihe*ai to die, 


Ibim di;, 


^iV on |ie (iridde day ho rooa to liif ajen ; 




If was to him moore viotorie 




420 Jjan )jowj he hadde alle J)o iewis sleyn. 


ll™""""^ 


f Summe were glad whavme fei him aiie, ^^m 




Sumnie were sory, summe were fayne, ^^H 


unrein smmpoiiy 


And Gumtynie in oon companye ^^H 




424 Amon^ .t. huadrid hs was soyn. ^^^| 


To ll><7 M-rO.. 


% Of oynemonf fol manye a drope, ^^^| 


telle lie •old 


Marie mawiieleyne to ihega sche broujte; ^^^| 




Ihesu wente fro a litil a-slope, ^^H 


'ToacliTneiiDt/ 


42S And seide, " raawdeleyn, towche me noujf." ^^H 


amvu-. 


H Alle hise discipha weren in wanhope ; ^^M 


^di'Th... 


For to conmfort« them ihe«u foujtc, ^^H 


wbichgliMti ' 


And had hem hise woujidis handle & grope, ^^H 




432 " I haue fleiaeh & blood ! bo spiritus haue noajf.*^^^! 


T»Tb™« 


H Thomas was of righf hard hileeue ^H 


^ 


TU he hadde qHikc wi)> ihcbU tho : ^^M 



Iliesu spak wi|! wordia breue, 
436 "Come liiilii', thomas, & speko me to; 
H For here fou maist" now ))o soofe preue. 

How J)af y on f e rootle was y-Joo ; 

And he Jiaf wille uof on it" bileeue, 
440 Sclial be dsmpned to peine foi euwmo." 

H liattaB seide ihean wiji myelde speche 
To hise diaoiplia, " y wole je goo 
To alio creaturia aboute, to preohe 
444 Myn uprisynge, to freende & foo ; 
H And fo faf liileeueu fiaf je toeche, 
Bodies and aoulia sailed ben thoo ; 
And Jio faP bileauen not^, y seie to eche, 
448 ))o scliulen for euere to peine goo. 

11 From 50U, feemlis schulen fleo for my name; 
Eddria & vonjm achal from jou Steele ; 
Jjoiij je dtinie poiaoun, if echal not' 3011 tame, 
452 Noifier harmo joii, ne uoo greef feele. 
H 1 aobal newe tungia in jou frame 
Alle maner of langngis forj) to deele ; 
And JJo JJaf 50 louche, Bike or lame, 
45G Body and aoule y wole hem Leele." 

H Oure lord, aftir his reaurrcccioura, here 

In orfie he waa forso(ie dwellyngo 

Til hooly Jiursday comen were, 

460 ])aV he atij to henene, where he ia Icing*. 

IT Af Jie dreedful doom, wifi-out' leaing*, 

Bofie quycke and deede ^ere schal he deme. 

God jeue ua grace in outo lyuynge 

46i To seme oiire god, & marie to qweeme. 



H Of alle >e children jj^f ei.ere we 
Sane oouli wist' hij/j silf a-loonc 



i borure. 



5G 


^^^^^ 


iiiifaoUHiciiad 


Vi'aa no on so boH here bifom ^^^H 
468 As wii!> }iis hflli child aeynf iobuit ' ^^H 


taptlied Cliti.1 


U J^af Lnptisid oure lord irt flam iordon ^^^| 




Wi) fill deuouf & good denocionn, ^^H 




And niter for ihesus loue to doeji gan goon, ^^H 


«adi=df«HLn,. 


472 And Bufixide ful niykil passioun, ^^H 


ChrJil'i UcsHd 


IT How Bchal y telle wtU ful good checre ^^M 




Of ])af holi Heaampcionn ^^M 




Of his hiessid modir dere, ^^H 


Ub«luptol.» 


476 How Bche -was taken up wjtft greef deuocioun ^^M 


[P«g. 181.] 


f Vnto hir blessid sone, aa his wil wei«j ^^H 


byiiig<>1.,u.d 


}3af )>erto eente hise nungils a-do^vn, ^^H 


"""" 


it vp )iei bai-en |)af maiden cleere; ^^H 


QdwnDfHeiivtii. 


4^0 QuQcne of heuen ^ei-e ))ei dlde hit crowne. ^^H 


KliUe oil the 


f panae alle aimgHe ]iaV were in heuene ^^M 


WKeli Buiig 


Were af fe nownynff of paV maide free, ^^H 




And songen alle ^xiih mylde eteuene ^^M 


Glorj W Uwl. 


484 " Gloria tibi domine." ^H 




IT iSatf is a song< of ioie and blisso ! ^^^H 


U.y.<^<»., 


God jeue us grace paV eijf to se, ^^^H 


liuuii! t. 


Of his mercy |)ati we noujtf mysae, ^^H 




4SS Qai natus es de viigiaa ^^^| 


cillgd-rte 


IT )3i9 Bong* paif y haue aunge }ou heen:^ ^^^| 


Is clepid ' (16 deuelis periament^ : ' ^^H 


DiiUiiftrUEundv 


})eroi is red in tyme of jeere ^^H 


In Lodt 


402 On pe firsf simday of clene lenf. ^^M 


lle»ho«™ia 


5[ Who-so -n-ole hiiue heuen to his hire, ^^| 


mnit Imp cltur 


Kepe he him from pe deuelis combirmenf; ^^H 


8(0ie devil. 


In heuene his soulo may fere be sure ^^H 




406 AVifi aunglla to pleie veramenf. ^^| 


ll-jga IBS.] 
Tlien l> no Irl- 


^ ))is lessoure was made hut late; ^^^| 
))ci'c ben no InfliB in pin UUc ; . ^^^| 



]9£ DEUELia FERLAMENT. 

pe deuelis boost* J^us gan he bate, 
500 Oure curteis crisf , oure king* riale. 
^ He helpe us in alle at* heuene ^ate, 

Wijj seintis to sitte fere in sale ! 

Cnst* ! kepe us out* of harme and hate, 
504 For ))in hooli spirit* so special ! 



57 



This is bow 
Christ humbled 
the Devil. 

May He help us 
into heaven, and 
keep us out of 
harm.' 



Explicit parlamentnm of feendis. 



[The Diatorie printed in JAe Boreas Book, or Manners d: Meals^ 
dCu, follows here.] 




Sliinir of t^t ^ftiobs of 
Sail's lift. 



BIDS OF THE VIRTUES AND VICES FOR THE 
SOUL OF MAN. 

lUmLoth MS. 853, nb. H30 A.D., pftgea 120-160, ■ 
vrithaut breaks, till aenr the bottom of p. 131, as marked bj H 
iiiMttiiig of tho Bvoii linoa here.] 

TTQ'v niaiikinde Joof bigyniie 
^* ia woiidir for to suryue so ; 
In ^'o.me he ia bigoten in synne, 

Jje child is fie modris deedli foo ; 
Oc fei be fidli partide on tweyno, 

In perelle of deed be« bojie two. 
Pore he come Jie worlde wttA-yiinc, 

Wif sorewB & poue;* oute achal he goo, 

X>i wyntir nyjt" or y wakid, 

In my sleep y dreonieil fo ; 
I saw ft child modiV ^nakid, 

New bora fo modir fco. 
.Al aloone, as god him makid, 

In wildiniesae he dide goo. 
Til two iw gouwnaunee if takiil, 

An aimgil frcende, an aungil foo. 

yuod [le world to fe child, " how many fot 
Hasf Jiou hroujf richessel now late se : 

Jjpju schuldist deio for himger anil coolde 
Iiuf y leiitc mcctc & clofn; lu ^ca : 



I 



40 



rUE lIIRROn Of THE PERIODS OF MANS Lll'E. 

I wole fee fyiide til f ou. be oolde ; i 

How Wolf Jjou quyte if me ?' ' ' 

Quod desteine, " he is boiijf & soolde." 
Qjwd deep, " his eende make ached we." 

Quod jiB child, " y come poore fe world wit/i- : 
inne , 

To pursue a wondirful eriti^e : 
Nakid ouf of )ie wykeP of Bywne, 

Of the perellis of streite paBsage, 
'Xo acke deep y dide bigynne, i 

Jjat" iike dredful pilgrymage, 
Mi body & eoule to parte a tweyne, i 

To make a deuourse of Jat* maringe, 

liijtaeaae, strenpe, corage & bewto, i 

J)e comaundeme«tis faf god bede ; i 

Luaf, liking*, & iolitc, i 

.vij. werkis of mercy 'and pe erede. 

Veyn glorie, flaterytige, and vanyte, i 

Sowowe, flijing', loue, & drede. 

To the cliiJd her aeniice profren he, ' 

Por belle peyne or heuene mcede. i 



Xhaftne uome oon & atood ful stille. 

And his seruice profride he ; 
" )3ese foike wolde pi silfe spiUe 
44 To make fee boiide ; y wole make fee fii 
J)ei han pee taujP hope good & ille ; 

From her couMcel fast? pou flee. 
For my name ia freewille ; 
48 Leue alle hem & folowe me," 

The jonge childe iw studio atood, 

And in herte wittia aonjte. 
Conscience mengid his mood, 
52 " Mi fair childe, what' hast* fuii poiijf ! 



60 


■ 


zE5i™ 


■.nowevUft^p. 




I am Canacience, kuowe yuel & good. 


b™1; 




■\Vb two to rekenynge musp be broujf : 


malutkHnudi 


513 


Biwaarel free wille ivole make fee woode; 
Free wille wttAoute« witte ia iioujf. 


know tns, 




For my Mme 18 Conscience; 


Cai«dD»M; 




To knowe me fwa muaf bigynne ; 
Discrecionn is my science, 


t'Pw.isi.] 


60 


Vicis & Vn-tuea ^to voide a twynne. 


™iWv«, 




AHiueynte fie weel with Prudence, 


PnutoiKSi 




He ledifi nlle veftuss out- & inne ; 


Kmirf of lUtk- 




Bl waar of riohdees, for he wole make dilfcnce. 


'"■"'■ 


04 


For he is leder of al synne.^^ 


Alw*-.v»=r. 


1[ AVhanne pe child was .vij. jeer okle, 


WJU«C^M 




Passyng' sowkyng' of milke drewis. 


)«m«dbj-ih. 




J3e good aungil Jie chiMe dido weelde ; 


Good Angf I u. 


G8 


Al vertu to him fan eoone he acho«iH : ^^_ 


llonnorhLi 




" To fodir & modir honour fou jeeldi; ; ^^H 


paimU: 




Loue god, & drede, and bu of good pewis."' ^^H 


bjlhewlck-il 
Ibem; 


72 


)3e wickid aufigil hod him be boold ^H 
To calle bofe faUir & modii achiewis. ^^^| 


tjtteGoodlo 




l/e good aungil badde him " be mylde ^^^| 

From al woo, it wole )>«e werre : ^^H 

}}af man may hi;e honsis bilde ^^H 


bridle hi>tox>gi»i 


76 


Jjap his tunge caE weel fo^bce^re." ^^H 
Quod p& wickid aungil, " while pou arf a chil^^^^f 


bf Ibe Wliskid 




Wm pi ttmge on folk }on bleere ; ^^| 


glVBttUMBie. 




Goiirae of kynde is for joupe to be wilde, ^^H 




m 


To beete alle children, and do hem deerre."^^! 


PP^IM.] 




Thus af H-ij. jeer age childhood bigynnes, ^^M 


tt:,>,«v^°* 




And ioloviith folies many foold ; ^^H 
Aftirward hta chlldhode blynnea ; ^^H 


lq/™j(«». 


81 


Whaunc he is foiu'tcne ;ccr oolde, ^^^| 



THK Miitnon OF THE rEiuoDS of man a iape. 

J3a»ne knowliclie of niawliode he wyiinos, 
J)B .vij. Tertues wiji him wonne woMe ; 

Jjanne comef fe .vij. deedii synnea 

Witli fe wickid aunjjdl housholde to Iiokle. 

Quod resoun, " in age of .xx, jeer. 

Goo to osenford, or lerne lawe." 
Quod iuaP, " harpe & giterne fere may j kcre, 

And pickid stafEe & buckelere, fere-wifi to 
pi awe. 
At taoenie to make wommeu myrie cheeif, 

And wilde felawis to-gidere di-awe. 
And be to bemond'- A good squyei' 

Al nyjf til fe day do daive." 

Quod conscience, " Jiaf axif cqoaf ; 

}3e moore poo. Bpeadisf, fe lesse jjou liasf ; 
Jji tyme, fii leemymge bofe hen looaf , 

))i freendis good Jjou spendiatf in waast'." 
Qwod luaf to conscience, " joufe so muste ; 

Joufe can not' kepe iiire chasP." 
" Good conscience, goo preche to fe posf, 

Jji couwcel sauerij) aotf my tasf. 

"ouj Conscience bidde me be stille, 

I wole holde forfe fat y bigan ; 
Al my lust y wole ful-fiUe, 

I wole spare no womman ; 
Conscience wolde binde me to skiUe, 

And make me his baadman. 
Faieweel Conscience ! weelcome frewillo I 



I wole leme n 



No, 



e good fan y a 
Bi-tnes wole nof slake, 



10 of a dog ; J pcichiufr. 



63 


THE NinUOP. OF THE PERIODS OF MiS'S LIFE. ^^M 


OMUxv. 




Quod glotenye, " nvjf & day fou wake; ^^H 
£te late & cerli in outrage." ^^H 


Mmy. 




Quod leccherie, " pi seed richclees J)ou Bchabe, ^^H 




120 


And make no force of no maiiage." ^^H 


Wi-alh, 




Quod wra)i))e, " loks pow bere [>eo bolde ; ^^H 
What maw [lee teene, His Iieed Jiou l)reeaf.*''^H 


Envy, 




Quod esuic, " pi faot« pon holde, ^^H 


aiolh. 


124 


And pniBue 'for to pasae pe beeaf," ^^H 

Quod slou|!Q, " ia ;aa[ie, or po^ be oolde, ^^H 

Leeme foi- to take ^i reesf." ^^H 






Quod Coueitise, " vynnen y ivolde." ^^M 


Avurio.. 


128 


Quod auaiiae, " locke me in Jji cheesf," ^^H 


Pride HjB, n-f nr 
long pookeu, uiul 




Apparaile pe, propirli," quod Pride, ^^H 




" Loke pi pockettis paase pa lengisf gise ; ^^H 


uioUua,; 




Slatre fi clothis bofe schorte & aide ^H 




133 


FaBsinge alle opere menuis sise ; ^^H 
And wbei'e paM poa goo oafer tide, ^^H 






Do no reu^euco to foole ne wise ; ^^M 


oppreM lie piior. 




Late no poore neijbore fryue fee biside ; ^^M 


dnplMidvlu. 


136 


Alle oper memnia conyicel loke pan diepisa".^^H 


Keelaieuay>: 
Prtd.-flH.rtPK 




' Bi waare," quod Meekenes, " how pride dw^^f 


yoalowM. 




He 5eiie)) buf woo & wyaache to wage ; ^^M 


Onnhewu 




Of BUDgelis bewte pe prijs was his ; ^^H 


lo.6ljinhlgli«t 


140 


In hcucne on pe> bijesf stage, ^^H 


nowhelsloub- 




He wolde haue peerid wtt/i god of blis ; ^^H 


Uld iii«i)i m'ln 




Now is he in belle moosf loo|ieU page. ^^M 


hHhii Idlieiit. 




})af feendis forfctid for her mya, ^^M 


lO-BM advise.: 


144 


Is now meeke mannis eritage." ^^H 
Quod wraf >e, " From paV eouncel flee, ^^M 


qmuTQl, 




}30U arf atalworjie, jonge, aud lijto, ^^H 


[P.as i;7.] 




Of all quaiellis medle poa pee ^^^M 


wrung or riglit. 


148 


Bo)ie of wronge & of lijtu. ^^^| 



THE MIRROR r 



! PERIODS OF MAS S 



Who dor bete Jiee, nay lete be, 
Riche or poore, weiko or wijte, 

Loko Jiou bere (lee booldo on me, 
And y for fee wole chide & flijte." 

"&une np stood Pacieiis, 

" As wrafjie biddi)! do nof boo, 
Por wrajjj'o haf no Conscience, 

He maki]3 ech man oferis foo ; 
J)er-w*t7i he geti{i hia djapenue, 

J)af sclmlde be freende, to make liem foo. 
Praie god, he be Jii difEence, 

Jjaf yoa be not^ founde in fe nounitre of fi 

Qnod ennie fawne, " y wole fieo loere 

To make jii lord to fee tame ; 
Be homeli, & rowne in hia eere, 

And bridge trewe folk ire fab fame. 
Make him fi augef , to Jieo to sworo 

]7at' he schal nof discure f)i name; 
So make him fals witnesae to here, 

And gete fee richesse wi]) god-ia gramc." 

"anne np roos a soiiereyn uertu 

Jjaf is clepid Charite : 
" Loke feu not hise mauers sue, 

For god-is enemy aofeli is he. 
Do fon to enery man faf is due 

As fou woldist he dide to fee," 
Quod Coueitise "and alle folk were trewe, 

Manye a tub" achulde neusfe fee. 

Caste fee f^ste to Coueitise, 

Make sotil fi wittis, & forge wilis, 

And prene faf trewe men be njfe, 
For so be fala be trewe tigilis ; 



G4 


™ 


R MinnOK OF THE PERIOM OK UAN's LIFE. 

Such ben worscliipiU & holJen wise, 


"*" •°'"'"" "■■''• 




J3ei purchasen hem towues, nianera, & pilis, 
And trufe wolde wite whece Jii lordschip lijs ; 




184 


Make heggia bi-twepe jou, and no stilis." 


Bo„^,inA,,..- 




tjuod Jargeiiea in almesse dede, 


loUi.i™r, 




" Coueitise councellijj fee amys. 
Jeue to pe poie, & paa echalt' epeds 




188 


Jje bettir, pa gospel sei]) fib ; 


■iditilM 




For af fe doome fere (lou BclialP drede, 


Judgouu 




Criaf wole reherse of pea y-wya 
])3 werkia of mei-oi, as cleikia teede : 


joa'llBoUbll,,^ 


192 


If ])ou iaaV dooa hem, }Kia gooaf to blis," 


o<«^.,..y^ 




Jttan, lone Jii wombe," qnod Gloteny, 






" Leio mete upon taeete, & ete faate ; 
Buf leue nof Jii crummes drye. 


MtMidflrink: 


196 


Drinlie (lou til fie fid flood bo paste. ^^m 


fbmleBla, and 




Loue clennesse, & use harlotrie, ^^H 


fPoge lai.] 




Buf neuere a day loke >ou no faste ; ^^M 
In f)i wombe make f^i tresorio, ^^H 




200 


Of f)eeuia f»a»ne pon schalt^ nof be agasf." ^^^| 


Jfod«.a«o«Mj, 




Quod Mesure, " man ! haue me in myndo. ^^^| 


tilmlaii}' nuikea 




God made man eugef to reaoun : ^^M 


meh beuu. >nd 




Waf tutnef) a man to beestis kinde ^H 




204 


EuPBtynge&drynking'ouf of sesounT ^^M 






Dnmkelew folk ben goostii blinde ; ^H 






For faute of witf her lijf is gesoun ; ^^M 
In ydil oofiis nasten >ei her wynde : ^^M 




20ft 


To repreue f^ucbe, god fyndi]) encheeoun.' ^^H 


W^*..y^N^m■ 




Quod SloufiG, " bisysesEO y ])ce forbede ; ^^M 


(o lo eboRli. 




To cbirche neifier goo no renne ; ^^H 


don:tmMK»d 




Who techif. fee good, take noon hede, ^^| 


^ 


212 


A^ene oo wordc jeiic him ten : ^^H 



THE MIRROR OF THE PEFJODS OP MAN S LIFE. 



65 



Seie * alle folk bew not* sotil in dede ; ' 

Excuse fee so bi ofer xneTi, 
And ^eue hem myche maugre to mede 
216 J5at* ony good fee wolde kewne." 

Quod Besinesse, ** ma» ! of Slouf e be waare ; 

He is assigned to helle for Bjnne ; 
In good lyuywge fi wittis ware, 
220 To drede god fou muste bigy?ine ; 
pi fleischeli lustis fou muste spare, 

For vicis and vertues wole voide atwynne ; 
In besinessis hous is good weelfare, 
224 And Sloufe haf hunger and clofis finne." 

I^uod leccherie to maw, " loue faiine weel me, 

pi lustis with wommen fou fulfille, 
For if fou in 30uf e sparisf famine fee, 
228 j5ou maist* falle in greet* pe^ille. 
Joufe f ul of corage wole be ; 

j3ou muste haue lielpe, or ellis spille ; 
Spare no wo??zman, y couwcelle f e, 
232 J50U3 suwime cry en neaere so schille." 

Huod Chastite to man, "loo, 

Herken how leccherie doof speke ! 
WhaTine f ou fi foule luste hast* doo, 
236 Bi waare hi?^ famine ! he wole fee f rete. 
And seie * for f ou hast* so doo 

J50U must* suffre peyues greetc ; ' 
And but* if god help fee f 0, 
240 Soone in wanhope he wole fee lete. 

IJuod f e good auwgil, " ^if fee avise ; 

Leme witte while f ou art* heere ; 
He is a foole fat* may be wise, 
244 In heuene comef no foolis to 3eere, 

F 



excuse yourself 
by others' 
example. 



Busineu warns 
man against 
Sloth. 



Fear God, and 
deny your lusts. 



[Page 130.] 

Business brings 
welfare. 



Lechery says : 
Kiitisiy your lust 
with women ; 



youth will be gay. 



Spare no woman. 



Chcutitp warns 
man that Lust 
when gratified 
will threaten him 
with 



torments, and 
he'll fall into 
despair. 



The Good Anffel 
tells man to 
consider, 

and not be a fool, 

[Page 181.] 



n 


^5^^ 


1 — 




Goil iloa> Tichelees foolis refuse ^^H 

))af kujmen no good, ne noon wole lerc ; ^^^| 

If worilis excuse, werkis accuse, ^^^| 




24S 


pnt< innki)) hem worse ]ian pei were." ^^| 


«,»,-,»,«» 




' In )iritti 3Ber now j abide ; ^^H 


1 "^^ 




In discrecioun I have in-sijf, ^^^H 
Loueli to goo, and to ride, ^^^H 




352 


Ful of manhode & of myjt?." ^^H 






Q«od Conscience, "vertees jjou puttisf aside, ^^^| 


m^. 




And noriachisf vicia day & ny^U" ^^^| 
quod man in scorn, " lo. Conscience doojJ cliide^^f 


^P 


256 


For base of catel lie dar nof fijf." j^H 


mid idiowi lilm 




JxLan, kepe ^i richeese," quod Conscience, ^^^| 


M^Tn'™" 




" To maynteine pn'de, if costif greets ; ^^H 
If costijj noujf, me«kenesse ne pacienco, ^^^M 




260 


Euf if axijj gceef cooaf to chide & to bcetei^^H 


,rfl^l,.ry. 




Leccherie axif) grcef diapenae, ^^^| 
If distroie]) maiinia kindoli heete ; ^^| 


fllullnnj, 




And glot«nie coosti)) witiouten di^ffence ^^^| 




2G4 


fio|)o ill diuerse drinkis and meote. ^^^| 
" It coatif) grcef to uae a aynne ^^^| 


Envj, 




})af is clepid foule Enuye, ^^^| 


[PigEias.] 




For if fretif) man wtVi-inne ; ^^^H 


SLol),, 


268 


Bodi & soule if doo)i distioie. ^^H 

Slou>ia ^rifte, if is ful fpinne, ^^M 

If co3ti> myche in aloufie to lie ; ^^M 


CovctonsiiBBS, 




And Coueitise al J)e world wolde wynne, ^^^| 


anrt A.in™. 


272 


And Auariac aftir more doith crie." ^^^| 


*«ju«m« 




Quod man to Conscience, "}ou)>e axi]i delice;^^^| 


YouUi mart do 




For joujie fe courae of kinde wole holde ; ^^H 


filly, or Aire 




Uuf joujie were a foole and nyce, ^^^| 


^_ 


270 


How schulde ivijsdom be founile in oolde. ^^^| 



THE MiRRon Ob' luii; I'EKioLS of mans life, 

]}e comgo of joufie, ami oolde wiee, 
Makifi jonge men ta be boolda ; 
In witt" of oolile, worschipe lijs ; 
iO In ])e ivittt; of wise, kingiiom is holde. 

" "on wastisf ])i wynde & Bpillisf |)i Bpecho, 
}3i wordis me is loofi to heere ; 
And y dide as Jian doist' ine teche, 
H I Bcliulde neuei'e make myrie chere. 

LWeneaf Jiou viitli fin lioiid lieuene to reche? 
])in arnie wole liof be so longe to jeere ; 
How, gctod Conscience, & pou woif precbe, 
18 Goo atele an abite, & bicome a frere." 

ttnod mail, " y iileie, y wraatile, y sprynge, 

Jjese ioies wolen ueuere wende mo fro ; 
Now alia gamye houi y brynge ; 
J3 ^Vbaf Buch as y am, fer Ijen no moo : 
1 leepe, y daunce, y nkippe, y aynge, 
I ain ao myria y c;au not" aeie boo." 
Quod Conscience, "feu acbalf weepe & wrijige 
96 Whaune fei take ber leeue to goo," 

" JxLyn i^eu ben cleere & bii^f as glas, 
Mi lire as liilye and roose of bcwe, 
Of scbappe & streug])e alle iblke y passe, 
00 And eue™ my uejlu wexiji newe." 

Quod Conscience, "y loue fee woel fa lasee, 

jMu usisf ne werkie of good vertu." 
" Goo, Conscience, fou lewide asse, 
04 I kepe nof [li maneria to sne." 

Huod man, " Myne age ia fourti jeere." 

Qnod fe world, " y ofl're to fee my weele." 
Quod strengfe, "late no man be fi peers." 
;08 Quod corage, " late no man viitli fee deele." 



1 ' 


,.._.........I^ 






Quod luate and liking*, " make good cheere." 




"I am al hool wij) pee," ijuoj heele. 


m — - 




Quod Conscience, " wistist? frou wliaf Jiese were i 


P 


312 


Af nede wole faile fi fleiache ao freele." 

Quod CoDEcience to man in joufe, 
" Traueile in troiife in tyrae is besto." 


M SSI. 




Qnod trou|ft, " gate fee riuhesse noufa 


1 


316 


WLerwif in oolde to hauB f i leate ; 






Jjouj age can as he cowtlie, 

Myjf & corage he haji looste. 
He kepifi his suule ^aV kepi]> his nioujjo. 


I 


320 


For fie aoulo to fio. fleisch is huV a gooaf." 


I „.,..- 




' llOw am I lifti ^eere y-wia, 

Myn heer bigyjtnefi to change hia hewo." 


■ a^..„«„. 




Quod Conscience, " lleo from alle vice, 


t = 


324 


And nae werkis of good vertn, ^^m 

Late nof ]>i werkis preue ];ee nyco, ^^H 

Loke ))af |iou cuero be foundon trewe." ^^H 


} m prerers 




" Fare weel Conscience, weelcome Coueitise t ^^M 




328 


To he lichee now y wole pursue." ^^^| 


[P«g. W5.1 




Quod Conscience, " >af ia idil bisyne3S6, ^^M 


m^Tlmt'" 




Nedeleoa richesse to gadre aoo ; ^^M 






Ouej'hope is fie cause y-wisae, ^^H 


'''"""' 


332 


He wene)> anieende al er ho goo." ^^M 


D^■.^,irl,elp.loo. 




Wanhope seij), " kape weel fiis, ^^^| 

Foi fiQ world wole faile U8 two." ^^^| 

Qiw<\ Conscience, " chaunge nof henen blis ^^^| 




336 


For helle peyne, aorowe, and woo." ^^^| 


At ««* yair. 




' In sixti jeere myn age is pijte, ^^H 


M^'""" 




Myn ijen daswen, myH heer is hoore; ^^H 




In my werkis y hanc fehil in-sijte, ^^H 


r L 


340 


" 1 



THE MIRROR OP THE PERIODS OF MAN's LIFE. 



69 



How schal y reckene Yfiih god almy3f ^ 

I am aschamed wondir soore." 
Qwod Conscience, " certis it* were ri^f 
344 To be holi now or neuere moore." 

IJuod ^onthe to age, " what* doist* Jjou nowfe % 

Hange up fin hachef & take fi reste ; 
]>Q suwne is past* fer bi fe sowthe, 
348 And hi3eth swife in to fe weste." 
•Quod man, " y serued fee in ^ougfe 
And al fe tyme myne eruest* leste, 
WiJ) sorowe of herte & schrifte of moujjs 
352 To god 3if haue y kepte Jje beste." 

" age, calle a3en ^istirday to-mome ; ^ 

And alle fi werkis, bigynne hem newe." 
Qtwd man, ** jjou^ Jjou speke in scome, 
356 )5ou techisf me good fat* y neuere knewe ; 
I wole bifinke me on my werkis biforn. 

Do almes dede, praie, & rewe. 
And goddis mercy schal ynne my corn, 
360 And fede me wij? fat* fat* y neuere sewe. 



How shall he 
reckon with God ? 



'Be holy now or 
never.* 



Yoath taunts the 
old man: 



he is past and 
gone. 



[Page 186.] 
The old man 



repents and will 
serve God. 



[1 MS. to-morowe] 

Yoath mocks him 
again. 

The old man 
learns from the 
scorn, 



will pray and 
sorrow, and God 
will in his com. 



« 



364 



368 



IN" 30Ugf e whawne y was wilde & stro7ige, 

Jpe fals world fair dide me wowe, 
Me f ou^t* ech worde a myrie songe, 

Wif pipis, and dauTJcis, & mirfis y-nowe. 
Now seif he, he loued me to longe, 

For myn heer bigynnef to blowe ; 
To f i mercy, lord, me vndirfonge, 

)5e tyde is ebbid, & no more wole flowe. " 



* When young, 
the false world 
wooed me. 



but in his age has 
left me. 



Have mercy on 
me, Lord. 



" "e candel of lijf f i soule dide tende : 
To li3te fee hom," resoim dide saye. 
" Miche of my candel in waaste y spende, 
372 Man ye wickid windis haf wastid if away ; 



[Page 187.] 
My candle of life 
I let winds of 
wickedness waste ; 




Vnnefe y holde my candelis eenJe, 
If is past^ eiienaonge of my day ; 

To reepe myn herueaf, wliidir mai y windel 
Mi loniiia of vertneB liggen al lay. 

' H Wiianne jou)ie was niaistir, y was page, 

We lyiieden niyche in pe feendia satuice, 
Wi]) rare soupcria and wickid outrage, 

Li^^o longe in bed, loo^e to arise. 
Now liaue y noujP but^ wiaschis to wage, 

And myclie reproof araonge fe wijse ; 
Jjei ])ttf louedcn me in joufe, hatiden me in ug 

And vnkindeli me diden dispice. 

MOw haue y greef meruaile 

J36 world to man wbi if was wroiijte ; 
Fell! temptacii 

I haue no reste for chaunge of foiijte, 
Whanne y schulde reste y haue greef menieile ; 

In bed to sleepe whajine y am broujte, 
I se bnf drede and greef bataile 

Al mannys lijfe, and if be ssnjte. 

" 1/hus Jie fals world hap forsaken me; 

For wast* of hiso goodis he accusip me ; 

J3(! synnes paf y loued, now haten me, 
396 To Conscience pei adwiten me ; 

Feoodis preten faste to take me, 

And steren helle lioundis to bite me; 

Deep seip, my breed he baf haken me ; 
400 ITow scbakep he hia apere to smite me. 

" "ns y am huntid as an herte to a-bny, 
I nof whjdir y may me tume, 
Myne enemy es myjlili me assay, 
404 I waxo fehlc and vnounie ; 
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To flee to god is my beste way, 

)5ere schal y in no poynt* spume ; 
Lord ! now socour me ]?at* beste may, 
408 In ]?in herte blood, ]?at* holi bourne." 

Ijuod 3ouJ?e to age, " y pee forsake, 

Jji frendis deien, J?i strengpe dooj) faile, 
\)i si^te and heeryng* bigynne]? to slake, 
412 \)ee needij? helpe and good couwsaile ; 
God-is seruau?itis in areesf hap ]>ee take 

Til deep on pee haue doon bataile ; 
l)i reckenyng* bi tyme bisili pou make, 
416 Or pe deuel brings pe countirtaile/' 



" K0U3 deep be eende of worldlis woo, 
Jjawne deep is euere mannys f reende ; 
thou3 soulis in helle be ponischid soo, 
420 Deep comep not* pere to make noon eende ; 
Deep makip soulis to heuen to goo. 

But* in to henen deep may not* wende. 
For deep is flemyd heuene froo, 
424 Deep is sugett* to god to bende. 

" M Ow y am sixti 3eere and ten, 
Jonge folke Y fynde my foo. 
Where euere pei pleie, leepe, or reTine, 
428 \)ei pinken in her weie Y goo ; 
And wha/zne y mete with olde men, 

I pleyne * pis world is chaungid soo ; * 
Noon oper bote is buf seelde when 
432 Ech man tellip opir his woo." 

uod 3oupe to age, *' y pee a-peele 
And paf bifore oure god y-wis ; 

1 lente pee strengpe, bewte, & heele, — 
436 Jjese percellis be?* of heuew blis, — 



71 

I will flee to God. 
Lord, help rae ! ' 



[Page 139.] 
Youth taanlB A<j:d 
with his failing 
strength. 



and Death's ad- 
vance on him. 
He must make up 
his accounts 
quickly. 



To some Death 
here is a friend. 



but not to any in 
hell. 



It sends some to 
heaven, and there 
troubles them not. 



At geventt/ years 
old, the man feels 
in the way of 
young folk ; 



[Page 140.J 
his only comfort 
is in complaints, 
and telling other 
old men his 
troubles. 



Youth accuses 
him of 



wasting his 
strength 



73 
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■nd WEullh 




CoragB, lijtneBse, freendis, & wecle ; ^^^| 
AJIe ))eBe Jion hasf wastide amys ^^H 


i„ fdly. 




From wiJBdoni in-to folies feelo : ^^M 




440 


God wolo haue rekenyng' of al fia. ^^H 


hlialghllnFEln- 




"inc heerynge and filn ije a^te ^^^| 


In onl'h. uid 




Jwf fiou haeV wastide iu veyngloiy ; ^^^| 




]}i motive to WTongR a^en rijte, ^^^| 




444 


Id fals Dofiia and foule gloteny ; ^^^| 


hl> hiDda In 
robber,, 




P'm hondis to lobbe ajid to fijte ; ^^^| 
pi Btrengjie ]wa waatidisf in tyrauntry ; ^^H 


l«l«,r,. 


448 


)}i feef in derknesse oute of li;te, ^^H 
)3i bewte |)oii wostidisf in leccliery." ^^^| 


The^Um"''' 




Quod man, " y waa gouemed Bitwene two I>euia,^^^| 




J3ei stale on me : Y was BtaJworfo & white ; ^H 


urnliig., 




Whajme my leepia wered brouif to preuis, ^^M 




452 


I wondre on my sUf Y was no lijte. ^^H 


«g«t,l,i.l«. 




}oug)ie staale from me ; ^aV soore me greuia ; ^^| 
Age steelefi on me btife day and ny^to ; ^^H 


ofjoDthuia 




Mi 3Dug]ie, my vMu, ol from me meuis ; ^^H 




456 


Now wondre y on .my silf where is my myjt^^^^J 




" H 3ougJie staale from me, Y v/ae stalworfe & l^ta j^^| 


tfiUKlorjr.liu' 
«ol«i jroni lilm, 




And age steelefi on me Filfis to i^eelde ; ^^^| 
3oug)ie steclifi from me, Y jeede up rijte ; ^^H 




460 


Age sbeele]i on me, Y bowe and 3eelde ; ^^| 


«.dQg..Wilh.Jl 




5oagJ)e haj) stolen from me Jly leepia lijte ; ^^M 


•tolan npon bin.. 




Age steelij) on me, Y wexe on-my!de; ^^H 
Jougfe atoelejj my corage To pleie & fijte, ^^H 




464 


Age is so on me etoolcn paV y mote to god ^^| 
me ^H 


*^rtMWy«r. 




' IfOw y am eoene of jeeris fore scoure, ^^^| 

So manye wyntir Y am oolde ; '^^^| 

ptte y was wonte To leepe bifore, ^^^H 


h. 


4G6 


Fer aboute now My wei y hooldo ; ^^H 
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472 



476 



480 



(( 



484 



488 



(< 



492 



496 



My backe bowij), myn i^en ben soore, 

Myn hoote blood is kelid coolde : 
Alas ! Conscience ! to litil y toke fi loore, 

J3e talis fat* fou hast* ofte me toolde." 

I^uod Conscience, "where haddisf fou Jjat* 
speche ] 

\)i li^te leepis foonde to preue ; 
l)Q puf of fe stoon fou niaist* not* reche, 

To litil my^te is in J?i sleue. 
In yougfe wharine y dide fee teche, 

Fonle Jjou me fawne dedisf repreue ; 
I J?anke god of ]?i good leeche." 

" ^he, Conscience, now to fi wordis y leeue." 

j| Ow foure score jeeris is pasf , 

Mi lijf is but* traueil & woo, 
Fer 171 to rereage y am cast*, 

Into ten ^eer and moo. 
My lymes foulden J?af were^^ fasf , 

WiJ) stafFe in honde now y goo ; 
My redy speche may not* last*. 

So my teej? ben fallen me fro. 

£\il of fleissche Y was to fele, 

'Now may I neiper stonde ne goon ; 
It* haj) now lefte me euery dele, 

Me is lefte But* skyn & boon. 
Now y am vndre Fortunes whele, 

My frendis forsaken me Eueyychoon, 
And alle fe sywnes Y loued so weel, 

JSTow wote y weel fei been my foon." 



[Pasre 142.] 
his back is bent, 
his hot blood 
cold. 

Ah, Conscience ! 
I did not listen 
to you. 



Comcienee 
wonders at the 
man's repentance, 



but thanks God 
for it. 



At ninety years 
old mun's life is 
but woe. 



he walks with a 
staff, 

his teeth fall out. 



[Page 143.] 
his flesli is gone, 



he is but skin and 
bone, 



forsnkeu by his 
friends, 

and his sins his 
foes. 



500 



Quod course of kinde, " What* helpij), y wende, coune of Nature 

J)i wissching* And ]jin hadde-y-wisf 1 his vain regrets. 

"What* maisf J?ou On fo wordis spende, 
It* is ful febil In fi fist*. 



^mv 


■ 


^^^T ^^H 
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T 


u...^jLl>uu..\....'.u.. ■ 


AllinenMpwt 




Sow alls men waitera aftir fiji eende; * ^^H 


.™awul™grat 




]}ou3 (lou deye, Jjou echiilf nof be myste; ^^| 


all. ' 




))ou cumbresf bo^e foo & freiide, ^^H 




504 


J)i myile haf gromde >i Jaste griete." ^^^ 


riii.nmilquitllie 




"re deedii synnes maden her moone, ^^^H 
" "We forsaken man in age." ^^^H 


Pride. 




Quod Pride, "y am from liim goon, ^^^H 




508 


For Pride in age Boifi difipcn^e." ^^^H 


L«0llM7, 




Qwod leocberie, " He louef to lie a-loonc; ^^M 


[P«*1M.: 




)3ou3 lie wolde do, him wanti)i corage." ^^^| 


Omuony. 




Quod Glotanie, " he is biif felle & boone, ^^| 




512 


He loiiej) more nieaure fian outrage." ^^^| 


TxnldnkUlm 




Ijuod Envie, " age hath no myjte ^^^| 






Ne richessB, knget mo to fynde." ^^^| 


Wralh. 




Quod 'WTB,])^e, " age may nof fijte ^^^| 




516 


paa^ ha be aiigri, hi course of kynde." ^^^| 


Twn claLni him. 




Qwod Sloii])e, " age my chaumbre hap dijte, ^^^| 


Covelottonm. 




And calle)) me ease in his mynde." ^^^| 
Quod Coueitise, " age ha)i me hijto : ^^^H 


. 


520 


Sugeti to me he doo]) him binde." ^^^| 


OvwlKii)e.CT>ain 




"I knowe," qitod ouej'hope, "fleissch is freele, ^^^| 


Ibej will ever ilo 




Of oolde and jonge, of man, of childe ; ^^^| 


ot'l'er'"".^"' 




In ouerhope ])ei Avaston her weolo, ^^^| 


«.ld sill. 


524 


And in diuei-se werkis ful wylde ; ^^^| 
])ei ouerhope euere to lyue in heele, ^^^| 


Iluncotn.. 




From age & sijknesse )!ei wene); heni scliilcU^^^H 


■t"«aop.« 




Jjawne comef sijknesse, & prireti)) his seele." |^^| 


IMiBir, 


528 


Qaod wanliope " fan y make him mylde; ^^H 


[PMt.l«.] 




"X hidde him horde, and richesse aaue, ^^H 


iMMTd. 




For nauhope aftei- miachif e doi]i waite, ^^| 
Whanne sijknegse conipp men to crane," ^^| 


lur» tlxni nn; 

1 


532 


Qiiod oucchope, " fian y ilatir, & aamtymeflaito, ^^H 
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' J50U schalt^ lyue, and fi silf if haue.' " 

" 3he," seij? wanhope, " kepe iV straite, 
Of good hope no couT^cell fou craue 
536 Til deej) fee caste with a trippe of dissaite." 

Huod wanhope, " a gospel y radde : 

To telle if fee y wole bigynne, 
* If a maw in sywne be sadde 
540 Ecb day newe, and lief fer-inne, 
Of such a maw god is moore gladde 

pSLXi of a childe faf neuere dide synne.' " 
Qwod Conscience, **he wolde make fe madde 
544 To repente fee nof, ne neuere blynne." 

IctTiod Conscience to wanhope, **I-wy8 

J5011 liesf , y hate f e f erfore ; 
I knowe f e gospel, if seif f is, 
548 * If a man haue sywned longe bifore, 
And axe mercy And a-mende his mys, 

Repente, and wilne to sywne no more. 
Of f af man god gladder is 
552 J3an of a child sywlees y-bore.* " 

Ijiiod wanhope, " a gospel y radde ; ^ 

Whaf if menef y can expownde, 
Ech man schal haue peine or meede, 
556 In f ou^te or dede as he is founde ; 
He haf nof 3if repentid his dede. 

He si3kef for sywnes ben nof vnbou?zde ; 
)5ou3 mercy come, he schal nof spede, 
560 For in daunger of wa7ihope he is bounde." 

IJuod Conscience, **fou dotid hoore ! 
God-is mercy f ou woldisf distroie ; 
j3ou wenesf f i wickidnesse were moore 
564 fan god-is goodnesse & his mercie. 



Despair mocks 
them. 



and tells them the 
Crospel; if they 



will plange daily 
into sin, Ood will 
be more pleasd 
than if they never 
sinnd. 



Consiience 



reproves Despair, 



and repeats the 
true Gospel, that 
of a repentant 



sinner God is 
gladder than of 

[Page 146.] 
one who never 
sinnd. 

[I ? redde : 537] 

Degpair urges 
the Gospel that 
men suffer as they 



are found, and as 
the old man has 
not yet repented, 



he cannot get 
mercy. 



Conscience says, 
* Doted whore, 



God's mercy 
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THE MIRROR OF THE PERIODS OP MAN'S UFE. 



is enonsrh for 
a thousand 
worlds if they 
ask it.' 



Tlie Old Man 
calls on the 
Virtue* to 
befriend 



him in his need. 



[Page 147.] 

Recklessness 
offers instead, the 
crew of Sins tliat 
he lovd. 



At a hundred 
years old man 
carries Ids bier 
on his back, all 
his friends wish 
him dead. 



He may stretch 
out his neck for 
Death's sword ; 



he is full of sin; 



he must go to 

wreck 

unless Ood have 

mercy. 

The World re- 
proves him, 

Overhope and 
Despair tempt 
him. 



For if a man be woundid score, 

And axe no medicine, hi??^ liste te deie ; 
God haf mercies y-now in stoore 
668 For a Jjousand worldis paV mercie wole crie.*' 

" fltEkenes, Pacience, and Charitee, 
3e fat* weren my frendis dere, 
Mesure, Bisinesse, and Chastitee, 
572 Af fis mystire comej) me neere." 

Qwod Conscience, " J?ou flemed us from \>ee ; 

\)o\i woldisf nof oure loore leere." 
Quod richelees, **loo, heere my meynee ! 
576 pe synnes ]jat* fou loueditjt' & seruedisf, lo 
hem here ! " 

** Blyne age is now an hundrid ^eere ; 
litil y drinke, and lease y ete. 
On my backe I here my beere, 
580 And alle my frendis me foi^ete, 
Fayn ]?ei wolde fat* y deed were, 

WiJ) sorewful wordis fei doon me fretee, 
And seyn, * for y am so longe heere, 
584 Whanne y come hoome y schal be beete.' 

Xl Ow mote y leie forf my necke, 

For deej) his swerd ouf haf lau^te ; 
But* I deliuere.weel J?is checke, 
588 I leese my game at* fis drau3te. 
Ful of syr^ne is my secke ; 

To fe preesf y wole schewe fat* frau^te, 
Mi schip is chargid, al goof to wrecke 
592 But* if god of mei'ci be wij) me sau^te. 

X his worlde haf me in awaite, 

And biddij) me qm'te fat* is past* ; 
My fleissche in ouerhope wolde me faite, 
596 And into wa?ilioi)e it* wolde me caste. 



THB MIRROR OP THE PERIODS OF MAN S LIFE. 
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Helle houndis berken and baite, 

pe feendis writijj my synnes faste, 
And deep me waitij) with a trippe of dissaite ; 
600 These sixe maken me soore agaste." 

"aniie come J? forf good hope : 
To saue ma,n he wolde fonde ; 
" )5ou wronge weuere ouerhope ! 
604 I make him free, fou woldisf make him bonde ; 
I schal conclude fee, pou wanhope, 

Wile good feij) wole with me stoonde ; 
Hooli writte seij?, * in god y hoope, 
608 His merci is ouer J?e werkis of his honde/ " 

Quod good ieip, " for f e litil while 

Jjafr now heere [f ou] hasf serued me, 
I wole pee kepe from al perile, 
612 And make pees bitwene god & pee; 
And ouerhope, for al his gile. 

From fin herte y schal do him flee ; 
And wanhope also y wole exile, 
616 For he is not* of oure fratemitee." 

Huod pe worlde, " Y wole hise dettis quyte. 

And oute of his daunger me hy^e ; 
J50U3 my fleissche berke, he schal not* bitee, 
620 From his lustis y wole him tye ; 

I wole waissche a-^Wey pat* feendis write 

W^t^ sorowe of herte and teer of y3e. 
But* wiHi deef y wole not* dispuite, 
624 But* make me cleene, and leeme to deie. 

\Jod ! sowe fi merci amonge my seede, 

Jjanne schal if growe jjouj y sowe late, 
And Eepentaunce my come schal weede, 
628 And make good pees fere was hate. 



[Page 148.] 
Hell-hounds bark 
forhim.theFienda 
and Death watch 
for him. 



fiut Oood Hope 
will save the old 
man. 



if Oood Faith will 
help. 



Good Faith will 



make his peace 
with God, 



and drive oat 
Overhope and 

Despair. 



Man says he will 



give up his fleshly 



[1 Page 149.] 

lusts, will sorrow 
and weep, 



and learn to die. 



May God sow 
His mercy in 
him, 

and Repentance 
will weed his 
com. 
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THE MIRROR OF THE PERIODS OF MAN's LIFE. 



Tlien the works 
of Mercy will let 
liim in at heaven's 
gate. 



Reader, yon have 
heard of Youth 
and Age, Virtue 
iind Vice, Good 
Angel and Bad. 



Look in tliis 
Mirror; take 
your choice, for 
Heaven or Hell. 



The world, the 
flesh, and the 
devil tempt us. 



[Page 150.] 
Let lis pray to 
God 

that after death 
we may see His 
fair face. 



Dear friends, who 
read this, pray 
for the Writer's 
soul to Mary, 
Mother, 



to pity it if 
Christ will. 
Ainen. 



l)ii comaundementis ]?af god bede, 

\)aV is J?e locke of lieue?* ^ate ; 
Seuene w^kis of mercy, and ]?e crede, 
632 Jjese keies scliullen late me in Jjcy-ate." 

JIow haue 36 herde of 3oug))is delice; 

And age in kynde, sijke, & woo ; 
Knowi??g< of uerin <^ of vice ; 
636 Good aimgil, &; wickid freende, <fc foo ; 
And vndirstondi??ge to be wijs. 

Xow in f is mirro?/r loke ^o\\ soo ; 
In 30ure free wille fe choice lijs, 
640 To heueji or lielle whifir 3e wille goo. 

Xbe w^orlde, fe fleissche. & pa feende, 

In temptaciou?e doif us chase ; 
Bid repentauTice to me?'ci beende, 
644 And waissche us at* fe welle of grace. 
Praie we to god graunte us good eende, 

And in heuew to haue a place, 
)3af after owre deef we mowen fidir wende, 
648 And in perfi3f loue se his fair face. 

Xl ow, leeue freendis, greete and smale, 

J5af haue herde fis trete, 
Praie for ]je soule faf wroof fis tale 
652 A Pater nostev, & an aue 

To marie modir, maiden free, 

As sche bare a childe Cou?wforte to us, 
On J?af soule haue pitco 
656 If fe wille be of crist* ihesus. amen. 



[Stans Puer, printed in Bdbees Boke, dx., p. 27 follows here.] 
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[Pages 113 — 17, written without breaks. Rymes 

ahahahah, hchc.^ 

X Eom J?e tyme fat* we were hore ^ 

oure 30uJ)e passijj horn day to day, 
And age encreesif moore & moore, 
4 & so doijj it* now, J?e sothe to say : 
At* euery hour a poynf is y-loore, 

So fast* gooj? ourQ 30uJ)e away, 
And 30u)?e wole come a3en no moore, 
8 But* age wole make us bofe blak & gray. 
Jjerfore take hede bofe ny3f & day- 
How fast* 30ure 3ou))e doo]? asswage ; 
And bojje 3onge & oolde, lete ns praie 
12 J3af god send us paciens in oi^re oolde age. 



[I MS. born] 

Our joath passes 
away from day 
to day. 



and will come back 
no more. 



Take heod, then. 



and pray Ood for 
patience in old 
age. 



IF Age wole take from us owre my3f 
J3af in owre 30uJ)e to us was lenf ; 
And also ))e cleernesse of oure syghf 
16 And oure heerynge schal be faynt*. 

Jjawne schule7^ we be heuy ))af eer were li3f, 

Bicause ]jat* 30uJ?e is from us went*, 
And Jjawne wole men do us no ri3f , 
20 But* al coTitrarie to owre entenf , 

And sikenes wole do us greet* turmenf 

Whom dee]) wole sende on his message ; 
Forsofe ]?e best* ameendement* 
24 is fanne pacience in owre olde age. 



Age will take from 
us 



oar clear sight, 
hearing, 
and lightness. 



Sickness will 
torment us. 



[Page 114.] 
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Our bones will 
ache, 

bar he^d shake. 



our nose torn 
black. 



oar tongue lose 
its fiur speech. 



Oar friends will 
hate us; 



we shall say, 'Oh, 
if I had bat 
known ; ' 

no kiss will 
greet us 



and no joy 
gladden us. 
fi Page 115.] 

God send us 
patience in our 
old age ! 



28 



32 



36 



GOD SEND US PACIENS IN OURE OOLDB AGE ! 

Uure body wole icche, oure bonis wole ake, 

oure owne fleisch wole ben oure foo ; 
Oure heed, owre hondis, fo wolen schake, 

And oure leggis wole tremble where we go ; 
Oure bonis wole drie as doof a stake, 

And in oure bodi we scliulen be woo, 
Oure nose, owre cliekis, wolen wexo al blake, 

& oure glad chere wole fade us fro ; 

And whawne oure teoj? ben goon also, 
Oure tunge sclial lese his fair langage : 

Praie we for us silf & oJ?^r moo 

J3at* god sende us paciens in oure olde age ! 



40 



44 



48 



Oure freendis faf schulden loue us best*, 

Jjawne wole fei haue us huV in hate, 
111 freendschip is ]>er noon o\>er trust*, 

& J?erof be we waare to late. 
)5an may we synge of had y wist^, 

Oure feynt* freendis han us forsake, 
And also we schulen go vnkist* 

bofe af fe dore & at* fe gate ; 

And for al fe clieer fat* we can make, 
Jjan is ^no ioie of oure visage : 

Whanne oure bewte schal aslake, 

god send us paciens in oMre olde age ! 



Some will scorn 
U8, otliers think 
we live too long ; 



our stomachs will 
take no food ; 



we shall sing of 
sorrow and care. 



IF we schulen be so angn euermore, 

we wolden ben awreke of eue?'y wrong*, 
\)a,7iTie suinme wolen scorne us Jjerfore, 
52 & suTwme wole seie we lyue to long* ; 
Oure sorowe wole fan sitte us so soore 
Owre stomak wole no mete fonge ; 
& eueri day more <fe more 
56 Of sorewe & care sclial be o?/re song*. 

whaTine we were bofe hool & strong* 
we were to wie[l]de, & wold out* rage. 



GOD SEND US PACIENS IN OURE OOLDE AGE ! 
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And ferfore lete us praie among* 
60 )3ati* god send us paciens in owre olde age. 

IF For fan wole no jjing* us avails 
but* owre bedis and oure crucche, 
for wordli welfe wole fade & faile, 
64 And ferfore truste we if nof to myche ; 
& ]7an wole sijknes us assaile 

Til if haj) made us lijk a wrecche, 
& fan may we do no greef traueile 
68 Buf ^summtyme grone, & sumtyme grucchc, 
And sumtyme clawe for scabbe & icche 
Whawne age haj) us af his auauwtage : 
Who-so lyuej) long* schal be such ; 
72 God sende us paciews in ouvq olde age ! 

IF Al faf we haue lyued heere, 
If is buf as a dreem y-mef , 
JFor now if is as if neuere were, 
76 And so is if faf is comyng^ 3if. 
Ful fasf we draweTi to ouvq beere, 

In sorewe & drede we schule/a be setf. 
Of oolde men fe 3onge may lere, 
80 And fewe jjer ben J?af doon fe betf ; 
For J?e feend hajj cau^f hem in his netf, 

And holdif hem fasf in bondage 
For fei schuldew nof dispose her witf 
84 To haue paciewce in her oolde age. 

IF Jjawne schulen we se faf worldli blis 
Is buf a \ing of vanite, 
And if makij) men to do amys 
88 ]3af ben in weelfe & greef bewte ; 
And ferfor, lord, good rijf if is 

'With ouvQ owne staf chastisid to be : 
Lord ! 3eue us grace to finke on fis, 
92 As J?ou bou3f us alle upon a tree, 



Let U8 pray 
Qod to send us 
Patience in our 
old age. 

Nought but 
prayers and a 
crutch will then 
avail us, 



for sickness will 
assault us. 



[1 Page 116.] 
and we shall 
groan and get the 
itch. 



May God send us 
Patience then ! 

Our time on earth 
is but a dream ; 



we draw towards 
our death. 



Let the young 
learn from the 
old, for the devil 
keeps them 



from having 
Patience in their 
old age. 



Then worldly 
bliss will seem 
vain. 



It is right that we 
be chastisd with 
our own staff. 

[Page 117.1 
Christ, let us 
think on thiS; 



82 GOD SEND US PACIENS IN OURE OOLDB AGE ! 

And ]jat* we may in charite 
and pan over Weel passe ouer ]7is passage 

death to ever* 

lasting bliss. iT^to ]7e blis ])at* euere schal be, 

96 Whaune we ^y&n passid ow?*e oolde age. 



["Bo the ^onge & oolde," or "Se what oure lord suffride Ibr 
oure sake," printed above, pp. 32-4, follows here.] 
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C^is Mnh is kt a f anjite. 

AN OLD man's lament. 



[Lambeth MS. 853, a&. 1430 A,i),,page 58; 
loritten without breaks. 

As Y Gaii wandre in my walkinge 

Bisidis an holt* vndir an liille, 
Y say an oolde man sitte wepinge : 
4 yVith si3ynge sore he seide me tille, 
IF ** Suwitime y hadde f e world at wills, 
With ricchesse & wit^ rialte, 
And now if is turned al to ille ; 
8 j)Q worlde is buf a vanyte. 

My silf I likne vnto fe morewe : 

Whanne y was child, & bor[e]n bare, 
Mi modir for me suffride sore we 
1 2 With grantyngis gril & si^inge sare ; 
IF On me was niefer wem ne hore ; 
But* sifen in synne y haue be ; 
Now y am oolde y wepe ferf ore ; 
16 Jjis world is but* a vanyte. 

At* mydmore y lemed to go, 

And plaied as childre?i doon in ^strete ; 
l)e kinde of childhode y dide also, 
20 WiJ) my felawis to fi3te and frete. 
IT Al jjaf y dide, it* fou^te me swete. 
For al J)is childhode taujte me ; 
Now y am oolde, ferfore y wepe ; 
24 J3is worlde is bwf a vanite. 



In my walk 



I saw an old man 
sighing, and he 
said, " Once I 
had all the world 
at my will, but 
now it's all 
tarnd to ill. 



I am like the 
Morning. At my 
birth my Mother 
groand with pain. 



I was spotless^ 

but now am 
sinful. 



At Mid-mom I 

playd, 

[1 Page 59.] 

and like a boy 
fought. 



All I did, seemd 
sweet : bat now I 
weep for it. 

This world is but 
vanity. 



^^H 


1 


^^^^^^^^^^^H 


81 




TH19 WORLn IS BUT A VAXtTE. ^^H 


«0.d.« 




Af TOdreft to scole y waa aetf ^H 


'^fwii™ 




To Isnie lore, as ojiir doo^ ; ^^| 


™£™.T.'» 


28 


Wbaime iny niaiatir wolde me bef, ^^H 

I wolde him curse, y waa fill wioof. ^| 

^ To leme good y waa f ul loof , ^| 


1 Mr'd onlj for 




I Jioujte on ioie & ioilite ^ ^^| 
Xow certis, for to eeie )>e soo), ^^| 


ilai! 


5-2 


}3ia world is but" a vanyte. ^^^| 


AtWd-dqrlwu 
kiifghted. 




Af mydday y waa dubbid knyjf, ^^H 
In route y lemed for to ryde ; ^^^H 


■nd none dD»t 
■tand my charge. 


3C. 


Waa )ieT noon so bardi a wijf ^^^H 
)}af in bataile durate me abide. ^H 


WhMt !• no* ray 




H Wliwe is bicnmfl now al my pride, ^^H 


be hidden bam 




Mi booMiiBB, & my fair bewte t ^^H 
'Now from dee]) may y me nof bide ; ^^M 




40 


iJis world ia bwf a vanyte. ^^M 


At High Noon I 
w« ^-nd King. 




Af bi; noon y was crowned king<, ^^^H 
Jjis world was oonii af my wilje; ^^H 


[1P<«SM,1 




Euere to ^lyne waa my liking*, ^^^| 




44 


And alle my lustia to fulfills. ^^H 


Ndh Bge hu 




U !N'ow age ia cropen on me fill atille, ^^^| 






And maki|7 me oold & blac of ble, ^H 
Aud y go downeward wif> Jie bille ; ^^H 


vaDily. 


48 


);la World is bul? a vanite. ^H 






Af niydoue?-iioo» y diroupid faste, ^^^| 


liut.wij. 




Mi lusf & liking' wente away ; ^^H 
From iolite myn berf ia paste ^^H 




52 


From rialte & riche amy. ^^H 


Mlin-alilah««l> 




V Mannis lijf bere is buf a day ^^H 


hM.dnyoom. 
pared UeverliK- 




A;eiiB ]ie lijf )iaf euere scbal be ; ^^M 


'"'""■ 




And 00 Jiing' y dare weel say, ^^H 


^ 


56 


>if )iis world is b\if n vnnytc. ^^H 



THIS WORLD IS BUT A VANYTE. 
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At* euensong* tyme y wax ful coold, 

And biga?i to go bi staue ; 
iTow is dee}) on me ful boold, 
60 And for his rent* he wole me craue. 
H Whanne y am deed & leid in graue, 
\)ev is no fing* fawne fat* sauej? me 
Bwf good or yuel faf y do haue ; 
64 Jjis world is but* a vanite. 

Ahus is fe day come to nyjf, 

J^f me lofith of my lyuynge, 
And doolful deej) to me is di3t*, 
68 A7id in coold ^clay now schal y clinge." 
H Jjus an oold man y herde momynge 
Biside an holte vndir a tree. 
God grau?ite us his blis euerlastinge ! 
72 ])ia world is bwf a vanite. 



At Even Song I 
walkt wit)i a 
staff. Death seeks 
me. 



In the grave 
nought saves but 
good done. 



At Night I loathe 
my life. Death 
and the Grave 
possess me.. 

[1 Page 61.] 



God grant us His 
blUs! for this 
world is but 
vanity. 



[**In a noon tijd," or *^ Metioiere,** pp. 91-4 of this volume, 
follows here in the MS.] 



Cjjis Uorii) is |alse imtr tlitiit. 



[L'jiiibelk MS. 853, paije 32, icriUeii without breahsJ] 



TTTlii is J>is world biloued faf fals is & veyn, 
"" Sifen JjaP hise welf is ben so vnserteya ? 
H AI so aooue liee pasaifi his power away 

4 As doo^ & brokil poof ])at' froisch is and gay. 
IT Truste 96 rafer to lettris written wt'tftinne j>ia 

)3an to )iis wrecchid world f «V ful of aynne is. 
H If is fals in his biheeste, & rijf disceyuatle ; 

5 It haji higilid many a man, if ia bo vnatable. 
H If is lajjjr ^to bileeiie fe wageringe wijndo 

J5an fe chau/igcable world Jtaf makif) men bo i 
bliiide. 

11 alepo or wake, fou sdialt' fynde I 



n Pur whefei- fi 
if fals. 
Bo the in biae bisinessis & i; 



hiae lustis als. 

, sumtyme a king" \ 



H Telle me whej-e is Salai 
richee. 
Or Sampson Jie strwige to whom was nn im 
liche! 
H Or J)o fair man absolon, mecueiloae in cheere, 
16 Or fe duke ionataa, a weel bDoued ferel 
II Where is bicome cesar, Jiaf lorde was of al. 
Or Jic riche man clofiid in purpur & in pal^ 
H Telle me where ys tullius, in eloquence so 8' 
■20 Or aristotil ]ie Filosofre vitii his wltf so g 



■ 




^^1 




H Where ben fose worfi f af were heere-to-fom 1 


.r,nt^r^r ^H 




Bojie kingis & Ijiacliopis, her power is al lorn. 


pu'werLbst, ' ^^M 




H AUe feae gceete princia with her power 80 hije 


all vaulihd In ^^^1 


21 


Eenvanischidnowa-wayiratwynieiling'ofaiiyje. 


'TC's^r ^1 




1 J3e ioie of fis wrecchid world ia a schoorte feeste, 


^^H 




And if ia likened to a stihadewe J>af may nof 


1!.^^!'"^ ^^M 




lorge leste, 


^H 




H And jit? if drawi|) man from heuen riche blia, 


BDd yet RiiihH ^^H 


28 


And ofte tyrae if raakij) him to ajnne & do a-mjs. 


^H 




IT Calle no >ing' ]>me owne, ferfore, >af fou moiaf 


C.UnoUd.«be» ^H 




heere ieeso ; 


^^H 




For fiaf Jie world ha> lent* fee, efte he wole if cese. 


^H 




11 Sotte )5i« herte in heuene a-boue, & fenke what* 


.et thy ban on ^^M 




ioie 13 pere. 


^^M 
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And fins to dispise Jie world y rede fat fou lere. 


^H 




j3ou faf arf buf wonnea meete, poudre, & dusf, 
To enhaunce (li siife ira pride eetf nof fi laaf. 


ThoQ food for ^^^1 
thyieLf'in pride ; ^^H 




H For pou wooBf nof to-day >af fou schalf Ijue 
to-morowe, 


■ 
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Jjerfore do pov. enero weel. And farane sclialf 
bou ROf sorowe. 


^^M 




H It were fid ioieful & sweete, lordsehipe to bane, 


^^H 




If so paf iordschip mijte a man fro ^deef sane, 
H Buf for as mycbe as a man schal deie af fe laste, 


'"p*^'ss.i ^^M 


40 


If is noo worachip, buf a charge, Iordschip to 


bnt 11 i> DO ^^H 
hoimur, unlf > ^^H 




taaste. 




Omnia terrena 

Per vices sunt aliena : 






nescio aunt cuius ; 


^^H 


44 


mea nimo, eras hnius et huius. 


^^H 




Lie, homo, quid speres. 


Wliit do yon hope ^^^H 




si mundo totuB adheres ; 


whou/«thr' ^H 




nulla tecum feres, 


world ; ^^H 


in 

L 


licet tu BoluB haberes. 


^^M 





€adlj. 



Whanne liif is moost loued, and dee)> is moost hatid : J 
l^anne doo)i dee|) drawe his dr&wjt, and mEikif; i 
ful nakid. 

De terra plasmasti me, &c. 



Jiilipa oiit^ of uijie is wojidirly wronjt*, 
Krje of etj3a liaji geta a dignyte of noiijf, 
Erf'o upon erfu ha|) setf al liis fmijt', 
4 How f^af erfie upon erjie may he hij bro\i3t'. 

IT Erfe upon erjte wold be a kingi; 

Buf how erjre achal to erjw, Jjenkif) he no ijjing' j] 

Wha»ne jNif et)jQ biddi)) er))Q Lise rentis homi 

bring-, 

8 })an Bchal er))e ouf of avfa haue a piteuous paTt.iDgVl 

IT Erpe vpon erfie wyime)) ttastels & touris, 

])an sei]) erfe to erfie ' now is ])ia al houria : ' 

Whanne erf>e upon erfe hafi biggid up hin 1 

boure[s], 

1 3 JJannB sclial eijie upon erJie Buffir scharpe schouria, J 

H Erfe goojj vpon erfe as molde upon molde, 
So goof erfe upon erfe al gliteringe in golde, 
Like as erfe vnto erfe neuere go achulde ; 
IC And jit' acbol erfe vn-to erfe rafer fan lie woldfe, J 



f U fwi wreccliid eife fat u 
and dny 



srf Iraueiliat^ ny^M 



EARTH. 89 

To florische.Jje erfe, to peynte J)e erfe with wan- to adorn thee with 

flue raiment, 

towne aray ; 
3 it* schal ])ou, erfe, for al \>i erfe, make J)ou if yetshaittuou 
neu6re so queynte & gay, 
20 Out* of fis erjje into fe ei fe, Jje7*e to clinge as a return to eaitii 

like a clod. 

clof of clay. 



U O wrecchid man, whi art* lou proud ^ baf art* of P Page s?.] 

^ "^ ^ Why art thou 

fe erj>e makid 1 proud who ait 

. - 1 1-k made of earth ? 

Hider brou^ttist* J)ou no schroud, But* poore come tiiou camst to 

- earth naked, and 

pou, and nakid ; 

Whawne bi soule is went* out*, & bi bodi in erbe when thou art 

put in earth, 

rakid, 

24 J5an Jji bodi fat* was rank & Vndeuout*, Of alio aii men wiu hate 

thee. 

men is bihaticl. 



H Out* of bis erbe cam to bis erbe bis wrecchid Thyciothinflr 

came from earth 

garnement* ; 
To hide bis erbe, to happe bis erfe, to hi??i was to enwrap thy 

earth, 

clojjinge lente ; 
liTow gooJ> erfe upon erfe, ruli, raggid, and rent*, which under the 

fiB.I*tf}l fihftll h&.V6 

28 Jjerfore schal erfe vndir fe erfe hauo hidiose torment, 
turment*. 



H Whi bat* erbe to myche loueb erfe, wondir me why earth(man) 

loves earth too 
bink, much, I wonder. 

Or whi Jjat* erfe for superfine erfe to sore sweete 

wole or swynk ; 
For "wha7ine bat* erbe upon erbe is brou^t* v^ith- for when man 

comes to the 
inne be brink, grave's brink he 

shall have a sad 

32 )5an schal erfe of Jje erfe haue a rewful swynk. time of it. 



H Lo, erfe upon erfe, considere J)ou may Man, thou camst 

. I'll ^"to earth naked. 

How erfe comej) iwto erfe nakid al way, [Page ss.] 

H Whi schuldo erfe upon erfe go now so stoute or 
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EARTH. 



and shall be bo 
when thou diest. 



Think on this, and 
of the Judgment 
at thy resurrec- 
tion. 



and then never 
for this earth 
shalt thou dis- 
please Gud. 



Pray therefore. 



man, to God, 



that thou mayst 
come to bliss. 



Lord, let not man 
come to grief for 
this earth, but 



P Page 89.1 
liere ever work 
Thy will, that he 
may ascend to 
Thy high hUl. 



36 Whawne erfe schal passe out* of erfe in so poore 
arayl 

H Wolde god, ferfore, fis erfe, While fat* he is 

upon fis erfe, Vpon fis wolde hertili fluke. 

And how fe erjje out* of fe erthe schal haue his 

a^en-risynge, 
And fis erfe for fis erfe schal 3eelde streite 
rekenyng ; 
40 Schulde neu^re fan fls erfe for f is erfe mysplese 
heuene king. 

H Jjerfore, fou erfe, vpon erfe fat* so wickidli hast* 
wrou3f, 
While fat* f ou, erf e, art* upon erf e, turne ajen f i 

fou3f, 
And praie to fat* god upon erf e fat* al f e erf e 
haf wrou3f , 
44 )5af f ou, erf e upon erf e, to Wis may be brou3t*. 

U O f ou lord fat* madisf f is erf e for f is erf o, & 
suflfridist* heere peynes ille, 
Lete neuere f is erf e for fis erf e myscheue ne 

spille, 
But* fat* fis erf e on fis ^erf e be euere worchinge 
fi wiUe, 
48 So fat* fis erf e from fis erf e may stie up to fin 
hi3 hiUe. A-M-E-K 



[See an earlier Poem on Earthy in alternate English and Latin 

stanzas, in my edition oi Early English Poems for the Philological 

Society, 1862, p. 150-2 ; and in BeliquicB AntiqiLoe, vol. 11. p. 216. 

Memento horno qtwd cinis es^ and the Creed (pp. 101-3 of this 

Text), follow here in the MS.] 
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'^tntxitxt 1 



(in bnglisch tungb, turne ajen !) 

[Lambeth MS, 853, ab. 1430 a.d., page 61, tvntten 

without bi*ea1c8.^ 



8 



IN a noon tijd of a somers day 
)5e suwne schoon ful myrie faf tide, 
I took myn hauk al for to play. 
Mi spaynel xennyng bi my side. 
H A feisauwf hen soone gan y se, 
Myn hou«d put* up ful fair to fli3t*, 
I sente my fauku?^, y leet* him flee : 
It* was to me a deinteuose si3t*. 



H My fauknn fli3 faste to his pray, 
I ran fo vfiih a ful glad chere, 
I spurned ful soone on my way, 
12 Mi leg* was hent* al w^t^ a brere. 
U )5is brere forsofe dide me grijf , 

And soone if made me to twrne a3e, 
For he bare written in euery leef 
16 Jjis word in latyn, reuertere. 

X knelid & pull id jje brere me fro, 
And redde fis word ful hendeli ; 
Myn herte fil douw vnto my too 
20 Jjat* was woont* sitten ful likingly. 
U I leete myn hauke & feysaunf fare, 
Mi spaynel fil douw to my knee, 



One sunny 
summer noon I 
took out my hawk 
aud spaniel. 



The dog put up a 
hen-plieasant, 
and I flew my 
falcon at her — a 
pretty sight. 



I ran on fast. 



but a briar 
brought me to 
grief, and made 
me turn back, for 
on every leaf of it 
was written 
Bevertere, 



I disentangled 
myself. 

[Page 62.] 
My heart fell to 
my toe. 

I let the hawk and 
hen fly. 
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REUERTERE ! 



and sighd over 
thin Revertere, 



It means ' tarn 
again, or back.' 



Turn then, man, 
and think of thy 
life, open and 
hidden. 



Ifthoawouldst 
go to heaven, 
think of <ttfr» 
again* 

I became serions. 



and thought how 
I had spent my 
life. 

I found myself 
foil £ar fi-om Qod, 



and will repent. 



})anne took y me wij) si3ynge sare 
24 Jjis new lessouw, reucrtere. 

Aeuertere is as myche to say 

In englisch tunge as, twme a3en : 
Tume a3en, man, y fee pray, 
28 And finke hertili what* fou hasf ben ; 
•1 Of J)i liuynge be-finke fee rijfe, 
In open & in priuite. 
Jjaf J)ou may come to euerlastinge lijf, 
32 Take to jji mynde reuertere. 

"is word made me to studie sore. 

And binam me al my list* ; 
How y hadde ledde my lijf so ^ore, 
36 I putf it* freiscbli in-to my brist*. 
H J5a?me foond y me f ul fer y-flet« 

Al from god in maieste ; ^ 

Forsof e fere schal no fing* me leetf 
40 J5af y ne wole synge reue^'tere. 



This summer- 
noon heat 
[1 Page 63.] 

is like 



man in youth, 
rushing into all 
kinds of sin. 



Lust blinds many 
a man. 



and prevents him 
thinking of 
heaven. 



ds nooTi hete of f e someris day, 
Whawne fe suwne moosf ilii3esf is. 
It* may be likened in good fay, 
44 For gregorie witnessif weel fis ; 
H For in 3onge age meTi wide doon A^^alke 
To dyuers sy??ni8 in fele degre : 
]pou3 a 3ong* man make a balke, 
48 Jit* take to fi mynde reuertere. 

For likinge blindif many oon 

))at*.he seef not* him-silf y-wis, 
And makif his herte as hard as stoon ; 
52 })awne fenkif he not* on heuen blis ; 
H For danyel preuef it* weel ri3tfulli, 
As susawnis storie tellif me, 



REUERTERE ! 
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56 



Two preestis were deemed worfili ; 
For likinge f ei knew nof reuertere. 



3ouJ?e berij) f e hauke upon his hond 

Whanne ioilite foi^etij? age : 
This hauke is mawnis herte, y viidirsto7ide, 
60 For if is 3ong' & of hi3 romage. 
H He puttij) his hauke fro his fist*, 
He faf schulde to god be free ; 
He meltij) and wexif a weel poore gisf 
64 Whanne ^he comef to reuertere. 

i or ful of corage is ^ougefe in herte, 

And waitywge euere on his pray, 
He ne sparij? ryuer ne fomes smerte 
68 To gete his myrjje fere he beesf may. 
H He faf enserchij) f e derknes of ny^f , 
And fe mysf of \>e niorowtide may se, 
He schal know bi cristis my^f 
72 If 3ouJ)e kuwne synge reue7*tere. 

Ihis hauk of herte in 30u})e y-wys, 

Pursue}) euere fis feisauwf hen ; 
)5is feisauwt* hen is likingnes, 
76 And euere folewif hir fese 3onge men. 
H )5is is likinge in euery sywne, 
Venial & deedli whefe?' iV be, 
With greet* likinge he wole bigyyme, 
80 But* sorewe briwge for)? reuertere. 

Jjiking* is modir of sywnis alle, 

And norischi}) euery wickid dede. 
In feele myscheues sche makif to falle, 
84 Of al sorowe sche dooj) fe daunce leede. 
U Jjis herte of ^ou]>e is hie^ of port*, 

And wildenes makij) him ofte to fle. 



Touth bears Uie 
hawk on his 
hand. 

The hawk is 
man's heart, and 



is flown fh)m the 
fist, but not to 
God. 



[i Page 64.] 



Tontli watches 
ever its prey, and 

spares no prick of 
thorn to get its 
pleasure. 

Let the watcher 
of the night ask 
wliether youth 
will heed the call 
* Turn again* 



This hawk, man's 
heart, pursues 
ever the hen- 
plieasant 
Pleasure. 



Lust or Desire is 
the banning of 
every sin. 



their mother, 
and nourlsher. 



and of all sorrow 
leads the dauce. 

[» MS. his.] 
Youth, through 
wildness, 
[Page 65.] 
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Stmi ipassit^ |li^ttnes. 



(a dialogue between a sinner and mercy.) 

\Lamheth MS. 853, ah. 1430 a.d., pages 66 to 73 ; 

written without breaks.] 



8 



JBl a forest* as y gan walke 

With'Out^ a paleys in a leye, 
I herde two mew togidre talke ; 

I J)ou3te to wite what* fei wolde seie. 
H J5at* oon stood in a doolful aray, 

Hise deedli sywnis he gan to defie, 
" Alas," he seide, " me dreedif to-day 
Jjaf ri^f wole forf, & no mercye." 



As I walked I 



heard two men 
taikingp. 

One was very sad, 



fearing that Right 
would be done, 
withont Mercy. 



H Jeanne answeride merci vfith sobir ^ cheer, 
" Man, me f inkif fi witf is bare ; 
If J)ou wolf, y schal fee leer, 
12 J3ee needij) nof to moome so sare. 

H I rede fee to f oonde to ameende fi fare ; 
Go euery day & heere a messe, 
And schryue pee clene, & haue noo care, 
16 For mercy passif ri3twisnes." 



P Page 67.] 
But Mercy said, 
Man, you 



need not mourn. 

Amend your 
ways, hear Mafm 
daily, be shriven, 
and fear not, 

Mercy passeth 
Righteousness. 



H JjaTine seide pe sywner wit^ angri mood, 
" Man, me penkisf^ pou doosf raue ; 
I woot* weel pou canst* no good, 
20 j5ou barisf neuere staaf but* as a knawe. 



The Sinner 
answerd, Tliou 
ravest : 
P far J>enkiJ).] 



S)6 


■ 


MKUCI FASSITn BI1TTVI9XES. ^^^| 


u 1 doiervf . M 
•lullltuve; 




H As y desente, so schal y haue^ ^^H 

Wcel bittirii y Bcbol a-bie ; ^^M 

I knowe noon helpe patf ms Bchnlde haue, ^^H 


KKht,m,tM«cj. 


24 


Buf Jiaf rijt^ schal forf, and no mercie." ^H 


Jf"«. 


T 


iJaiine aeide mercye rnwke & mylde, ^H 


up thy .in, 




" If }iou wolf fro fi Bynnea drawe, ^H 




))oi3j Jjiin spekc fese wordia wilde, ^^H 


lov.God>od 


2S 


To helpe fiee jitf I wolde be fawe. ^H 
f Lone weel god, faf is my sawe, ^^| 


C'PhlfefiS.] 




Eepente foe lilyue of ^al )ti mys ; ^^| 


ht"'""" ° 




Almyjti god is oner Jie lawe, TB 


iMdsHlsJHBtlce. 


32 


Hia merci pasaijj his rijtwiBneg." 


[iorfOmiuEd.] 




Heic me," ijnod fe synnor, "fiou fooraued^ clerk, 
fjou coudisf nenere rede i« no spel ; 


Tn.vwwllLinKl)- 




I wroujte wilfulli neuere good werk ; 


aldiiB«i>14Kiii 


36 


Whaf rijf haue y in heneii to dwellel ^^- 


liTtaervehell: 




H I haue deEenied to go to heUe, ^M 
And fierfore ofte eore sike y ; ^H 


^U kUI Die. " " 




Mj wjckid dedis wole me quelle, ^^H 


Righl, and no 
Ktrcj, on mt. 


40 


Jjere rijf schal fotf, and no mercye." _ ^^| 


«,.^. 


H Merci seide " pon cansf no good ; ^^| 






God achewiji fee kyndenes many foolde, ^^M 


OodibedHlB 




For fee & me he schedda his blood, ^H 


blood for tlies and 


41 


And Buffride wonjidia bittir & colde. ^^| 


a„d bought^. 




1! His fair body to fe iowis -was solde ^^M 


with HU (Mb. 




To bie onre aynful soulis to blis ; ^^| 


ThytouH. His. 




)ji aoule is his, y myjf be bolde; ^^M 


mntj. 


4S 


Hia merci paasif his ryjtivisnes." ^^H 


T..Sl...er. 


51 "Foreofe," quod (le sywner, " fat" leue y veal^^^f 


I kno- God lo 




iiiiV he is bojie good & kynde, ^^M 


^loVMrI^'.ll. 




And ferto tiewer fan ony ateel ; ^^H 







Jjaf lie louef t)'u|te weel schal y fjndo. ^H 



MBRCI PASSITH RIJTWISNES. 
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IT How iny3t* god me of care vnbinde 
Sifen god louef troufe so vemli 1 
Do way, mercy, fou spillisf myehe wiwde, 
56 For ri3f schal forf, & no mercy.' 

IT Merci seide, " woldisf fou god knowe, 
And wij) good entenf mercy calle. 
And to him meekeli fee abowe, 
60 Jjan schal neuere myscheef in fee falle. 
IT J50U3 f ou haddisf do fe sywnis alle. 
And J)ou crie mercy for al fi mys. 
And vfith good herte on him to calle, 
64 )5an wole his mercy passe ri3twisnes." 

IF " Whaf ," quod fe sy7^ner, " y trowe f ou raue ; 
Cansf fou neue?'e of fi pletinge blyr^ne ] 
\)Q deuel bad me neuere mercy craue, 
68 And he can more clergie fan al fi kynne ; 
IT And he him silf is ful of aynne. 

And jif wole he neuere mercy crie : 
I coueite neue?*e heuew to wywne 
72 While ri3t* schal forf, & no mercie." 



[Paf?e 69.] 
How then shull 
He free me ? 



Right will pre- 
vail, not Mercy. 



Merci/. 

If thou wilt really 
pray for mercy, 



tlio* tliou hast 
Bind all the sins. 



God's Mercy will 
exceed His 
Justice. 



The Sinner. 

Nonsense ! The 
Devil bad me 
never ask mercy ; 

and he knows 
more than thou. 
Heisfiillofsin, 
and never asks 
mercy; 

Justice will 
prevail. 



If Merci seide " y preue bi skile, 

Witf is nou3t* worf, but grace be sou3f ; 
j)e deuel ^Haf clergie & witf at* wille, 
76 And eue^'e he settif it foule af nou3f : 
IT He fil in wanhope as him neue?*e rou3te, 
j5oru3 pn'de in heuew he loste his blis ; 
Hadde he oonys grace bisou3te, 
80 Merci hadde passid ri3twijsnes." 



Mercjfm 

The devil's wit is 
no good without 
grace. 

[1 Page 70.3 

He fell into de- 
spair when he 
lost heaven. 

Had he sought 
grace he'd have 
had Mercy. 



II Wharme fe synner herd fis, he si3ed sore. 

With rewful cheer greet* dool he made, 

And seide, " of fee wole y lerne more ; 

84: J)an is the deuel fals and bad, 

H For if he my3te merci haue had, 

u 



The Sinner. 



I'll learn of thee. 
The devil mtut be 
bad if he might 
have had mercy. 
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I 


UEBCl PASSITH RI}TWISNE99. ^^^H 

A ))ousaud Gi>is y him defie ; ^^H 


lU««ilMhemvv, 




Ue may lie sory & na-ymg glad ^^^| 


rurnmuay.' 


sy 


Yrnt Echal haue ii'ijtwisatis &, no mercy." ^^M 


Mmt- 




ALercy biheeld ]iaV eemeli goosf. ^^^1 


Dew bri;thir, 
el.eupth8dnil, 
oho wijnid send 




And seide, " leue hio]iei; forsake pe feend, ^^^| 




For ho wolde fnyn |)i aoule were lost, ^^H 


yonlo 
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To dwelle in heUe ytithDnt eend. ^^M 


Pr»yfcrg™«, 
ui.rtUiy=ql»i)'l 




^ Biseche now graoe, & god wole sendo ^^| 

And fflii wolf do as y fee wijs, ^^H 

And Jjaa J>i Boule to lieuere echal wende, ^^M 




9a 


p'^ra merci paeaif tijtwianes." ^M 


CP«e n.] 




' oJas," quod ))e synner, " al my lijf y ru^ ^^H 


Mypwllifel. 




Tor if is no ^tng< as y wende ; ^^^^ 


ririUBne God 1 




To serue god y wole be trewe ^^^| 
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If ony gi'ace lie wole me sende. ^^^| 


m.rH.kMp™ 




f Of al wickidnea he me defends I ^^H 


1 dafj the fnlJe 




i)e hh feend, y him defie ; ^^| 


SH«"- 




He wolde no pinff faf y dide meende, ^^| 
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}3af biheef me rijf no mmiie." ^^H 


Do w. Md re- 
Jolcs, Bb sorry 




Merci seide " if )iou wolf so, ^^H 
J30U myjf be glad al fi lijf, ^^M 


Cot O17 Hn, 




And for pi syKue pon maisf be woo, ^^^| 


t».liriven, 


108 


And to a preeaf cleene fee schriue, ^^H 


ananpmt: 




H And take penaunce witAouf strijf, ^^H 
Bopentynge fee of al fi mys, ^^H 


Tliou»ul[li.ion 




}}an bi fi witt^ po\i maisf knowe rijf ^^H 


ltatM6tcjpa»B« 


112 


Uaf merci passif lijtwiBnea." ^" 


rMSiMfT. 




'• Alas," quod the synner, " y haue lyued \VToiig' ! 


So penniica ii 




"Whaf peaaunce were y worfi to haue ? ^^ 


|,« Mnj IniriEfl 




})or may no man sette me to etrongi ^^H 


P 


IIG 


pi3\y} y were quicke doluen on graue. ^^H 
' MS. fran.^poacs rijtwisnea and mcrij. ^^H 



MERCI PASSITH RI3TWISNESS. 
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U A r alini3ty god, mercy I craue, 

l^ow lete my flesche my sy^inis able ! 
Graciose cnst* ! my soule J?ou haue, 
For ri3t* is 110119 1* wifout* mercie/' 



Ah God I have 
mercy. Christ, 
take my soal. 



[Page 72.] 



jHLercy seide, " ful weel fou woost*, 

As J?ou hast* often herd sayen, 
"What* man is fouTwie fat* was lost*, 
124 Wip him is Crist' plesid & fayn. 

H What* nede had cWsf to suffre payne 
But* for to hie oure soulis to blis 1 
Telle me pi lijf heere al playn, 
128 J5af mercy may passe ri3twisiies." 



Mercy. 

Christ rejoices 
over the lost 
sinner who is 
found. 



Tell me nil thy 
sins. 



" jXLy fyue wittis y haue mys spende 
j5oru3 prtde, enuie, & leccherie : 
To f e ten heestis y haue not* tende 
132 j5oru3 sloufe, wraffe, & glotenie. 
H In coueitise lyued haue y. 

And neuere dide werkis of me?*cyes ; 
God I 3eue me grace or fat* y die ! 
136 Jji merci may passe ri3twisnes." 

jtterci 3af him penaunce stronge, 

And seide " man, wolt* fou fis take % 
)5ou muste suffre bofe ri3f and wrong* 
140 If* fou J?i sywne wolf forsake 

H In good praiers fou muste wake. 
And neuere ^ wilne to do a-mys ; 
And for J?i sorewe fat* f ou doosf make, 
144 Merci schal passe ri3twisnes." 



The Sinner. 
I have misspent 
my Five Senses ; 

disobeyed the 
Ten Command- 
ments; livd in 
covetousness, and 
done no good 
works. 



God, let Thy 
Mercy pass Thy 
Justice. 



Mercy, 

Do this penance: 
Snflfer, and for- 
sake thy sin. 



Watch and pray. 

Never will to sin. 

[I Page 78.] 
Then Mercy 
shall exceed 
Justice. 



Pe sywner took penaunce wif good entent*, 

Ami lefte al his wickid sy/me ; 
Whanne he hadde leeue, away he went* 



The sinner for* 
sook his sins, 
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MERCI PASSITH RI3TWISNE8S. 



and all his Mends 
did great penance, 
and no sin wil- 
fully. 

He trasted to 
Crod to bring him 
to heaven. 



148 From alle his freendis, kij? & kynne. 
H In greef penaunce he putte him inne, 
And neuere aftir wilfuUi dide mys ; 
He truste on god heuew to wynne, 
152 Jjere mercy passif ri3twijsnes. 



Lord! giveuB 
grace, and be 
mercUkil to OS. 



Mary, guide onr 
souls to thy Son, 



where Mercy pre- 
vails over Justice. 



Almi^f.i god \ now make us stable. 
And jeue us grace weel to spede, 
And to us alle bee merciable, 
156 And for3eue us alle owre mysdede. 

H And helpe us, ladi, att oure moost* nede, 
To J)i sone oure soulis fou wys, 
And with his mercy fiilli us fede 
160 J)ere mercy passif rgwijsnes. A-M-E-N. 



[** As resoun rewlid," or " Filius Regis Mortuus est," follows. 
It is printed in Political, Eeligious, and Love Poems, p. 205, &c.] 
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€\t $eM. 



[JLamheth MS. 853, ah 1430 a.d., jpage 39 ; wltten 

without breaks,^ 

U Memento homo quod cinis es, et in cinerem 

reuerterifl. 
IT Fac bene dnm vinis. Post mortem vinere si nis. 
IT Tangere qui gandet. meretrieem qualiter 
audet. 
Falmis pollutis. regem tractare salntis. 
Credo in denm patrem omnipotentem. 

In fee, god fadir, I bileeue, 

J)e firste persoone f ul of my3f , 
])at al of nou3t* hast* maad to meeue, 
4 bofe heuew & erfe, day & ny^f. 

IT And in Jjin oonly goten sone, 
Bom of J?i silf bifor al f ing*, 
Oure lord iihesus, fe secunde persoone, 
8 Bothe 00 god in heue?i beinge. 

IT Jje same god faf euere haf ben, 

And sifen conceyued bi J?e holi goost*. 
And bom of a mayden cleene, 
12 Bicause a man in meekenes moost*. 

IT And ri3f as in J?e trynyte 

Be« persoones fre, substanncis but* oon, 
Ri3t* so in fee ben substanncis J? re, 
16 God, soule, bodi, & al oon persoone. 



Remember, man, 
that thoa art dost. 



Do well while 
thou livest. 
How does he who 
delights to touch 
a harlot, dare to 
handle the King 
of Salvation with 
pollated hands. 



I believe in God 
tlie Father, 



and in His only 
b^otten Son, 



Jesus Christ, 
one with God, 



conceivd by the 
Holy Ghost, and 
bom of a pure 
virgin, 

[Page 40.] 



(of three sub- 
stances, God, soul, 
body) 
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THE HELIEF. 



who sufferd under 
Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, 
and buried, 

descended into 
UelU 

but rose again 
the third day, 



ascended into 
lieaven. 



whence He slmll 
come tojudfi^e 
both quick and 
dead. 



[1 Page4i.] 
I believe in the 
Holy Ghost, 



who makes Holy 
Church, by faith- 
fiil men giving 
each to otiier 
what each can. 



I believe in the 
Forgiveness of 
Sins (through the 
Sacrament), 



H IJndir pilate fow suffridist* peyne 
Bi fre wil, mawkiudo to saue, 
Nailid on a croos, & peron slain, 
20 And taken douw & biried in graue. 

U In soule oonli fou wente to helle, 

& took fens J?i part*, if was good ri^f. 
But* up fou roos in fleisch and in felle 
24 J)e frid day bi godli my^f. 

U )5ou sti^ to heue7i in J?i nianhede, 

And fere J?ou sittist* on J?i fadir ri^f side, 
Buf ouer al-where is J?i godhede, 
28 Jjere is noon faf from J?ee him may hide. 

U ])ens schalf Jjou come us alle to deeme, 
Bofe quik and dede of adams seed. 
WitJi opene woundis & visage breme ; 
32 J5is bileeue makif true men drede. 

U I bileeue in J?e holi ^goosf, 

Jpe Jjridde persoone in trynyte, 
Of which fre noon is more ne moost*, 
30 But* al oon god in persoones fre. 

U })e holi goost* makif holi chirche 
Of feijjful men, bi comynynge 
Ech oon to ofir what f ei kuwne worche 
40 In holines and good lyuyng*. 

H For3eeuenes y bileeue of sywne 

Bi fe holi goosf and J? e sacrament*, 
If y maye goostli to hem wymie, 
44 Or ellis hi?w silfe is euere present*. 



H }5ou3 he neue?'e so present* be, 
J if he wole for ful meekenes 



THE BELIEF. 
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48 



J)af y do J)e>-to J?«f is in me, 

Lest* contempt* lette me of for3euenes. 



H Also J bileeue in hool mynde, 

\)e holi goost* schalle knytte a3en 
j)e soule to J?e fleische of al mankinde ; 
52 For al fleish schal ryse fat* deej? hath slayn. 



and that the Holy 
Ghost shall knit 
again all men's 
Bouls to their 
flesh on their 
resarrection. 



U })e holi goosf schal 3eiie also 

Euerlastynge lijf to alle true men, 
pat we may heere seme Jjer-to, 
56 H Y rede we seie alle, amen. 



and shall give 
everlasting life to 
all tme men. 



[The Sixteen Points of Charity, or **Man, among pi myrpis, 
piiuted p. 114, below, follows here in the MS.] 



*t 
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Eveiy one tlimikl 
teach his diiMnn 
tlieae, and keep 
themhimadf. 



I. Have no take 
gods. Worship 
God Almighty. 



IL Take not 
God's name iu 
vain. 

Kirear by no 
created thing. 



III. Hallow the 
Holy Day. 



]V. Honoar tliy 
Father and 
Hother. 

[I Page 41.] 



V. Kill no mnn, 



C^t Cen temanbnunts. 

[fAonbeth MS. 853, ab, 1430 A.D., page 47 ; toritten 

tcithout h-eaksJ] 

SXJery man schulde teche J^is lore 

To liise children wtt^ good entenf , 
And do it him-silf euermore, 
4 To kepe weel goddis comaundement*. 

^ Fals goddis ]k)u schalf noon haue, 
But* worschipe god omnipotent* ; 
Make not* fi god )>at* man hap graue : 
8 pis is pe firste comaundemenf . 

H Groddis name in ydil take Jk)u nof, 

For if pou. do fou schalt* be scheent* ; 
Swere bi no fiwg* J)af god haf wi-oii^f : 
12 J3is is J)e secnnde comau7ideme72t*. 

f Haue mynde to helewe J>in holi day, 
Jx>u & alle fine wtt^ good entent* ; 
Leue seruile werkis & nyce aray : 
16 pis is pe fridde comauTwiemenf. 

IF Worschipe J?i fadir & J?i luodir bo))e, — 
J)af longe lijf to pea be lent*, — 
Wit/t meete ^and drink, couwfort* & clofe : 
20 pis is pe iiij® comaundement*. 

II Slo no man vfitJi yuel wille, 

Ensaumplc, or tiuigc, or strokis dent* ; 



THB TEN COMMANDMENTS. 

Bwf euermore do good for ille : 
24 J5is is fe fifths comauwdemewf. 

IT Do no leccherie in al J?i lijf ; 

Lete fleisclieli knowynge fro7>i fee be lent* 
Saue oonli bi-twene nia?i & wijf : 
28 fis is fe sixte comauTidemenf. 

IT \)ou schalf not* stele no maner of fing^, 
!N"e helpe perto bi no consenf . 
Leue alle fals mesuris & al gilinge : 
32 })ia is pe .vij. comsiVLndement 

IF j5ou scbalt* beere no fals witnes 
For no mater J?af may be ment* ; 
Seie euere fe soJ?e, or holde Jji pees : 
36 Jjis is fe .viij. comauwdemewt*. 

IT })ou schalt* not* coueite pi nei3boris good, 
As hous, lond, catel, ne rent*, 
In hindringe of him & of his blood : 
40 ])is is fe .ix. comaundemerit*. 

IF j5ou schalf not* desire J?i nei3boris feere, 
ITe falsli his seruauwt* from him hent*, 
Ne no good fat* ^he hath heere : 
44 J)is is fe .X. comau?ideme«t*. 

IF \)ese ten to kepe, fou ^eue us grace 
J)at* on J?e roode was al to-rent* , 
In-to his blis fat* we mowe passe 
48 At* f e laste day of lugemenf . 

[" I Warne eche lijf," p. 107, &c., of this print, follows here in 
the MS.] 
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but do good for ill. 



VI. Ck)minit not 
adultery or 
Ibmicatiou. 



VII. Steal not. 



Use no deceit. 



VIII. Bear no 
false witness. 



IX. Covet not 
thy neighboui''s 
goods. 



X. Covet not thy 
neighbour's wife ; 
take not his 
servant or goods 
fiEilsely. 

[1 Page 49.] 



Christ, give us 
grace to keep 
these Ten, 

that we may 
pass to bliss. 



ior> 



^tpe Mil Cristas Cumaunbtmcnt^ 

[Vetmon MS., ab. 1370 a.d., fol 408 b., coL 1. 
Printed here for comparison* sake, with the metrical 
■points, but no stopsJ] 

X warne vche leod. J?at liuejj in londe. 

And do hem dredles. out of were. 

Jpat fei most studie. and vnderstonde. 
4 J5e lawe of crist. to loue and lere. 

J5er nis no mon. fer ne nere. 

Jjat may him seluen. saue vn schent. 

But he fat caste)?, wij) concience clere. 
8 To kepe. wel. Cristes Comauwdeme?it. 

jjow most haue o God. and no mo. 

And serue him bofe. wit/t mayn and miht. 

And ouer alle finges. loue hi??i also. 
12 For he haj? lant fe. lyf and hht. 

3if Jjou beo nuy3ed. day or niht. 

In peyne be meke. and pacient. 

And rule J?e ay. be reson riht. 
16 And kep wel. Cristes Comauwdemewt. 

IT And let J? i nei3hebor. frend and fo. 

Riht frely. of J?i frendschupe fele. 

In herte. J?at J? ou wilne hem so. 
20 Riht as fou woldest. fi self weore wele. 

And help to sauen hem. from vncele. 

So fat hfeore soules. beo not schent. 

And also heore care, fou helpe to kele. 
24 And kepe wel. Cristes comaundemewt. 
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f ept Mttl Cristis Contaunbtnteiit. 

[LamhetJi MS, 853, ah, 1430 jL,T),,page 49 ; written 

without breaJcs,^ 



X Warno eche lijf Jjaf liuejj in lond 
And do him dredlees out* of were, 
Jjaf he must* studie & vndirstonde 
4 J53 la we of god to loue & lere. 
IT For J?ere is no maw feer ne neer 

})at* may him sillfe saue vnschenf 
But* he fat* castij? him vfitit conscience clere 
8 To kepe weel ciistis comaundemewt*. 

Xhou schalt* haue oon god & no mo, 

And serue him bofe wij? mayn & my3t*, 
And ouer al Jjing* loue him also, 
12 For he haf lent* fee Hjf & li^t*. 
IF If fou be noied hi day or ny3t*. 
In peyne be meeke & pacient*. 
And rewle fee ay bi resouw ri3t*, 
16 And kepe weel cristis comaujzdemewf. 

Ijete fi nei3e-^boris, bojje freend & fo, 

Freli of fi freewdschip f eele ; 
In herte wilne Jjou hem also 
20 Ri3f as f ou woldist* fi silf were wele. 
IT Helpe to saue hem from vnsele 

So fat* her soulis ben not* schent*, 
And her care f ou helpe to kele, 
24 And kepe weel c?'zstis comauwdemewt*. 



Every man must 
take care to love 
the Law of God. 



Only he can be 
savd who gives 
himself to keep 
Christ's 
Commandments. 



I. Thou sliiilt 
Iiave one God, 



and love Him 
above every- 
thing. 



Be patient in 
suffering. 



[1 Page 50.] 
Love thy 
neighbour as 
thyself; 



and help to save 
him from all ill. 



108 KEPK WEL CRISTES COMAUNDEMENT. (VERNON MS.) 

IT In Idel. Godes nome tak fou iiou3t. 

But cese. and saue fe from fat synne. 

Swere bi no fiwg. pat God haj? wrouht. 
28 Be war. his wrafjje. lest pan hit wynne. 

But bisy fe her. bale to blynne. 

)?at blaberyng are wij) ojjes blent. 

Vncoufe and knowen. aiid of fi kynne. 
32 And kep weL cristes comauwdemeiit. 

IT In clannes and in cristes werk. 

Haue mynde. to holden Jjin haly day. 

And drauh J?e J? enne. fiom dedes derk. 
36 Wif al Jji meyne. Mon and may. 

And men ynsau3te. loke pon assay. 

To 8au3te7i hem fewne. at on assent. 

And pore and seke. Jjou plese and pay. 
40 And kepe wel cristes Comauwdement. 

IF j)i Fader fi Moder. pon worschupe boJ?e. 
3if fou wolt boteles. bale escheuwe. 
With couTiseil cu?w-forte hem. witJi mete and 
clofe. 
44 As pou sest. hem neodej? newe. 
And 3if fei talke of tales vn-trewe. 
j5ou torn hem out. of J?at entent. 
And cristes lawe. help fat f ei knewe. 
48 And kep wel cristes. Comaundemewt. 

IT Sle no mon. wiJ) wikked wille. 

Be war. and vengeau;^ce tak fou non. 

In word, ne dede. loude. ne stille. 
52 Bakbyte fou no mon. blod ny bon. 

But ay let gabbynges. glyde and gon. 

A-wey wher J?ei wol. glace, or glent. 

And help J?at alle men ben aton. 
56 And kep wel cristes comuuwdeme7it. 



KEPB WEEL CRISTIS COMAUNDEMENT. {lAMBETH MS. 853.) 

Croddis name in ydil take fou noujt^, 

Bwt* ceesse & saue fee from pat* sywne ; 
Swere bi no fing* J?af god haj) wrou^f , 
28 Be waar his wrafpe lesf fou so wynne. 
IT But* bisie fee euere her bale to bliwne 
\)aV wijj blaberinge oofis ben blent^, 
Vncoufe & knowen of J? i kynne ; 
32 And kepe weel crtstis comajmdement. 
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II. Take not 
God's name in 
vain. 

Sw^ear by no 
tiling tliat God 
lias made, 

but keep from the 
bale of blabbering 
oath-swearers. 



In clewnes and in cristis werk 

Haue mynde to halowe Jjin hoK daye, 
And drawe pee fawne from dedis derk 
36 Wi)j al pi meyne, man & may. 
IF Men vnsoff , loke Jjou asay 

To soften ^them to good assent*, 
Helps poore and sike to please & pay, 
40 And kepe weel mstis comauwdement*. 



III. Hallow thy 
Holy Day, with 



all thy household. 

Try to soften 
imsofb men, 

P Page 51.] 
and to help the 
poor and sick. 



J^i fadir & modir worschipe bofe — 

If fou wolf botelees bale eschewe — 
WitJi couwcelle, coumforte, meete & clofe, 
44 As Jjou seest* pat* hem nedip newe. 
IT And if pei talke of wordis vntrewe, 
\)ou tume hem out* of pat* entent*, 
And mstis lawe helpe pat* pei knew, 
48 And kepe weel cristis comauwdemenf. 



IV. Honour thy 
Father and 
Mother with 

counsel, food, and 
clothes. 



Turn them fhim 
untrue words, and 
help them to 
know Christ's 
law. 



Sle no man with wickid wille ; 

Be waar, of vemaunce take pou noon ; 
Eerli ne late, lowde ne stille, 
52 Bacbite no man, blood ne boon, 
IT But* lete euere gabbing* glide & goon 
Away, wheper it* wole glase or glent* ; 
And helpe pat* alle mew were at* oone, 
56 And kepe weel cnstis comauwdemewt*. 



V. Slay no man ; 
take no venge- 
ance. 



Backbite no one, 

but let gabbing 
goby. 



Help on peace. 



110 KEPE WEL CRISTE8 COMAUNDEMENT. (VERNON.MS.) 

IT Stele J?ou nou^t. J?i iiei3ebors fing. 

KouJ?wr wij? stillenes. ne wij? stiif. 

Nor vfiih no maner. wrong getyng, 
60 \>i self fi seruaunt. child, ne wyf. 

To sulle and buye. ^if J?ou be ryf. 

Wayte al way. Jjat wrong be went. 

As fou wolt lyue. J?e lastyng lyf. 
64 Jjou kepe wel, cristes comau7idement. 



[Col. 2.] Fals witnesse. loke fow non bere. 

Jif J?ow wolt. in blisse a-byde. 

]>i nei^ebore. wityngly to dere. 
68 ^NTe no mon noujjer. in no syde. 

But loke fat no mon. be a nuy3ed. 

And fou may him. from harmes hewt. 

And help fat falshede. beo distruiet. 
72 And kep wel. cristes comaundement. 

IF Sunge fou not. in lecherie. 

Such lust vn leueful. let hit pas. 

Consente Jjou not. to such folye. 
76 Jjat founden is so foul trespas. 

And loke. fat noufer more ne las. 

\>\ lykyng. on fat lust be lent. 

Leste f ou synge. f is songe alias. 
80 For brekyng. of cristes comauMemewt. 

IT ]>i nei3hebors wyf. coueyte f ou nou3t. 

Vnleuefully. a-3eynes f e lawe. 

Wif hire to sunge. in word ne f ou^t. 
84 And from fat deede, euer fou f e drawe. 

And neuer sey. to hire no sawe. 

To make hire, to synne assent. 

Ne plese hire not. wzt^ no mis plawe. 
88 But kep wel. cristes comaumleme^it. 



KEP2 WEEL CRISTIS COMAUNDEMENT. {lAMBETH MS. 853.) 



Ill 



Bywne Jjou not* in leccherie ; 

Such, lust* vnleefful, lete it* passe • 
Consents J? ou not* to J?at* folie 
60 J)at* fouwden it* is so ^foule a trespase. 
IT And loke Jjou, neij?er more ne lasse 
pi likinge on fat* lust* be lent*, 
Lest* fou singe fis song* * alas 
64 For brekinge of cnstis comaundement*.'' 



VI. Sin not in 
Lechery and 
unlairfal lust ; 



[1 Page 52.] 

set not thy liking 
on it 



lest thou repent it. 



btele fou nou^t* of fi nei^boris Jjiwg* 

'Neiper wij) stilnes ne with strijf, 
Ne with no maner of wrong* geetynge, 
68 j)i silf, J?i seruaunt*, child, ne wijf. 
H To bie & sille if J?ou be rijfe, 

Loke euere fat* wrong* away be went* 
If )?ou wolt* han euerlastinge lijf, 
72 Kepe weel cnstis comaundement*. 



VII. steal no- 
thing of thy 
neighbour's. 



Cheat not in 
buying and 
selling. 



X als witnes, loke fat* fou noon bare ; 

If fou wolt* in blis a-bide, 
J?i nei^bore wilfulli fou ne dere, 
76 'Ne noon fat* wonej? fee biside ; 
IT But* loke fat* no man be anoied 

If f ou may him from harmes bent*, 
And helpe fat* falsbede were distroied, 
80 And kepe weel cristis comaundement*. 



VIII. Bear no 
false witness. 



Injure not thy 
neiglibour. 



but keep every 
one from harm. 



Help to destroy 
talsehood. 



"i nei3boris wijf, coueite fou nou^f 

VnleeffuUi, a^ens f e lawe, 
Wif hir to sjrme in dede or f ou^t*, 
84 But* from f e dede euere f ou drawe, 

IT And ceesse, & seie to hir no sawe 
To make hir for to sy?ine assewt*, 
'Ne please hir not* with no nyce plawe, 
88 But* kepe weel cristis comauudement*. 



IX. Covet not tliy 

neighbour's wife, 

[Page 58.] 



and say and do 
nothing to make 
her assent to sin. 



112 KEPE WEL CRISTES COMAUNDEMENT. (vERNON MS.) 

IT pi nei^liebors lious. wenche ne knaue. 

Vnskilf uUy. coueyte fou nouht. 

Ne ^it his good, vf^ith wrong to haue. 
92 For hit. lest Jjou to bale be brouht. 

For whon J?e sofe. schal vp be souht. 

3 if Jjou in to fis sunnes assent. 

Ful bitterly, hit mot be bou^t. 
96 For brekyng of cristes. Comauwdemewt. 

IF Vche mon pat wol. fis lessnn lere. 

And louejj. a laweful lyf. to lede. 

He may not misse. on none manere. 
100 J)e merfe of heuene. to his mede. 

For crist him here, wol helpe and hede. 

And hejjene. in to heuene hent. 

For-f i I. preye. pat crist vs spede. 
104 Kuyndely to kepe. his comauwdemewt. 



KEPE WEBL CRISTIS COMAUNDEMENT. (lAMBETH MS, 863.) 

Xhi nei3boris hous, wenche, ne knawe, 

VnleeffuUi coueite fou iiou3f , 
Ne oJ?ir good, wrong* to haue, 
92 Lesf fou for it< to bale be brou3f . 

H For yfha.nne J?e soofe schal be up sou3f , 
If fou to J?is synne assent* , 
Fill bittirli it* schal be bou^f 
96 For brekinge of cn'stis comaundemewf. 
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Covet not thy 
neighbour's 
house, maid, or 
man, 



for at the Last 
Day thou shalt 
pay bitterly for it. 



£cli man fat* wole fis lessou/i lere, 

And loue]) a lawful lijf to lede. 
He ne may mys on no manere 
100 Jje myrjjis of heuer^ to haue to meede ; 
H For crist* wole him heere helpe at* nede, 

For from bens to heuene be wole him hent, 
For-J)i praie we fat* cn'st* us spede 
104 Kindeli to kepe his comau/idemewtJ*. Amen. 



No man who 
learns this lesson 
can miss the joys 
of Heaven, 



for Christ will 
take him there. 
Let us pray Him 
that we may keep 
His Command- 
ments. 



["There is no creatonr but oon," printed pp. 18-21, follows 
here in the MS.] 



^\t Bhitnt ipoptis of Cbavitf. 

[L'lmbeth MS. 863, ah. 1430 a.d., pojw 43 ; wrirt^'w 

without brealin, pxeept linee 6-12, 31-4.] 

XttAn, among' Jii niyvfis Imne in raynde 

From whena fou come & whidir fnii toendis. 
How freeli ])ou falliHt & filidf fi kinde ! 
4 Arise & make of^ pi mys ameendis, 

H Jjaf of Jiifi world whaxne fou out" wendis, 
(jou niaiati in henene fi lord god rb 
Among" hise apostolia & dere freemlis 
8 As a chosen child in charitee. 

Xhe hijeaf lessoun fat" man may lere 

la to lyue iuaf lijf, if fou wolf loke, 
Yf J)ou haue grace to holde & heere, 
12 Ib plajTili printid in poulia booke. 
f For god to poul )>i8 lesaouTj tooke 
in fe fridde heuen, hijeaf of fre, 
Euery man to eunne & loofca 
IG pe sixtene propirtees of charitee. 

ihouj y apeke,' seij) seinf poule, 

' Aa aungils doon, or w»tA mcHnis tunge. 
If charite be nop in fi soule, 
20 I am buf aa a bmsen symbal sons'. 

H And f)ouj my bileeue bo ncuere ho stroMg' 
So p'fV monnteyns he meued hi feifi of n 
I am uof worthi to god so longe 
24 As me wantif charite. 

' o/iii miirgiii. 
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Thouj y to poorc men ;eue al my goud. 


And IhmiBli I 
t» Irani 1, jiDd 




And my bodi to brenne fere hoof fier ys, 
And charite be nof in my mood, 


38 


If pT-ofitif me nof to heuen blia.' 
li Enf for god wolda if scliulde not- niys 






To knowe ia ciiarite wha7ine we be. 
He tau^te ponl to teche al liis 


Qod tnid Ttinl bi 


33 


J3e .XTJ. Poyntia oF cbarite. 

Cbarite,' he sei]), ' is pacieiif, 

Alle diseais meeldi BufFringo, 
Bonigne also in liir ententf, 


l.ai»rll)-l. 
paleui. und 


36 


Kindelid w!tA fier of good lyuyng-; 


9. nanlp,. 




^ Nenere ennyose for ony Jjing- 


i, mver cnvioM, 




To freend ne foo, wliefiir if be, 






Euf euere glad to goddis pleaing" 




40 


To cheriscbe alio men in ctiaritee. 


^ 


' 


Cliarito dooj. noTit/-e ivickidli 

Bi purpos of wil, ne wickid dede, 


^^1 




Ne blowew Ms wit/t pride fou) ache be wiilfi, 


^^1 


44 


For to greue god in hir moosf drede ; 
H For in belle depe Bchal be her meede, 
A low wijj lucifir for to he 
))nf for bljnde pr/de wole take noon hede 


»i"h Zie. ^^H 


48 


iowli to lyue in cbarite. 
Cbarite ie not^ coneitoae toold 


■ 




Of worachipe ne of wronge wynnynge, 


^mo|irorwro.i« ^^H 




For ivij) ypocritia Bcbe may nof holde. 


^^1 


52 


IJo oonsente wtt/i wrong' getyng*. 


^^1 




f Sclie sechij, nof hir owDe |)ingi 


7.3«<koU.noLI»r ^^1 




For hindringe of neijboria Jjaf myjfo be, 


^H 




For nianye pwela ben in pletynge 


^^H 


56 


)3(if acorden nof wi'tft chariteo. 


J 
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8. Is not easily 
provoked, 



9. Thinketh no 
evil. 



THE XVI POYXTIS OP CIIARITE. 

vliarite wole no fing^ be wroo)? 

For harmes faf hir silf may hent*, 
But* for to synne, al oonli is hir loof, 
60 A3ens goddis comaiindement*. 

H Charitee fenkij? noon yuel in hir entenf , 
But* stintij) strijf , & stoondij) free ; 
Al yuel wil, if wolde were went*, 
64 And chauTigid al for charite. 



[Pnpe 45.] 
10. Uejoii-eth not 
ill iniquity, but 



11. Rcjoiteth in 
the trutli. 



Uf wickidnes charite is not* glad, 

Bi lau3te?* ne bi no likinge, 
But* euere sobre, soft*, & sad, 
68 In J)0U3t*, in word, & \n worching*. 
U To ri3t* & troupe is her ioiyng*, 

To maynteine trufe where-euere sche be, 
WitA feif ful and true folk Is hir dwelling, 
72 For suche ben chosen in charite. 



12. Charity 
bcnreth all things. 



13. Believeth all 
things. 



All« fingis sche beri)? vp meekeli, 

For al hir wronge schal tume to game ; 
Sche falli)? not* vnder for vilonye, 
76 For los, for sijknes, ne for schame. 
H AUe j?ingis sche trowif wif-out* fame 
)pat* goddis la we techif trufe to be, 
And bidij) ferbi for ony blame, 
80 For suche ben children of charitee. 



U. Hopeth all 
things, 



15. Endureth all 
things. 

[1 Page 46.] 



Alle fingis sche hopif to haue in blis ; 

For suche sche suffrij) & serue]? heere ; 
For of mercy sche may not* mys 
84 ]5at* fis lessow wole loue & lere. 

H Sche abidij) alle fiwgis w^t/i good chere 
]5ou3 sche finke lowge fe eende to se, 
For of reward sche ha J) ^no were 
88 ))at* fus abidij? in charite. 



THE XVI P0YNTI8 OF CHARITB. 
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l/iiaiite fallij) neuere a-way 

From him fat* it* in cliarite wole holde, 
Bifore ue aftir domys day, 
92 But* encressif ia blis an liuwdrid folde. 
U Whawne al tresour is tried & tolde, 
Al help to blis is in fese fre, 
Feif, hope, & charite, nofing* colde ; ' 
96 J3e mooste of hem is charite.' 

Hi charite, man, J?ou must* loue more 

God fan silf, J)e sooj? to say. 
For fis is fe lord-is owne lore, 
100 With al J?i power hi??i please & pay ; 
H Thi nei^bore also, wif-oute nay, 
Loue as J)i silf saaf to bee ; • 
To freend & fo holde faste J)i fay, 
104 And chauwge fou neuere fro charite. 

Xf we fis lessouw we loue & leere, 

And take it* truli to oure entent*, 
We schulew haue knowinge good & cleere 
108 Who hen blamelees & who ben schent*. 
God, fat* hast* us oure lijf lent*, 

Grau?ite fat* we may oure ^silf to enserche 
& se, 
As f ou for us on roode were rent*, 
112 j3ou chese us to fee for charite. A-M-E-X 



16. Charity never 
fuUeth. 



All help to blitis 
is in these three : 
Faith, Hope, 
Charity : 
and the greatest 
of these is 
Charity. 



It makes thee 
love God above 
thyself. 



and thy neighbour 
as thyself. 



If we learn this 
lesson, we shall 
know who will be 
blest and who 
punisht. 



P Page 47.] 
God grant that 
Christ may choose 
us, for His love. 



["Euery man schulde teche Ms lore, "printed pp. 104-5, follows 
here in the MS.] 



(^niniiecim Signa ante biem |uiritij. 

[MS. B. U. 24, Trinity College, Cmnhridfje ; 
ab. 1460, A.D.] 



Kynge of grace, & fill of pyte, 
Lord of liwiyn, I-blyBsyd )iou be ! 
Haue mercy oa va, we the beseche, 
i Or we leae our wytt & speche ! 
XV. tokenya telle I may 
That filial come before dooinys day, 
Ab it ia seyde yii tlie prophecye, 
8 In the book of Jereaiye. 

Herkenyth now Jie tokenyjige 
That fe Urate day alial bryriye ; 
Tro lieuyji shal a rayne falle, 

12 Hit phal be hyttyr as eny galle, 
Ilytt shall be as red as any blod, 
Ouyr all fe ■worlle a grymly flod; 
Hytt schaUe ouergo wyth large mett 

16 Alls that ya m erth I-sett : 

The chylderyn vu-borii Afei'd shall be 
Of thyfl tokenynge, as I telle the, 
And meue hem tyll oiu' Syth 

20 Kyth as f Ry speke myth. 

The seciiude day ya atronge wit/i alle : 
The sterrya shal fro heuyn falle. 
So dtedfidle and so breyth 

24 As thu fjre utf fiii doudyr lyth. 



[ 


qUlNDECIM 8I0NA ANTE DIBM ID1>1C1J. 


IIS ^H 


r 


Men schalle say, " welle-away ! 


^^ 




Tliva ben tho tokenys otf domys day ! " 


^H 




Tliey achall cry & syke nore. 


^^1 


38 


And say, "lord, luercy, thyu ore^!" 


[>»S.lI.y,.prc] ^^M 




The iij^ day ya off syche : 


^H 




In ertlie and in heuyn-ryche 


^H 




TLe bye sou tliatt ya ao brytii. 


^1 


32 


So fayr, and so fuU off lyth, 


^H 




Hitt ahalle bo swarte aa any pyche : 


.b^llumU^ ^H 




Alk thatt shall be rewlyche. 


^H 




Men Bchalk ^en sone se 


^^H 


36 

1 


Att myddny hytt shalle awarte be ; 
All thatt l»n on lyve 
Schalle thya wordys dryve, 
" AJas thatt we acholle Abyde 


^ 


40 


To se Jjia Borowe in Eucry syde ! " 


^^1 




The iiij" day ya Bwythe longe. 


E>'«[Ttbl»K ^H 




With wepynge & wyth sorow Anionge : 


. ^H 




AU Jiat in erthe stondo 


onnrthdBU ^^1 


44 


Schall to red blod wende ; 

Tliey scbotle draws hem to fie grownde, 

Ther achalle they dwelle butt no Btownde, 


^^H 




To the see pej schalle for drede, 


■iiilflHtuIligK-i. ^^H 


48 


Eyth aa moysea the prophytt eayde, 


^H 




Thatt the mone achalle rewjy fiUle 


ThE M«H. .h>ll ^H 




And wynd outt of hys reche stalls. 


^H 




The man schalle aay to hya wyff 


^^1 


53 


" Alas fatt we he nowe Alyve ! " 


^^1 




The v" day comyth swythe; 


^;i",^""«,.i, ^1 




For eusry best fiatt ya on lyve, 


hLd.io.3.'^" ^^M 




Toward heuju her hedd achall holde. 


^H 


56 


For thatt ivonf er Ab y yowe tollde. 


^^M 




Men achalle aay, "lord, thyn ore 


^'«1! '"" ^1 




Off our aorowe& off our sore!" 


tt-linmj, ^^m 




Thya tellytb the prophecy 


^^M 


CO 


lu fie booke of Jeremy. 


J 



120 


1 


<JCraDBCIM BIONA AXTH DlEll ICDICU. 

Wdle we aohaJId vnilyrstonde 
Thatt triBtyndom batt vufiCT-fonge. 


maMVChri.tlo 




" Thatt i!ay, Ihetnig to vs se 


hn«f """ '" 


64 


As fou' V3 bowtyst vppon a tre, 


[>0niiiwa..u.d 

1I.KCKA 111 




Thatt we may com to fj blysae 


ll.rglt,J 
Vl.TWTntH 




Lord, whon |;y wiUe ys I " 
The vj Uay sch.aU down FaUe 


dawn, 


68 


The treya wiV* fe croppya alle. 

And toward fie erLho the croppya Bchall'- be. 

For fere tlie man sclialle lese hya wyff, 


■nil ctillJran 




The wyir her chyld, >e chylld his lytf ; 


»"" 


72 


Aile thatt leve Buhall lese here wytte ; 
Wo tbcy be thatt aclialle a-byile hytte, 
Bettyr they were to be oute off lyvo 
Than aoche payne for to dryve. 


V sarr 


76 


The vij day schalle fall down 


■ [• MS. *=«»'] 




Chyrehe and castelle and eue/y town*j 


H The IHUi (hiill 




All scliall to-bteke ; and eiiery hylle 


H l» lowtrd, Riiil au 




Shalifl lowe, valeyB For to Fylle ; 


P 


80 


The ertliB schalle [be] shene and clene; 






In f ia ivorllo alJe schaUs he evyn ; 


r;;"^"" 




Than aehalle fe worlle evyn be : 
"Wo ys he fiat thatt schalle ee J 


vii[.Aa>io( 


84 


The viij <1ay ys a day off drede, ^^h 


dresd. 




Hyth as moyses ^e praphytt seyde ^^H 


■nieB«.wUlri» 




Thatt the see woll ryee & He, ^^M 


■ndllH, 




Thatt Query best aferd schall he; ^^M 




88 


Than for drede hytt woll ryse & flowe ^H 
Witft wawys grete, & atormys towe : ^^M 


ud be drliD up 




Tborowe the strength off fa wynd ^^M 


Ihe'wl^".'"" ^' 




Into the Welken hitt schall elynge ; ^H 


AU living 


92 


All thatt Jenyth >att day ^H 


<rn1«lelilob« 




Wold fie away, but >cy ne may ; ^H 


.ia.,ider.h. 




Vndyr erthe I-hydd they wold be ^H 
Tiiatt Ihe*u cryat schoU nott hem Aae. ^H 


. 


U6 


Then woUc the see wytdrowo, ^1 



QUINDECIM SI6NA ANTE DIEM lUDICIJ. 
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And wend to hys owyn liawe. 

Godd of heuyn, fat best may, 

Haue mercy on ts vppon patt day ! 
100 The ix day, wondyr hytt ys, 

As the p7-ophecy tellyth hytt I-wys : 

Thatt all fynge schall speke fan, 

And cry in erthe aftyr J)e steuyn oif man, 
104 And be-mone hem self in owr sy3th 

Ryth as J>ey speke myth. 

Lord Ihesu, thy myth fou fullfeUe ! 

We be sorry fatt we dede agayu fi wille 
108 Or w^t7^ towyth or wz't/i dede. 

Lord Ihesu ! brenge vs oute of fis drede 

Thatt we may com to rest ! 

Ther bale ys most, & bote ys nexte. 
112 The .X. day ys day of welaway 

As gregory sayth, and Jeromy : 

Than schalle knele J>e angelys bryth 

Before fe face of godd allmyth. 
116 Seynt peter, nofer his felow-redde, 

Dar nott speke A word for drede ; 

They schaUe se heuyn vngo,^ 

And fe erthe schall Also, 
120 They schalle schryke & crye lome 

For J)e drede of fe grett dome. 

Develyn schall com oute o£E helle 

As seynt Johan doyth vs tell, 
124 They schalle kry, **lord, thyn ore 

Off our sorowe & of our sore ! 

Lett vs to heuyn com ! 

Loiige Jjou hast hytt vs be-nome 
128 For our gylt, and our mysdede. 

And for our awyn wykkyd rede ! " 

Thys ys a day of moche sorowe j 

A strongyr comyth on the morrowe , 
132 ITie xi day comyth lyche. 



IX. As the pro- 
phecy tells. 



all things on 
earth shall speak 
with the voice of 
man and bemoan 
themselves. 



Jesu, bring us 
from this dread 
to rest, with Thee! 



X. A day of 
lamentation. 



The Angels shall 
kneel before God. 



Peter and his 
companions 
shall not dare to 
speak. 

Heaven and earth 
shall perish. 
[1 O.H.G. intgdn, 
to perish. — Brad- 
ley.] 



Devils shall come 
out of hell, 

and pray God to 



let them come 
back into heaven. 



XI. Great storms 



12S 


■ 


QUINDEOIM 81CNA ANTE DIEM II.-D10IJ. 


•lanne*, 




'WM stronge Btoriuya sjkyrlyclie, 


■n nckw uid 




And alle the etouya moche & lyte 


tog.Uu,r. 




Scholia to-gedyr Bore amyte ; 


■ndilltlxworM 


136 


Alle the worlle schalle to-dryve ; 


.plin«uirf.r. 




Wo be Jiey fatt ben on lyve ! 


Tl» R.iiib."f 




The rayn bowe Iwryjd eclialle be, 


, 




Grymlyche In Byjth for to see. 


>i.dth>D»>l1. 


UU 


Than the Ueuelyn sclialle swyde reii, 


hdl."" 




And for fere to helle torn ; 

God wille Bay, " ther aohull ye he. 


[l?«.rbel 




Therschallyewone&bewari:" 


XII. TLI. il«- 


U4 


God giownte so to be-tyde 
Thatt we may by on bettyr ayde ! 
The xij day ya dredfulla than ; 






For than was neuer aehuppe of man 




U8 


That wolle fatt god dyd hym ryth, 
Yff he dyrst, & moat of myth. 


Al>gel..l..Llf^l 




Angelya thatt bjHi serajn alle, 
Scholl for vs vppon kneya falle. 




152 


To goddys feett for oiu' syn ; 


"■ 




And for the loue of all man kyii. ^^^ 


L.M>...irur 




Lonl we be-aeche the ^^^| 
In ])i mercy for to be ! ^^^| 




156 


Bredfullf coniyth the xuj day ^^H 
To all )iatt Abydc hytt may. ^^H 
¥m the begynnynge of Adamys com ^^^| 
Tylle the end of fe day of doorao, ^^H 


nnouenmUll 


160 


Xe myth no raau in booke rede . ^^H 






HaU the BOFOW, no>n- half )ie drede, ^H 
Tliat god sehalle say tlian ^^M 
When he comyth down yn schappe of man ; ^^H 


AlUlieitonooii 


164 


Foi alle the etonya grett and amale ,^^^| 


«rth 




Thatt byth in erthe wit/ioutyn tale, ^^H 


■hiUdrivg 




All they achalle to^edyr drynge, ^^^| 


uioUur 




And eUCT-ychon to o))t'j- dynge ; ^^^^^H 




liSf 


They achaU ryui: & ^'ryud »<o ^^^^^^| 



m 


tJDKJDBCIM SIOSA ANTE UIEM lUDIClJ. 


^^M 




Tliatt fe fjr fro liera schiUle go ; 
Tiiey sohall bren also brjth 


tly ttam Uiem ^^^| 




As fe fyr of J)e dondyr lyth. 


^^H 


172 


The xiiij day ys A day of sorowe ; 


■im ^^^H 




Stronge fyr schalle com on ]>£ morow, 




Ther achalle nothyng in fya woiUe leve 


bum up DTSry ^^^H 




Butt sehaJle bren to morow tyll eve. 


UllUieEv™l„g. ^^H 


17G 


Thya passyth nott awythe Bone ; 
On the morow ys |te day of doome. 


■ 




The XV day eomytli swythe : 


Tlie Da; of ^^^H 




For euCT-y man fat was on lyve 


All thU ^^^H 


180 


Fro Adaniys tyme, the fjrst man, 
Alle to the dome schalle com tJian, 


^^^H 




Euery man of xxx" ivynter olde, 


•r.r;ime,I<l>da ^^H 




AH schall com fe dome to he-hoLlu ; 


,m\ c^me ^^^H 


184 


Enery man schalle offl)-e mete 


^^H 




Att the mownte of olevett. 


^^^1 




Two angelya schall blowe her beniys ; 


T.^ .luUI ^^1 




The folke scliall com alle attonys. 


^^^H 


188 


Fulls sore than they may Agryse 
Whan they shnlle to fe dome aryse ; 


■ 




Two angelya schall com be-forne 


two .).>dl brlt« l^^H 




"WM fo aoorgee, and wit7i the etowne of thorn, 


beat Christ, ma ^^^H 


192 


Willi drewry cher and sory mo.te. 


^^H 




As hytt on hys hedd stodo ; 
And the sper al so scharpe 






As hytt atod on hya heitt. 


uit.bK.dDDm. ^^H 


196 


For no enuy, ne for no pryde, 






Longewa hym stonge dorow Jie ayde ; 


piensChriil ^^^1 




Longous then atyU atode, 


but ^^^1 




On hys fyngorys ran fe hlod, 


^^H 


200 


Ho atrokyd iher-wit/i hya oyn ij'th, 


v^'^tL,^. ^M 


1 


They bo-coom as cler as candylljtli. 


nnd tbey becnii>e ^^H 


I 


"Kynge and lord fnll o£ pyte, 


r^hr'"""" ^^1 


1 


Thys mya-gylt pou for-yeue me 1 


fbrRlvem.,''»i;o ^^H 


L 


I dyd hyt for non evyll dede, 


\A 



12i 


P 


QLINUECIU aiGSA ANTE DIEM lUDlCIJ. ^^M 

NoJk.'/- for DO covetyae of nieili!." ^^H 


AnEcl..li.ll 




Angelys EcLall breiige fe rovle bryth, ^^H 


^Tb'i^ys'l^ 




'With blody nayljB precyous of sjth. ^^H 


Tk..,<:l,rUt.Bil, 


JOS 


Xhen comyth our lord wtt/i drewry mod^.^^H 


.liaU oomo, 




Wytli armys I-spred all ou blod : ^H 


snaMy/'lluu. 




" Mau, now ^e Botli ^u mayat I-ee, ^^| 


rv,ff"a"fwll,«! 




WliatI, I Bufferd her for tliB. ^H 




212 


Thys paasyon I siifferd hei' for fie : ^H 


1.U 




I-ciouyd I was wi'b/i tliortiya uf a tre ; ^^| 


tlioru. . 

Aud Uinn iMtJ.t 




Thya waa to the leff for to swere ^^| 
Be my eyji & be myn here, ^^M 


I-h», 


21G 


And bs my paynys that wher strouge. ^^H 
!Maii, hytt wna pe tuUo ryre ^^H 


MjAveMuiiJ., 




To BVitite hti itiy wowudya fyve, ^^H 


UiUi.K.^sl'l'. 




Be my tethe And my tonge, ^^H 


l,Mrt,luMBi, 


220 


I5e my hertt and be my longe, ^^H 
Hytt tliowyth tlio fulle grett pryde ^H 


.lde,UmH,.w,a 




i'or to swere be my syde, ^^ 


[1 ! J^rf] 




Be my brayne & be my hedd ; ' 


•22i 


be my aowlc I waa ofte bo-revyd. 


Bull alintne Uiou 




Mail, hytt waa full grett dyspjiie 




yo offte to make me edwyte I 


T1.cn.<roQl<l»D« 




Thou woldyst nott dothe me, ue fedij, 


f«d or JhiIi, Ho. 


228 


Thou woldyst nott heljw mo att my nede I 
Man offte Jiou hast for-Bwom me ! 


WliKt liiul. tlirai 




:\i:an what suffurat Jiou for meT' 


Ijulr.w^phit- 


232 


Than comyth our kdy he?n be-fore— 
In blysayd tyme was she I-bore — 


Uan of blood. 




WiUi terya rennynge alls on blodd, 
Sore wepynge wit7(. drewry modd ; 


WlU «.jll,B. 




" Fadyr, & sou, and holygost, 


"Kingniidl.wl. 


236 


Kynge and lord na fou woat. 


[• ii«l ■ 




My awete aun, I prayc de= 


Bmi.ln.Bt^fl.l' 




My bone to day pou grawnt me I 


!..»«,»« xiiy 


240 


Thy honde «aike }'.it pM haat ivrowyth, 
5Iy dcre son, for-lese hei/! iiowlite ! 
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Thou bowst hem wyth ]>j blodd 
And with \>j flessch vppon fe rode j 
My swete son, I p?'ay the 

244 For all mankynd j?at I may be ; 
Graw[n]te hein fy swete blysse, 
Kone of hem fatt fou ne mysse." 
"Modyr, thy Aville T-fullfyllyd shall be, 

248 Thy bone to day I grawnt hytt J)e ; 
The goode y wille lese nowth, 
My hondwerke that I haue wrowth. 
Thys J)att wallde nott serue me, 

252 My blysse schalle they neuere se. 
Into payne they schalle wende, 
To haue^ hytt eue?*e without jn ende. 
My chyldryn fat haue seruyd me, 

256 In my blysse they schall eue?'e be ; 
Ye scholl com with me to heuyn 
W^t^ angelys songe and mery steuyn. 
And he clepyth hym be-fore, — 

260 In blyssyd tyme wer they I-bore, — 
He spekyth to hem myldelyche, 
* Comyth with me to my kyngdome ryche. 
Lord we be-seche J)e 

264 Thy swete blysse J?att we mott se ; 
When we com to oure lyvys ende, 
Into thy blysse fat we mot wende, 
And grawnt vs thatt hytt so be ! 

268 Amen, Ainen, lord, For charite ! 



> » 



bought with Thy 
blood ! 



I pray Thee, 
grant all men Thy 
bliss ; 



miss none ! " 

"Mother, thy 
will shall be done. 



I will not lose the 
good. 

Tlmse who would 
not serve Me 



shall go to ever- 
lasting torment. 
[} haue repeated 
in MS.] 

My children, who 
have servd Me, 

shall come with 
Me to heaven." 



Lord, grant ns 
to see Thy bliss 
when we die ! 



Amen I 



[For the meaning of 1. 182, see Hampole*s Pricke of Conscience, 
ed. Morris, 1863, p. 135, 11. 4983-90 : 

pan sal alle ryse in ]>e same eld ]>an 
pat God had fully here als man .... 
pan was he of threty yhere elde, and twa. 
And of thre monethes )>ar-with alswa ; 
In >at elde alle sal ryse at the last 
When )>ai here )>e grete hemes blast.] 

[For clorow through, 1. 197, and de thee, 1. 237, compare The 
English Conquest of Ireland^ E. E. T. Soc] 





M^o m not 

Ictltt (f lilt. 

(the viitoiN'a aONO over her dead 

[AfS. 0. 9. 38, Trin. CoJJ. Camhridiie. 
mostly as prose.] 

Soclenly A-frayd, liftlfe wakynge, lialfe slepyng, 
2 and gretly dysuiayJ, A woman sate wepyng, 
Witi/i fauour in here face far passynge my reson ; 
And of here sore wepyng Jita was fte eaclieson : 
Here sone yn here lapjie layd, sche seyd, eleyn 
by treBon : 
G yf ^vepJ^lg niyjt rype he, hit seniyd then yn scBon. 
Ihe«M«, 60 eche sobbed, 
BO here Bone was bobhed 
9 And of liys Jyue robbed ; 

Seynge thya wordya as y sey the, 
J 1 " Who can not wepe, com leme of me." 



1 2 y spyd y cowde not wepe, y was so hard hertyd. 
Sche anawerd me schortly witA wordya Jwt 

Braartyd, 
" Lo, nature echall meve Jjc ; pow must be 
conuertyd , 
15 Ihyn owno fadyr thya iiyjtli ys dede;" thya 
achee twhcrtyd : 
"Ihestw, BO my sone ys hobltod, 
and of bye lyne robbed. 
18 ffor soth then y sobbed 
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Veryfyyng thys wordys, seyng to the, 

20 Who can not wepe com lerne at me." 

21 " JN'ow, brake hert, y the praye ! thys cord lyeth "Break, my 

heart ! for my son 
SO rulye, so fouUy used. 

So betyn, so woundyd, Entretyd so fuly. 

What wy3t may be-hold, and wepe not? none who could see 

him and not 
truly, weep?" 

24 to see my ded dyre sone bledynge, lo, thys 
newly ! " 
Euer styUe schee sobbed, sostm she sobbed 

So here sone was bobbed, siaiu. 

27 And of hys lyue robbed. 

Newyng these wordys, as y sey the, 
29 " Who can not wepe, com lerne at me." 



30 On me sche cast here yee, and seyd, " see, man, 
thy brother ! " 
Sche kyste hym, and seyd, "swete, am y not she kissed him ; 

thy modyrr* 
And swonynge schee fyUe j ther hyt wold be no she swooned; 
nothyr : 
33 y not whych more dedlye, the tone or the todyr. 

yett sche reuyued, and sobbed and reviving, she 

- , -I 1 "• 1 sobbed how her 

now here sone was bobbed, son was bobbed, 

36 & of hys lyue robbed. 

" Who can not wepe," thys ys the lay, 
38 And yriih that wordys schee vanyschyd and then vanisht 

A-way. ffinis. 
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(who was beheaded, 8 JUNE, 1405). 

[From MS, R, 4. 20, Trin, Coll. Cambridge , on a 
blank leaf at the end of Lydgate^s Siege of T/iebes.] 



Wifte Bish 
Scrope 
is dead. 



but by Mary's 
help he may 
rise to heaven. 



Hay, hay, hay, hay, thynke on Whitsonmonday ! 
The bysshop Scrope that was so wyse, 
Nowe is he dede, and lowe he lyse ; 
To hevyns blys yhit may he ryse, 

Thurghe helpe of Marie, that niylde may, hay ! 



On the hill 
he took 

his death right 
willingly. 



When he was broght vnto the hylle, 
He held hym both mylde and stylle ; 
He toke his deth with fulle gode wylle, 
As I haue herde falle trewe men say ; 



hay! 



His executioner 
knelt to him 
and askt liis 
forgiveness. 



13 



He that shulde his dethe be, 
He kneled downe vppoii his kne : 
" Lord, yo«^r deth, forgyffe it me, 
Fulle hertly here to yowe I pray ; " 



hay! 



He granted it, 
begging for five 
strokes 
to send him 
to heaven. 



17 



" Here I wylk the commende : 

tJiou gyff me fyve strokys with thy hende, 

And then my wayes thou latt me wende, 

To hevyns blys that lastys ay ; " hay ! 



[Comp. Hall's Chronicle, ffen. TV. foL xxv (ed. 1550). W. A. W.] 
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EXTRACT FROM HALLE AS TO ARCHBISHOP SCROPE'S 
DEATH, ED. 1542? (HY. ELLIS) POL. XXV. 

KYNG HENRY THE .HIL 



I 



ir THE SIXT YERE. 
N" this yero the Earle of Northuniber- ^^^^^,5 xiieEariof 

. _ 1 • 1 T i n veie Northumberland 

lande, "which bare styll a venemoiis ^ * conspirdwith 
scorpion in his cankered heart, and coulde 
not desist to inuent and deuise waies and meanes howe 
to be reuenged of kyng Henry and his fautours, began 
secretely to communicate his interior imaginacions and 
priuie thoughtes with Richard Scrop, Archebishop of Archbishop 

Scrope, 

Yorke, brother to william lord Scrop, treasorer of 

England, whome kyng Henry (as you have heard) be 

headed at the towne of Bristow, and with Thomas Eari Mowbray, 

Mowberey, erle Marshal, sonno to Thomas duke of 

NorfFolke, for kyDg Henries cause before banished 

the realme of England, and with the lordes, Hast- 

ynges, Fauconbridge, Bardolfe, and diverse other and others against 

whiche he knewe to beare deadely hate and inward 

grudge toward the kyng. After long consul taci on Henry, 

had, it was finally concluded and determined amongest and aii agreed to 

theym, that all they, their frendes and aliee, with tdl 

their power, should mete at Yorkeswold at a dny meet at Yorkes- 

wold on a day 

appointed, and that therle of Northumberland should appointed, 
be chefetaine and supreme gouernour of the armie, 
which promised to bring with him a great number of 
Scottes. 

This sedicious conspiracy e was not so secretly kept, 
nor so closely cloked, but that the kyng therof had 
knowledge, and was fully aduertised. wherfore to pre- 
uent the time of their assembly, he, with suche power But before tids 
as he could sodainly gather together, with all diligence northwards, 

E 




HALLE OS ARCHBISHOP SCnOPE a riKATH. ■ 

mnrclied towiird the North particH, aud vsed siiche a 
oeleritie in his iournpj' that ho was thitlier come witli 
all liis hoste and posver before the uoofederatea hcarde 
any iiikelj'ng of liia marchyng forward; and aodainly 

1 there wer n]>]>relieiided the ariihebiahop, the earle 

•, Marshall, sir lohn LamiJey, and sir Eobart Phinipton. 
These personncK wer arrained, ntteinted, and adiiulged 
to die; and no on the Monday in Wliytaon weke all 
they withnute the Cilie nf Yorke were beheadded. 

Here of iieccanitie I ought Dot, nor will not, forgeate 
how some foolishe and fantasticall personnes hane 
wiytten, howe en'oniua Ipjiocritea and ticdicyous Aasea 
hane enditod, howe anperaticious FryoiB and malycioiia 
Monkea liaue deelareil and diunlged — bothe contrary to 
goddea doctrine, the honmtre of their prince, and 
common knnwen veritie — that at the Dowro of the 
esccucion of tids Bishop (which of the Execucioner 
desired to liaue line atrokea in renienihraunce of tlie 

. ' iiuo woundea of Christ) the kyng at the same tyme 
syttyng at diner had .v. strokes in his necke by a 
person inuisible, & was incontinently striken with a 
leproy; which is a manifest lye, as you shall after 
plainely perceino. 

Wliat shall a man say of suche writers whiche toke 
upon them to knowe the secretes of Goddes iudgeiaentl 
what shall men thinke of sache beastly persones, 
whiche, regardyng not thoir boundcn dutie and 
obeisance to their piynco & souerain Lorde, enuied the 
punishment of trailers and torment of ofFe«derBl But 
what shall all men coniecture of auche whyehe, fauor- 
ynge theyr owue worldly dignitie, their o^vne priiiat 

id anctorite, their owne peculiar profit, wyl thua iiiggle, 
raile, and imagine fantasies agaynst their aoueraigne 
lorde and Prince, and p\it them in memorye na a 
miracle to his dyahonor and perpetuall infamy? well 
let wyse men judge what I haue said. 
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GLOSSARY. 



Abie, p. 26, 1. 130 ; p. 96, 1. 22, pay 

for, atone for ; A.S. ahicgan. 
Abowe, p. 97, 1. 69, bow, bend, humble. 
Adwiten, p. 70, 1. 396, blame, accuse ; 

A.S. edwitan. 
A^enseid, p. 94, 1. 100, denied. 
Aggregidist*, p. 52, 1. 346, aggreger, to 

aggiavate. Cotgi'ave. 
Agiyse, p. 123, 1. 188, A.S. agj'ysan, 

to fear. 
Among*, p. 81, 1. 59, at interrals, 

*amonoe, or sum tyme, irUerdmiif 

quancloque.* P. Parv. 
Apeele, p. 71, 1. 433, Fr. appeler, to 

accuse, appeacli, or charge with. 

Cot. 
Aslake, p. 80, 1. 47, A.S. aslacian, 

slacken, dissolve. 
Aslope, p. 54, 1. 427, aside. 
Asswage, p. 79, 1. 10, quiet down ; Fr. 

assouvager, to assuage, quiet, still, 

pacific. Cot. 
Attir, p. 24, 1. 62, poisonous. 
Auauntage, at his, p. 81, 1. 70, in his 

power, control. 
Awaite, p. 76, L 593, ? watch. 

Balke, p. 92, 1. 47, baulk, a mess of 

his life. 
Beerde, p. 13, 1. 50, woman, maiden. 
Beete, p. 12, 1. 11, A.S. geb^un, to 

amend, atone for. 
Bemys, p. 123, 1. 186, trumpets ; A.S. 

b^ie. 
Bigoon, p. 16, 1. 40, overwhelmed ; 

A.S. begdrij to go over. 
Biliatid, p. 82, 1. 24, thoroughly hated. 
Bihi^f, p. 19, 1. 52, promised ; A.S. 

bfihfUen. 
Bikir, p. 46, 1. 15, strife. 
Binam, p. 92, 1. 34, took away from ; 

A.S. bendm. 
Bitake, p. 20, 1. 74, commit; A.S. 

betcecan. 



Bleere, p. 60, 1. 78, mock, scorn ; * I 
gyue him the best counsayle I can, 
and the knaue bleareth his tonge at 
me, tircr ta langice,* Palsgrave. 

Blynne, p. 97, 1. 66, cease. 

Blyue, p. 46, 1. 177; p. 96, 1. 30, 
quickly. 

Bobbed, p. 126, 1. 8, beaten ; * bobct 
on the heed, coup de poing.' Pals- 
grave. 

Boone, p. 6, 1. 21, prayer; A.S. ben. 

Bote, p. 11, 1. 104, remedy; A.S. b6L 

Bo teles, p. 108, 1. 42, remediless. 

Breme, p. 102,'l. 31, ?not A.S. breme, 
glorious, but * brym or fers. Fcrv,8, 
ferox.* Pr. Parv. 

Broode, p. 37, 1. 77, abroad, about. 

Careful, p. 16, 1. 39, full of care and 

trouble. 
Cesoun, p. 42, 1. 28, ? seizin, posses- 
sion, or 'take a cesoun,* stay a 

season or time. 
Chesoun, p. 42, 1. 32, cause, reason ; 

O.Fr. achaison, occasion. 
Clene, p. 1, 1. 7, pure; *Clene, mttn- 

dtiSf piirtis.* Pr. Parv. 
Clennesse, p. 64, 1. 197, purity. 
Clinge, p. 85, 1. 68 ; p. 89, 1. 20, A.S. 

clingan, to wither, cling, or shrink 

up. 
Conclude, p. 77, 1. 605, shut up. 
Contmrie, p. 37, 1. 87, go contraiy to. 
Coorde, p. 38, 1. Ill, accord, agree. 
Coost, p. 34, 1. 63, Fr. cost^, a coast or 

quarter. Cot grave. 
Countirtaile, p. 71, 1. 416, Fr. cmUre- 

iaille, the one part of a tallie, or 

score, alreadie marked, or notched. 

Cotgravo. 
Croppys, p. 120, 1. 68, tops ; A.S. crop, 

top, bunch, berry. 
Cunne, p. 114, 1. 15, A.S. cunnaUj to 

know. 



Cua, l>. 12, I 32. kisa 



1. day»l/tr, dim. 
Deliv, p. B5, L e, fear for! 
DeliuB, p, 78, 1. 633 ; Delus. p. *2, L 

43, Fr. di/iao, delights, plessnres. 
Dere,ji. 110,1. 67.iiijare: k.S.rlarirm. 
DerworHi'Bf, p. 62, 1. 862, A.S. datr- 

vnirltt, piecioos, of gnnt viJue. 
DiffeuM, p. 60, 1. 63, Fc, d-^cnae, 

answer, ugitmeiit, 
DiaBflyoaljlfl, p. 86, 1. 7. deceitfol. 
DiBcnrs, p. 63, 1. 165, discover. 
DiBpence, p. 63, L 167, gsia, renard 1 
Disporoge, p. 74, 1, BOS, incongruity ; 
• O.Fr. d^parager, to offer vlito, or 

impoae on, a man vufit, or imworthis 

canditiona. Cot. 
Dondyr, p. 118, 1. 24, thunder. 
Drenia, p. 60, 1. 66, Idrangbta. 
Drynge, p. 122. 1, 168, A 9. yringm, 

throng, rush. 
Dwyane, p. 27, L 178, dirindie ; A.a 

diainan, to piue, I'lLile, waste away. 

Edwyte, p. 124, 1. 228, reproach, twit- 
ting; A.S.niiBite, rBproach, dlHgracB, 
contumely. 

Enchesou, p. 10, 1. 73, opCBsion ; O.Fr, 
achaUon. 

Enanre, p. 18, 1. 9, corlt sure. 

Entensioun, p. 21. 1. 92, <(ixcli»e, or 

ErnoBt, p. 69, 1. 350, harvest; A.S. 

Faite, p. 76, I. 595, ?iiemvB; O.Fr. 

'faUeia, criminel, coupable.' 
Fare, p. 95, 1. 13, goings on, ways, 

life. 
Fawe, p. B6, 1. 28, fain, glad. 
Felle, p. 25, 1. S2, Ifail, or fell. 
yen, p. 26, 1. 121, mire, mad. 
Fere, p, 38, 1. Ill, company ; in fere, 

together. 
Fere, p. 86, 1. 16, companion, person. 
Filisf, p. 114, L 3. dctiluBt. 
Flaite, p. 75, 1. 532, Do. vleyden, to 

flatter, to sooth, or to entice with 

fajre (words]. Hexham. 
Flame, p. 18, L 17, banish ; A.S. Jly- 

Floriache, p. 89, 1. 18, ornament, deck. 
Foisoiin, p. 43, 1. 64, Fr./o«on, plentie, 

great fnllneasB. Cot, 
Foniiid, p. 8, 1. 23, Iried ; KM.fandian, 

to try. 



S.sAliy. 

FooQ.li, p. 95, 1, 13, tiy. 
Foouned, p. 96, L 33, foolish ! 
For, p. 19, L 3S, 4U, because. 
Forbeere, p. 60, 1. 78, restrain. 
Forcloufie, p. 18, L 31, A.S. elitig 

to wither, piuu, or shrink up ; yiw^ 

cbmgm, shniuk. 
Forlfte, p. 30, L 250. A.S./lW^orfa7^ to J 

lat gp. ■ 

Forfi," p. 24, 1, 89. for that n 
Foulden, p. 78, 1, 486, T fold, bend. 
Frame, p, 44, L 97, I A.S./rn«e, pro"" 

lulvantitge. 
Frnujte, p. 76, 1. 690, freight, load. 



S. gUow, 



Gesoun, p, 81. L 298, IFr. goat, a 
eommoa ainhe or sewer ; a guttor 
for the voiding of ordure. Cotgr, 
Not. £. <7«UDn, rant, stiange. ■ 

Gisf , p. 93. I. 68, show. ■ 

Glewe. p. 29. 1. 23" ' " 
mirth, glee. 

Graine. p. 63, 1. 168, A.S. granut, 
angur, rage, wrath. 

Orcede, p. 14, 1. 73, great, tnoaii ; 
A.S, gririan, to weep, cry out. 

Qril.p. 83, 1. ]2,sliBrr,unkind; O.H". 
grila. H. Coleridge, 

Hadda-y-wbP, p. 73. I. 497, had-I- 
known (what would have happened), 
after-regret. 

Happe, p, 89, L 26, wrap over, cover 
foL' derence ; Isl. hyjiia, Jamieson. 

Harewide. p. 53, L 385, tore open. 

Hawe, p. 121, 1. 97, A.S, hxh, hole. 

Ha, p. 59, 1. 39. they. 
Honile, p, 7. L 25, Bentle. 
Hildnnde, p. 23, 1. 55, beholden. 
Hirfe, p. 17, 1. 62, A.8. hirde, a 

shepherd. 
Ho, p, 14, 1. 71, halt, stop. 
Homeli, p 63. 1. 163. familiar. 
Hore, p, S3, 1. 13, boar, hoorineas. 
Hote, p, 41, 1. 16, be called; A.S. 



like, p. 23, L B4, every. 

Insijt'. p. 66, 1. 250 ; p. 69, 1. 339, 

' insyght, inirpexio, ciTCUtiiapeccie. 

Prnmptorinm. 

Kinde, p. 20, 1. 59, natnre. 
Kite, p. 11, 1. 92, show ; A.S. cy*i7t, 
to make known, declare, show. 



GLOSSART. 
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Kynde, p. 9, 1. 53, nature ; A.S. gc' 

cynd. 
Kyndeli, p. 8, 1. 19, natural ; A.S. ge- 

cyndelic: 

Lappid, p. 3, 1. 50, wrapped ; * Lappyn, 

or whappyn yn clo^ya ( happy n to- 

gedyr, wrap togeder in clothes). 

Involvo.* P. Parv. 
Laujt^, p. 30, 1. 249 ; p. 76, 1. 586, 

caught, taken ; A.S. IccccaUj to seize. 
Leeme, p. 52, 1. 335, A.S. leoma, light, 

flame. 
Lecpis, p. 47, 1. 181 ; p. 72, 1. 451, 

A.S. leap, a basket, hamper. 
Leere, p. 8, 1. 5, teach ; A.S. losran. 
Lees, p. 16, 1. 45, lies. 
Lert^, p. 48, 1. 226 ; Leite, p. 62, 1. 

355, lightning ; A.S. lihting. 
Lende, p. 23, 1. 41, lent ; A.S. lened. 
Lent*, p. 105, 1. 26, put away ? ; ? A.S. 

lengde, put off, per/, of lengian. 
Lete, p. 28, 1. 186, leave, cease; A.S. 

Icetan, let go. 
Lewide, p. 67, 1. 303, lay, ignorant. 
Leye, p. 95, 1. 2, field after the crop is 

cut, clover ley, &c. ; ? not A.S. lagu, 

a district in which a certain law was 

in force. 
Likerose, p. 20, 1. 55, lecherous. 
Likid, p. 8, 1. 16, pleased. 
Liking*, p. 3, 1. 50, pleasant. 
Likinge, p. 92, 1. 49 ; p. 93, 1. 77, 81, 

lust. 
Likingly, p. 91, 1. 20, pleasantly. 
List*, p. 4, 1. 3 ; A.S. list, wisdom, 

science, power, faculty ; lyst, desire, 

love, admiration. 
Lome, p. 121, 1. 120, frequently; A.S. 

gcldme. 

Maistrie, p. 20, 1. 80, mastery, (see p. 
33, 1. 58,-) ? not tricks. 

Mammillis, p. 1, 1. 5, breasts, paps; 
Pappe, Mamilla, P. Parv. 

Maugre, p. 65, 1. 215, reviling, rail- 
ing ; Fr. maicgr^er, to curse, reuile 
extreamly, raile on despightmlly. 

Mawmetis, p. 45, 1. 118, idols. 

^ledele, p. 20, 1. 86, mingle. 

Meene, p. 1, 1. 4, remember; A.S. 
mccnan. 

Meete, p. 1, 1. 6, food. 

Melle, p. 53, 1. 387, meddle. 

Meugid, p. 59, 1. 51, A.S. mengian, 
mix, mingle. 

Mett, p. 118, 1. 15, measure ; A.S. 
mete. 



Mydmore, p. 83, 1. 17, mid-moming. 
Mynde, p. 9, 1. 25, ? mention, or A.S. 

myney memory. 
Mynne, p. 24, 1. 78, remember, 
Myscheue, p. 90, 1. 46, come to grief. 
Mystire, p. 76, 1. 572, need ; Fr. mes- 

tieVi need, lacke, necessitie, want. 

Cotgi'ave. 

Nempne, p. 6, 1. 7, name ; A.S. Tiem- 

nan. 
Newyng, p. 127, 1. 28, renewing, 

repeating. 
Nuy^ed, p. 106, 1. 13, annoyed, 

troubled. 
Nyce, p. 53, 1, 390, Fr. ntaiSj a simple, 

witlesse, and vnexperienced gull. 

Nice, lither, lazie, sloathfull, dull, 

simple. Cot. 
Nym, p. 53, L 371, take ; A.S. niman, 

to take. 

Of, p. 98, L 101, from. 
Ore, p, 119, 1. 57, mercy. 
Ouerhope, p. 68, 1. 331, too much con- 
fidence, sanguineness. 

Paieth, p. 24. 1. 58, pleases. 

Pay, p. 14, 1. 80, satisfaction, pleasure ; 

pay^, satisfied, contented. Cotgrave. 
Pilis, p. 64, 1. 182, peels, holds, castles. 
Pijt*, p. 3, 1. 61, pitched ; p. 4, 1. 13 ; 

p. 94, 1. 90, placed; p. 12, L 16, 

put, dressed. 
Pooste, p. 43, 1. 79, power. 
Port*, p. 93, 1. 85, mien. 
Prest*, p. 45, 1. 116, quickly. 
Prou3, p. 50, 1. 288, advantage, profit ; 

Fr. prmi. 
Pure, p. 18, 1. 11, purify. 
Pursue, p 68, 1. 328, follow, strive. 
Put*, p. 73, 1. 475, throw, casting. 

Queed, p. 6, 1. 18, wicked one, devil ; 

Dutch, qicaad, 
Qwart*, p. 23, 1. 2, of good heart or 

cheer ; O.F. qtcor, courage. 
Qweme, p. 18, 1. 15, A.S. cwcnian, to 

please. 

Race, p. 48, 1. 238, A.S. roes, rush, 

attack ; cp. millracc. 
Ra>er, p. 88, 1. 16, earlier, sooner. 
Ra>ir, p. 86, 1. 9, preferable. 
Releef, p. 47, 1. 181, leavings, 
Remewe, p. 20, 1. 69, remove. 
Rere, p. 70, 1. 379, late. Here suppers 

are complained of in Waddington 
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(b. 1300), Rohort of Bninne, 1303, 
A.D., and many ofher writers. 

Kei'eaga, p. 73, I. 4S3, arrears. 

RflUfJi, p. 30, 1. 257, bereaves, takes 

Ri)f , p. 48, I 170. upright, atraiglit. 
Bijfi!, p, B2, I. 29, much ; Du. Hjf, 

rifp, Bbiindant. 
RoniB^, p. B3, I. 60, roaming. 
Ronjte, p. 30, 1. 38, recked ; A.S. rdkte. 
Romie, p. 63, L 163, wliisper. 
Biili, p. 10, L 68, grievona ; p. 89, 1. 

S7, Sttd, mournful ; A-S. Ar«!iD,griof, 

penitence ; kreiwlie, emel, monrnfoL 
Rjre, p. 124, I. 217 (see rijfi), uusto- 

mary, freqneiit. 

Sadli. p. 8, 1. 7, fiie-lly. 

Sale, p. 57, 1. 502 ; Fr. mllr, hall. 

Saiigjte, p. 76, L 592, A.S. SaM, recon- 

Sanjfen, p. 108, 1. 38, reconcile ; A.S. 

icMiau. Kote the cliange to soften 

in the later text, p. 109. 
Sdiende, p. 13, 1. 118, shame, disgrace, 

ruin ; A.S. seomd, sbania, dixgrace. 
Schendif, p. 53, L 374, A.S. Bctndan, 

to coufoiind, shame, repmaeh, re- 

Sohille, p. GS, L 232 ; achylle and 

Bchowr, p. 44, 1.' 8B, A.S. scilr, battle, 

fifSl.t. 
SconStith, p. 40, 1. 154, discomfits. 
Scrvue, p. 58, 1. 2, describe. 
S»:ke, p. 70, L 589, aack, bag. 
S«e, p. 13, 1. 54, aeat 
SeeldE, p. 41, I. 8, seldom. 
Sei'-te, p. 37. L 89, set. 
Sege, p. 2, 1. 35, seat ; Fr. aUgc. 
Soraile, p. 104, L 15, of service, of 

business. 
Sijke, p. 78, 1. 634, sickness; Dn. 

Sikir, p. 33, I. 50, certain, snre. 
i*kile, II, », !. 33, rcasou ; O.N. sbil. 
Slake, p. 11, 1. 112, become alack, 

Slidir, p. 49, 1. 260, alydyr (or swyjyt 
aa a vey). Lviricita, P. Parv. 

Smerte, p. 93, 1. 67, smart, pain, prick. 

Soote, p. 29, 1. 248, sweet one. 

SpajD^, p. 91, 1. 4, spaniel ; Fr. espag- 
jieal, a. Spaniell. Cot. 

Spousebriche, p. 47, 1. ISS, nJuDcry. 

Spume, p. 43, L 76, A.S. sjninimi, to 
strike with the heel; p. 91, 1. 11, 




Scia, p. 90, L 48, ascenil. 

Sti;, p. 55, 1. 460, ascended; 

atlgax, to ascend, rise. 
Stintith, p. 116, L 62, atoppeth. 
Soe, p. 20, L 68, follow. 
SuffraHHce, p. 33, 1. 50, Fr. muffn ... 

antferance, fothearauce, patienO^ 

abiding. 

Sunge, p. 110, 1. 73, ai._ . 

Superflne, p. 89, 1. 30, auperfluc 
Sworte, p. 119, 1. 33, dark, blat 

(swailhy). 
Swills', p. 28, 1 

whip, Ecuuigc. 
Swijie, p. 69, I. 348. quickly. 
Swydc, p. 122, 1. 140, nmckly. 
Swynk, p. 89, !. 32, A.S. neinc, labc 

gatciiic, affliction, t 

Temynge.p. 4, 1. 20, childbirth ; A.6 
tedm, oflspring ; fnlmian, Ionian, tu 
jiropi^tG, beget 

Tende, p. 69, 1. 369 ; tenden, p. 41, 1. 
6, attend. 

Tene, p. 24, L 71, A.S. fednn, injury, 

paf tmf', p. 51, J. 310, thatwhiali. 
pee, p. 63, 1. 176, thrive. 
pertLlle, p. E ' " " 

ilition. 
pirle, p. 26, 1. 147, pierce ; . 

pole, p. 23, 1. 27, A.S. yoiian, 
prongi, p. 13, 1. 27, driven, foro 

A.S. iriiigan, la press, cp 
prouj, p. 13, 1. 32, A.S. >™ 

coBin, sepulchre, grave, 
Tille. p. 27, 1. 168, to. 
Toberata, p. 30, 1. 251, burst aE * 

Tobreke, p. 29, 1. 217, break U 
Torenf , p. 30, 1. 82, rent to pi 
Towe. p. 120, I. 29, tough, 
A.8..«ii. 



A.S. kv!eor/nn 
Twynne, p. 23, 1. 37, separata, 
TyuB, p._ 25, L 103, A.S. liptan, 1 

hedge in, euclose, shut close. 

Uei-tu, p. 67, I 300, power, 

VcLtu, p. 72, 1. 455, iHiwer, atr 
Vucele, p. 106, 1. 21, ouhaiijiiu 



. 37, tliBteto, i 



Vndimome, p. 50, 1. 289, t tookest nji 
or Tinder, objectedst to ; A.S, under- 
uimaa, to undertake, com[iri:]len<t. 

Tndren, p. 84, 1. 2S, A.S. ifndeni, the 
tMrd hoax, 9 a-m., extending also to 



; A. S. yvtiigan, go louiid. 
Vnleuefiil, p. 110, 1. 74, imlawfuL 
Vnnefe, p. 70, 1. 373, A.S. ■an^lke, 
uneBidly, wiili dilfiuultf, scarcely, 

Vnoume,' n. 71, 1. *04, A.S, vnCmlie, 
old, worn. 

Vnsanjte, p. 108, 1. 37, unfriandlj ; 
A.8, aeht, fnendship, peace ; v,iuielit, 
want of friendship, enmity. Note 
the unsq/l of the later text, p. 100. 

Vnschent, p. lOfl, 1. 6, unpunished. 

VnaldlfuUy, p. 112, 1. 90, unreason- 
ably ; »ce akia 

Vosperid, p, 41, 1. 16, Bet free, nn- 
locked; 'spBryn,orsehelt}'n,«Za)uiD,- 
speryn and schatta wythe lokkjs. 
Sero, otsero.' ft. Parv. 



Wan, p. 13, 1. 41, wonnat, wentest. 
Waterless, p. 20, 1. 63, withont water. 
Wedde, p. 10, L 80, pledge ; A.S. wed. 
Wede, p. 19, i 18, garment; A.S. 

Weikifi, p. 24, L 68, fedEd, turnod 
white ; A.S. icealcere, a fuller, a 
whitener of cloths. 

Wem, p. S3, 1. 13, Bpot, A.S. tvera. 

"Wents, p. B, L 51, gone. 

Weie, p. 106, 107, 1. 3, dangtr ; A.S, 
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v^r, a line for slaying a man ; p. 
118, 1. sr, doubt ! 
Weuere, p. 77. L 603, weavpr, edntrivnr. 

White, p.' 73, 1. 450, quick, active ; 

Wijte, p. 83, 1. 150 ; Sw. mjr, active ; 

'TOj/te, or delyvyr, or awjfte, Agilis, 

veloi.' Pr. Parv. 
Wijtli, p. 13, L 41, swiflly, or power- 

fiiUy. 
Wijs, p. 98, 1. B*, teach. 
Wia, iJ. 11, 1. 115; Wisse, p. 14, 1. 

68 ; A.S. tcimitti, to iiistnict, giiidt', 

Bovem. 
Wite, p. 34, I. 67 ; p. 99, 1. 4, know ; 



proaeh, impnte, ascribe 1 

Wone, p. 11. 1. 120, dweU ; A.3. 

Woniynge, p. 28, 1. 199, dwelling. 
WooeP, p, 39, 1. 35, knonest. 
Worschipide, p. 63, 1. 401, honoured. 
Wreche, p. 16, L 35, VBngcB.BeB ; A,S. 



Jeere, p. 65, 1. 244 ; p. 67, 1. 2S6, ! A.S. 

geare, certainly. 
}eiiie, p. 52, 1. 840 ; A.S. gijiian, 

govern, take care of. 
Jeniynjfe, p. 28, L 197, yearning, 

)ore, p. 92, 1. 36, formerly. 

Yaet, p. 92, I 37, fled, gone. 

Ytit, p. 128, L 3, yet. 

Yloore, p. 79, 1, 5, lost ; A,S. lontt. 

Ymef, p. 81, L 74, dreamt; A.S. 

Ynne, p. 69, 1. 359, ! bring in, not lot 

Vnow, p. 76, L 567, enough. 
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Tba Early English Teit Society was started by Dr. FumivBll in 1864 for Hi 
pnrjiOBB of bringing tbe mass of Old English Litorulure witbin the reach of fl 
ordinary etiident, and of wiping away tha reproach under which England bsil loq 
rested, of ha^-ing felt little interest in the monuments of her early language and life. 

On tlie starting of the Society, bo many Teita of importance were at once tokeaii 
band by its EklitorH, timt it became neceBsary in 1S67 to open, besides the Ori^wi 
Series wilit whicli the Siieiety began, an Extra 8erie» whioli should be mainly devoted 
to iresh editions of all that is niost valuable in printed MSS. and Caxlon'e and otiw 
black-letter books, though first editions of MSS. will not be excluded wlien the 

lience of issuing completed Texts demands their inclusion in tlie Extra Series. 

During the thirty years of the Society's existence, it has produced, with wi 
shortcomings, an amount of good solid work for which all students of our Langiii 
iind some of our Literature, must be grateful, and which has rendered poseible 
beginnings {at least) of proper HisturieB and Dictionaries of that Language i 
Literature, and has illustratea the thoughts, the life, the manners and custunie of i 
forefathers and foreniothers. 

But the Society's experience has shown the very small number of those inheritMl] 
of the Bpeech of Cynewulf, Chaucer, and Shakspere, wiio tare two guineas a year 
the records of that speech, ' Let tiie dead past bury its dead ' is still the ciy of Qi 
Britain and her Colonies, and of America, in the matter of language. The Society 
never had money enough to produce the Texts that could easily have been got 
for it ; and many Editors are sow anxious to send to press the work they Luv 
pared. The necessity has therefore arisen for trying whether more Texts can I . 
out by the plan of issuing them in advance of the current year, so that those MemI 
who like to pay for them by advance Subscriptionfl, can do so, while thoso who pi 
to wait for the year for which the volumes are markt, can do so ton. To such w ' 
tlie plan will be no injury, but a gain, as every year's Texts will then he ready 
New Year's Day on which the Subscription for them is paid. 

The success of this plan will depeiul ou the support it receives from Members, u 
it is obvious that tlie Society's printers must be paid half or two-thirds of their bill, 
for a Text witliin a few months of its production. Appeal is therefore made to all 
Members who can spare advance Subscriptions, to pay them as soon as tliey get no^e* 
tlittt the Testa for any future year are ready. In lfi92, the Texts for 1893 weM 
issued ; in 189.?, those for 1894 and 1896 ; thoso for 1B96-7 will be ready in 1894. 

Tile Subscriptiou to the Society, which constitutes membership, is £1 \i. a year 
[and £1 1*. additional for the Extba Sbkies], due in advance on the 1st of Jamitary, 
and should be paid either to tlie Society's Account at tlie Head Office of the Union 
Bonk of London, Princes Street, London, B.O., or by Cheque, Postal Order, or MonOT'- 
Order to the Hon. Secretary, W. A. DAiaiBL, Esq., 67, Victoria Hd., Finebury Part, 
London, N., and crost ' Union Bank of London.' (United- States Subscribers must pay 
for postage It. id. a year extra tor the Original Series, and Is, a year for tho Bxtra 
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Hie Snbacriptioa, which conatitnles membei'ahip, ia £1 Is. a year [and £1 Is. additiuu 
r for tli« Extra Sbribs], due Id advance oa the lat of jAKUAkr, anJ ahonld he paid eithii 

to liio So«t«ty'i Aci:auDt at the Ueud Office or tbe Unioa Beuk of Loudou, Priuceg SUvet, 
I Londali, E.G., or by Cheque, Postal Order, or Money-Order to the Uoa- Secrctaiy, W. A. 

DAiJitBt, Eaq., 87. Victoriit Rd., Finsbury Park, London, N., aiid crost ' Union Bank ol 
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